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1991 SOF 

CONVENTION & EXPO 

September 18-22,1991 

to the Men & Women of Operation Desert Storm 


SAHARA HOTEL — LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 


You must be a registered conventioneer to be a part of all the action and adventure at the 1991 SOF Convention. If you send in your 
pre-registration fee of $99.00 by August 16, 1991, SOF Magazine will register you as a participant in the new "BATTLE of the BLADES" FREE 
— our gift to you for registering early. But hurry, this offer expires August 16,1991 and is limited to the first 200 who preregister. Registration fee 
after August 16,1991 is $125.00 and does not include your entry in the Battle of the Blades competition. 

BATTLE OF THE BLADES SPONSORED BY AL MAR KNIVES! 

Q YES! I want to compete in the Battle of the Blades at the 1991 SOF Convention, FREE, and I am enclosing my pre-registration fee of $99.00 
to be received by SOF by August 16, 1991. Registration fee after August 16,1991 is $125.00 and does not include Battle of the Blades. 


Battle of the Blades involves cutting a carpet, free hanging rope cut, ballon stab-thru 1/2" drywafl, chop thru plywood to reach potato to peel, board pry, hose cut, 2x2 
chop, ball stab in water and sharpen pencil signout and knife then must cut paper. Event is timed). Complete information on this event will be forwarded to you prior 
to Convention. 

□ Check/MO Enclosed, made payable to SOF Convention '91 C591 


Q Mastercard a Visa Card #_Exp._Signature_ 

Name_ 

Address_ 

City_State_Zip_Phone #_T-shirt size 

[PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY] 




IMMEDIATE 

SHIPMENT 



We're America's 
Army S Navy Store!! 

For Over 65 Years The Kaufman Name 
Has Meant The Finest In Genuine Military 
Goods, Gear, Equipment and Insignia . 


2 Quart Canteen and Cover - 

Canteen doubles as pillow and flotation device. 



LCII 

Nylon Cover is commercially (S3SSSS3SD 

made to military specs and 
features: fleece lining, detachable 

shoulder strap, outside pouch. Attaches to any belL Brand new. 

□ Canteen ... Item #Q-450.$5.95/each. 

□ Cover... Item #Q-455 .$I5.95/each. 

□ Set (Canteen & Cover) Item #Q-460... $ 19.75/each. 


WE SHIP C.O.D.- C.O.D. FEE $5.95 


Regulation Gl dog tags sel 

ItUiyUfll of 2 tags and 2 chains (one 4", 
24 ") choose: 

l ^^^Stalnless Steel Set... Item #X-670 $4.00. 
Black Commando Set... Hem #X-675 .... 56.00. 

■ Printing for Dog Tags - well 

print anything that fits! (6 lines, 15 spaces per line). 

Item #X-685... only 51.50 per tag ($3.00/set). 


Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone. W 1 


■ Dog Tag Silencers - black, non 
glare rubber bumpers for tag. 

Item #X-650 ....$1.95/palr. 


MWHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
I ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 
NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 

M (PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 


Desert^^ySupply Depot 

'£:>. We feature here a selection of clothing and accessories with Opera - ^ 
Ifgf tion K6BKTSTZQM in mind. Kaufman's always applauds the men and 
women in the armed forces who serve our country , and we give a 
special salute to the troops in the middle east during this crisis.^.l}£' : ' 


A-- • * - *- 

rijj ■ Desert Camo Hats-caasaES® 

Exactly as worn by our troops in Qperation Desert Shield. 
Each is made in the USA from genuine Gl Camo material. 
Sizes: S (7); M (7V«); L (7V*); XL (7%) 

■ Desert Camo Hot Weather Sun Hat- 

Dubbed the "Boonie Hat” in Vietnam’ it now features 
Desert Camo cloth, 2 V 4 " floppy brim, chinstrap, brass 
screened eyelets. Item 0H-22O.$12.95 
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Item # 

1. US-911 US Flag in Desert Colors with '‘PtsBJtrfmM' 

Letters (2Vz"X 3").$3.50 

2. US-912 US Flag in Desert Colors (2"X 3") $2.95 

3. US-520 Persian Excursion Patch . $5.95 

4. NA-145 Persian GulfTab, full color $3.25 

5. NA-150 Persian GulfTab, subdued $3.25 

6. NA-135 Persian Gulf Yacht Club Patch. $5.95 

7. US-525 Multinational Force & Observers Patch $5.95 

8. US-526 Dove & Olive Branch from Multinational 

Peacekeeping Patch $3.95 


■ Kaufman's Catalog - 
A $3.00 Value. 

(An award winner. g 
our catalog has 
been Horned by| 
presidents and 
heads of stale) 

Call or write for 
your free copy. 


SHIPPING 


Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 
below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 
postage, packaging, insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $ to. 00 $3.95 

Orders $10.01 to $20.00 . $4.95 

Orders $20.01 to $50.00 . $5.95 

Orders $50.01 to $70.00 . . $6.95 

Orders $70.01 to $100.00 . .$7.95 

Orders $100.01 to $200.00 $8.95 

Orders over $200.01 .. .$10.95 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount indicated. 


Desert Camo 
Battle Dress 
Uniform (BDU),/ 



SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 




Night Desert Camo Parka 
Shell — 
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Very rare! Genuine article used by our troops in Operation 
Desert Storm. Night desert camo shell of 50% cotton, 
50% nylon inhibits infra red detection and disquises 
shapes. Brand new. Limited supply, so order early! 

Item #DS-1D5. 

Sizes; (note - very oversized fit. S fits an M.) 

I XS,S . ... . .$49.00 

\ M . sozxy, our/^SStoSSi 

1 L .. .. $69.95 

\ XL $79.95 


ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-545-0933 

MONDAY-SATURDAY 


ARMY&NAVYGOODS 

(SOS) 293-2300 
Dept. A325, 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque NM 87112 

FAX: 505-275-1441 
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zine of national and international distribution. There may 
be products in the magazine of which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be restricted, prohibited or 
subject to special-licensing requirements in your state. 
Purchasers should consult local law enforcement authori¬ 
ties in their area. All data in this publication, technical or 
otherwise, is based upon personal experience or individu¬ 
als using specific tools, products, equipment and compo¬ 
nents under particular conditions and circumstances, 
some of which may not be reported in the article and which 
Soldier of Fortune has not otherwise verified. Soldier of 
Fortune, its agents, officers and employees disclaim any 
responsibility for all liability, injuries or damages . 


WE were all stunned earlier this year when Iraq dragged shocked and beaten 
American, British, Italian and Kuwaiti prisoners of war on television. What Saddam 
Hussein hoped to accomplish by putting on public display men brutalized by their 
captors is lost on us here at the magazine. What we hope to accomplish is to make 
him fry for it. 

No matter how the war turns out, no matter what other atrocities Iraq will have to 
answer for, bringing Saddam and his cohorts to task for their treatment of POWs 
must become a key goal of the international community. The first goal, of course, 
is the return — alive and in one piece — of ail POWs held by Iraq: immediately and 
without conditions. No bargaining for reparations as happened with the North 
Vietnamese. No behind-the-scenes political maneuvering for return based upon 
linkage. No “hostages.” 

George Bush must look Baghdad straight in the eye and demand immediate 
accountability for and release of every single ROW in Iraqi hands, or held 
elsewhere through Iraqi concurrence. And if Iraq fails to comply? We will have 
more than enough ordnance left in our military stockpiles to ensure that they do. 
We can, if we’re so inclined, begin destroying the entire Iraqi military, political and 
economic infrastructure until all POWs are released. We can turn Iraq into one 
large, sandy ghost town. 

Yes, Mr. President, that’s a draconian measure, and it wouldn’t play well on the 
international political stage. But if you do less, Iraq will spit in your face. And every 
other two-bit dictator will know beyond a doubt (if there ever was any doubt) that 
Americans are fair game, to be abused and publicly exploited — and that we won’t 
do anything about it. Korea, Vietnam, Iran —the other side has learned we’re weak, 
that the U.S. government will dance to any tune when it comes to POWs and 
hostages. 

Perhaps you can do better this time around, Mr. President. Perhaps you can 
make Saddam Hussein fry for his treatment of our POWs, one way or another, and 
get the message out that your “New World Order” doesn’t have room for those who 
play political chess with human pieces. 

If Saddam doesn’t join the piles of bodies atop the destruction he has caused, 
then your only other option should be to try him and his cohorts as war criminals. 
Yes, Saddam’s boys will say they are innocent, that they were only “following 
orders,” as did most of the Nazis on trial at Nuremberg. That was unacceptable 
then and it’s unacceptable now. Unfortunately, Hitler wasn’t around for sentencing. 
With any luck, Saddam will be. 

The POW issue is vital to us, Mr. President, and no doubt is to you, too. After all, 
you came close to becoming one yourself in World War II. What we’re afraid of, 
however, is that our men and women held POW now will become lost in the grand 
political game plan later, as has happened to so many of their predecessors 
—including those still in Lebanon. 

When quiet returns to the Persian Gulf, let’s make the POW issue a new game 
for Iraq, a game called “lose-lose.” 

And Saddam — you’re it. 

Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown is on-station in the Middle East covering 
the war.^ 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120-510) is published monthly by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, Inc„ 
Boulder, Colorado. Second Class Postage Paid at Boulder, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address changes to SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE, Subscription Department, P.O. Box 348. Ml. Morris, IL 61054, or call 1-800-435-0715. U.S. and APO-FPO 
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How does an Iraqi tanker spell nightmare? A-P-A-C-H-E. SOF hooks up with one 
of the most dangerous combinations in the Gulf: the AH-64 chopper and its Hellfire 
missiles 44 


BATTLE 

FOR KHAFJl . Mike Williams 
Saddam’s troops may think they’re 
good, but when the Saudis and Qataris 
found them in the town of Khafji, 
Coalition forces scored another 
victory 48 

ADIOS .Marty Casey 

On 16 February, contra leader and 
close friend Comandante Enrique Ber¬ 
mudez was gunned down in Managua. 
The facts aren’t clear as we go to 
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for war as scouts for the U.S. 
military 54 
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Whether it's troops on the ground, pilots in the air 
or in this case, Tomahawk cruise missiles 
launched from the nuclear-powered crusier USS 
Mississippi, Coalition forces unleashed such a 
military firestorm against Iraqi forces in Kuwait 
that thousands opted for a new battle flag — white 
on a white background. In this issue we continue 
our coverage of Desert Storm, from the little 
known — how Uncle Sam turned U.S.-based 
Kuwaiti college students into “Kit Carson" scouts 
in a mere eight days — to the exclusive — how 
two U.S. Army officers managed to survive the 
onslaught of Saddam’s war machine. As we've 
said, as long as there are U.S. forces in a hostile 
area of operations, we’ll continue to give them the 
coverage and support they deserve. Photo: U.S. 
Navy/MMCS(SW) Henderlight 
INSET: Escape. It’s the first thing on any prisoner 
of war’s mind. Many have tried but few actually 
succeeded, and with our article "Great Escapes” 
we’ll give you the stories of those which worked. 
We’ve done a lot in this issue on the POW/MIA 
situation — from Korea to Vietnam —because the 
U.S. government’s track record in this area has 
been particulary poor. We hope it gets better this 
time around. Photo’ National Archives 
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BULLETIN BOARD 



SOF SWEEPSTAKES WINNERS! 

At a drawing held 31 January at SOF 
by the accounting firm of Hayward, 
Carson and Sober, the following win¬ 
ners of the SOF 15th Anniversary 
Sweepstakes were drawn: Grand 
Prize— (Free trip to 12th SOF conven¬ 
tion in Las Vegas, plus $1,000 spend¬ 
ing money): William Conville, Philadel¬ 
phia, PA. Second Prize — (Action 
Arms Classic Woods Rifle): Gene An¬ 
derson, Longmont, CO. Third Prize 
—(B-Square BSL-1 laser sight): 

Robert Ahrendt, Tarawa Terrace, NC. 
Fourth Prize — (Steiner 7x35G bin¬ 
oculars): Michael Dzikowski, Bayonne, 
NJ, Fifth Prize — (Mitchell Arms AK-22 
rifle): Frank Weiss Jr., Chicago, IL. 
Sixth Prize — (Al Mar Knives “Alas¬ 
kan” Bowie): Ray L. East, Grandview, 
MO. Seventh Prize — (Barnett Interna¬ 
tional Wildcat XL crossbow): Shawn A. 
Albertson, Walhalla, SC. Eighth Prize 
—(Aimpoint Series 1000 electronic 
sight): David Whitefield, Las Vegas, 
NV. Ninth Prize — (Outdoor Edge 
Cutlery Game Skinner): Steven R. 
Beckstead, Sandy. UT Tenth Prize 
—(Collector’s Armoury Model 1883 
Gatling Gun): Alberto Rodriguez, Los 
Angeles, CA. 

Our congratulations go to these 
lucky winners, and our thanks to all 
who participated in SOF's 15th An¬ 
niversary Sweepstakes! 


DRI-SLIDE UPDATE 
Due to the tremendous response to 
Chuck Fremont’s Combat Craft article 
on dry lubricants (“Dry Lubes for a 
Desert Shield,” February ’91), Guards¬ 
man, Inc., manufacturer of Dri-Slide, is 
taking phone orders for shipments 
directly overseas. Their phone is (616) 
924-3950. Guardian advises us that 
Dri-Slide dry lubricant has been as¬ 
signed a federal stock number (FSN), 
which is: 9150-00-933-4621. 

And, since last Fall, Guardian has 
sent thousands of individual bottles of 
Dri-Slide free to our GIs in the Gulf who 
needed them. If your unit does not yet 
issue Dri-Slide, you can call Andy at 
(800) 647-1206 and have an individual 
bottle sent directly to your Gl in the 



Florida-based anti-Castro group Alpha 66 
managed to peeve both Washington and 
Havana, and get shot up in the process. 
Last January the Alpha speedboat Trinero I 
was dumping plastic bottles filled with 
leaflets into the Gulf Stream in international 
waters north of Las Villas Province, when 
two Cuban vessels approached and 
opened fire. In the ensuing exchange, 

Pablo Garcia Roqueta was wounded. Alpha 
taped the event. Castrc denounced them as 
“terrorists.” Washington glommed their 
boat and guns pending investigation. 

Photo: courtesy Alpha 66 


Gulf. Units gearing up for Gulf deploy¬ 
ment can order through the usual 
local-procurement drill, at the same 
number. Kudos all around, guys! Isn’t it 
funny how guys with a good product 
also turn out to be good dudes? 

BOOKS FOR THE TROOPS 

SOF took pleasure in panhandling 
books from our generous readership, 
packaging them for shipment, and 
spiriting them to our troops in the Gulf 
via cooperative Air National Guard 
units. The program was a resounding 


success, with tons of books sent in by 
you, being sent on by SOF. Thousands 
of free copies of SOF were also sent to 
our troops. 

The program is still continuing, in 
modified form. Books you generous 
readers now send in are being repack¬ 
aged and sent to the Red Cross at the 
U.S. Air Force hospital in England. 
Send ’em along to Books for the 
Troops, c/o SOF, Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306 . 

You readers can give yourselves a 
pat on the back for a job well done. 
Typical was Kevin Harris of Ferndale, 
Washington, who sent books slated for 
a library sale — and helped organize a 
community rally in support of the 
troops, well attended by locals and our 
Canadian cousins just over the border. 
When they passed the hat to video¬ 
tape the rally for the troops, there were 
a couple Canadian $100-do(lar bills in 
it. Thanks, neighbors, for your solid 
moral support, and for the fine fighting 
forces you sent to the Gulf on this 
wolverine hunt. 

REUNIONS 

FIRST SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE, 
August ’91, Hamilton, Ontario; contact 
Bill Story, 11815 Quarter Horse Court, 
Oakton, VA 22124. FOURTH MARINE 
DIVISION ASSOCIATION, June ’91, 
Bloomington, MN; contact Frank Gre¬ 
gory 7031 James Ave. N, Brooklyn 
Center, MN 55430; phone (612) 566- 
3369. NAVY/USMC ANGLICO ASSO¬ 
CIATION, November ’91, Washington, 
DC; contact L. Jack Summerfieid Jr., 
RD 6, Box 376, Indiana, PA 15701; 
phone (412) 463-3215.^ 



Recent peace demonstration at local 
recruiting office here in the People s 
Republic of Boulder confirmed our 
suspicions about peaceniks. Photo: John 
Kreiger 
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FIELD KNIFE EVALUATIONS 


■ _ m — . ■ The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of Hard-Use Knives 

_ by Jerry Younkins 

^ How does that blade you’ve got your eye on measure up when put to the test 9 Here's a source 

( that will tell you before you part with your hard-earned cash. In the first book of its kind ever 

published, Jerry Younkins reviews a range of knives based not on price but on materials, design, 
appearance, availability and reputation. Most importantly, with category of use and size in mind, he 
evaluates each one according to how it slices, cuts, chops and chisels in the field, where performance 
counts. Each chapter also highlights technical specifications, including blade shape, Rockwell rating, edge 
grind, length, weight and more. This book is an introduction to some of the better knife designs and a valuable 
reference for outdoorsmen and collectors alike. Performance doesn’t lie. Read and compare. It’s all here in black 
and white - the good, the bad and the ugly of some of the finest examples of modern hard-use cutlery. 5 1/2x8 1/2, 
softcover, photos, illus., 304 pp. $24.95 
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ANYTHING 
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BUSINESS 

PARTNERS 





HOW TO GET 
ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi¬ 
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Into on lock-pick techno¬ 
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more, including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11. softcover. illus.. 272 pp. $30.00 


GET EVEN 

The Video of Dirty Tricks 
Finally on film, George Hayduke’s 
greatest revenge tricks, showing you 
how to turn the tables on bullies, 
bureaucrats, big business and other 
bad guys. More than 100 uproarious, 
ingenious schemes make getting 
even easier, safer and more fun 1 
Rated “R" for revenge. Get Even is 
for entertainment purposes only. 
Color, 40 min., VHS only. $29.95 


BUSINESS PARTNERS 
The Best Pistol/Ammunition 
Combinations for 
Persona] Defense 
by Peter Alan Kasler 
Here is a practical and realistic 
assessment of which modern bullets 
work best in which handguns to get 
the job done in a life-or-death situa¬ 
tion. From the truth about wound bal¬ 
listics to the debate over the most 
effective calibers, this book holds 
nothing back. 5 1 12 x 8 1 /2. hardcov¬ 
er. photos, illus.. 200 pp. $22.95 


FISTS, WITS, AND 
A WICKED RIGHT 
Surviving on the 
Wild Side of the Street 
by Marc “Animal" MacYoung 
"It's awareness, wits and fists that 
will keep you safe out there, not 
some fancy Oriental fighting form," 
says Animal. Here, he gets down to 
the fine points and brutal tech¬ 
nicalities of blows and targeting - 
the critical stuff that will keep you 
from becoming dead meat. 51/2x8 
1 /2, softcover, illus.. 152 pp. $14.00 





RADIO 

EQUIPMENT 


OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

Street Lethal. 

..$15.95 

Bounty Hunter. 

..$12.00 

Screw Unto Others ... 

..$19.95 

How to Find Anyone, 


U.S. Army Special Forces 

Anywhere. 

..$19.95 

Medical Handbook.. 

..$19.95 

Break Contact, 


Into the Primitive. 

..$15.00 

Continue Mission. 

..$22.95 

A Bouncer's Guide to 


To Ride, Shoot Straight, and 

Barroom Brawling... 

..$17.95 

Speak the Truth. 

..$26.00 

Bail Enforcer. 

..$16.95 

Credit Secrets. 

..$12.00 

Mini-14 Super Systems. 

..$16.95 

U.S. Army Special Forces 

Credit: 


A-Team Vietnam 


The Cuttinc Edce. 

..$25.00 

Combat Manual. 

..$19.95 


U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1 2 x 11. soft- 
cover. photos, illus.. 240 pp. $19.95 


GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 
of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mafia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter¬ 
tainment only. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hard¬ 
cover. 208 pp. $19.95 


THE MASTER BLADESMITH 
Advanced Studies in Steel 
by Jim Hrisoulas 
This advanced study of steel reveals 
forging secrets that for centuries have 
been protected by guilds. Never- 
before-seen instructions, diagrams and 
photos explain the tncks behind using 
Japanese mokume gane. differential 
heat treating, power hammers, and 
other techniques to make kukris . wavy 
blades, spears and swords that bear 
the master’s mark. 8 12x11. hard¬ 
cover. photos, illus.. 296 pp. $45.00 


RADIO EQUIPMENT OF THE 
THIRD REICH: 1933-1945 
by Charles f. Barger 
This indispensable reference is for 
radio aficionados, military historians 
and collectors of Na 2 i memorabilia, it 
covers operation guidelines and 
maintenance for German field phones, 
transmitters and even the ENIGMA 
coding machine. More than 100 
photos and illustrations depict every 
facet of rare Nazi radio equipment 
used during World War II. 8 1/2 x 11. 
softcover. photos, illus., 112 pp. $25.00 



"SEALS 

<^l'i)T/SKAl. Operations 
in Vietnam 

^ 

^ I 


SEALs IN VIETNAM 
An Inside Look 

In the jungles and canals of Vietnam. 
U.S. Navy SEALs waged a war of 
terror against the Vietcong. This 
action-packed vsoeo shows SEALs <n 
training, preparing for missions and 
hauling in terrified VC prisoners. 
Voice-overs of SEAL veterans tell you 
what it was like to go out on deadly 
excursions deep into enemy territory 
and the special skills it took to get 
back alive. Color, approx. 30 mm.. 
VHS only. $29.95 


SEALs 

UDT/SEAL Operations 
in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosiljevac 
The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs' role in Vietnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 51/2 x 8 
1/2. hardcover, photos, 272 pp. 

$26.95 


MANSTOPPERS 
Selecting the Right 
Double-Action Pistol 
This video will help you select the 
right double-action auto pistol for your 
k personal defense needs. Technical 
advisors Col. Rex Applegate. Wiley 
Clapp, Tom Campbell and Chuck 
Karwan contributed to the evaluations 
of the latest autos from Colt. S&W. 
Ruger, Glock. SIG-Sauer and others. 
From the right caliber to the right 
safety, this video covers it all. Color, 
approx. 60 min.. VHS only. $59.95 


BLACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO 
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment 
A graphic demonstration of how to 
exploit the vulnerable vital points of 
the human anatomy. The instructors - 
bouncers in some of the most violent 
bars and roadhouses in the country - 
focus on strikes that they know from 
experience will put a man down. 
Some of the techniques in this video 
are only appropriate for life-or-death 
situations. Therefore, this film is for 
information purposes only. Color, 
approx. 50 min.. VHS only. $29.95 


I PALADIN PRESS CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 

1 fit P.O. Box 1307-IES 3, , t ,,^ 800 1 92 : 2 ? 00 , S' 

RnnIrlAr ro H/RiiA ( all 24 hours a day. / days a week, 

■ Boulder, CO 80306 from any stale but Alaska. Send SI.00 lor 

Please Send Me The Following Titles: 5()-pagp CATALOG <>t kid tides (free with order). 

□ VISA □ MASTERCARD EXP. 1 


J CHECK / MONEY ORDER 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307* Boulder, CO 80306 • (303)443-7250 

(Vidtmtnprs tin: non returnable. Damaged tapes ivill be replaced.) 


Please Include c , 
Postage & Handing f j 3U 
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“BAGHDAD PETEY” 1 

When President Bush said the Per¬ 
sian Gulf conflict wouldn’t be like the 
Vietnam war, he was wrong. During 
the Vietnam war, Peter Arnett was 
noted for his slanted reports from 
Hanoi. He just accepted the propa¬ 
ganda that was being fed him, and 
reported it as reality. 

Here he is again, in Iraq, acting 
surprised that there is damage to 
civilian areas of Baghdad, “due to 
American planes.” Why won’t he, as a 
reporter, examine any fragments in the 
damage? The Iraqis have put up a lot 
of antiaircraft fire. 

As far as I know, just about every¬ 
thing that goes up, also comes down. 
The Iraqis have also fired a lot of 
rockets, and few of them exploded on 
American aircraft. Where did they 
land? Don’t ask Peter Arnett; he’s too 
busy handing out enemy propaganda. 
Bob Steiner 
Upland, California 

“BAGHDAD PETEY” 2 

As history has proven, that country 
with the most will to win a war, wins. 
CNN’s Peter Arnett in Baghdad, in the 
guise of news reporting, has become 
the voice of Iraqi propaganda. 

In my opinion, he is doing more 
damage to the American will to win 
than Tokyo Rose did in World War II. 
CNN should either eliminate Arnett’s 
broadcasts or identify them for what 
they really are: enemy propaganda. 
“Cleared by Iraqi censors” is mislead¬ 
ing, at best. 

I suggest SOF readers call or write 
CNN and protest this extremely influ¬ 
ential distribution of enemy propa¬ 
ganda on American television. We are 
already seeing the beginnings of a 
Vietnam repeat. 

Donald McElfresh 
Dallas, Texas 

CNN is not only influential in the 
United States, but around the world. 
More than 65 million people in 102 
countries gather around their tubes at 
night to tune in Arnett and his gang for 
the "most accurate" information avail¬ 
able on the Persian Gulf war. To tell 
CNN how you feel about the way 
they’re reporting from Iraq, you can call 
them at (404) 827-1500. 


IRONIC BUT TRUE 

As I write this, the United States is at 
war with Iraq. It is ironic that as we fight 
for the freedom of people overseas, at 
home, our rights continue to erode. 

The Supreme Court has let stand 
the 1986 ban on the manufacture of 
machine guns for civilian use. If the 
logic here is that the Founding Fathers 
could not foresee the development of 
machine guns, it could be said that 
freedom of the press applies only to 
newspapers — not to radio or 
television. 

The men and women serving in the 
Persian Gulf cannot legally own the 
same weapon to protect their freedom 
here as they are using to protect 
someone else’s in the Middle East. 
How ludicrous. 

Bill Hall 

Denver, Colorado 



SOFski in Red Squareski? Da, English 
photojournalist John Evans gives Gorby 
even more to worry about on a recent trip to 
the worker’s paradise. Photo: courtesy 
John Evans 

UNIFORM ADORNMENT 

While watching TV the other night, I 
happened upon a game show with 
many military personnel as guests. I 
noticed that almost all of them sported 
at least a full row of ribbons on their 
chests. One female in particular had 
more than three rows, which would not 


be too strange, except that she 
couldn’t have been more than 25 
years old. 

My question: What the hell is going 
on? Has the military turned to handing 
out ribbons like cracker jack toys? Do 
you get a ribbon these days for making 
muster? Hell, I did a tour in the South 
Pacific during World War II, and one in 
Korea from ’51 to ’53, and I ended up 
with a grand total of six (6) ribbons. 

Seeing this kind of thing makes me 
want to take my ribbons and throw 
them in the can. When they were 
earned, they represented a ton of 
blood, sweat and tears. Damn, this 
whole thing makes me sick. 

R. Langdale 
Naches, Washington 

SOF called Colonel Terry Atkins, 
Chief of Military Awards for the Army, 
Alexandria, Virginia. According to At¬ 
kins, the primary reason military per¬ 
sonnel are wearing more ribbons these 
days is simply because there are more 
ribbons to wear. He pointed out that 
there was only one award available in 
the Civil War (the Medal of Honor), and 
two in World War /. Since then, many 
more have been created, especially 
since 1980. The system was “refined,” 
he said, to recognize peacetime serv¬ 
ice and achievement. 

Good enough, but ribbons are only 
symbolic of achievement. Symbolism 
is cheap; achievement is not. Veterans 
such as R. Langdale can take comfort 
in the thought that, ribbon or no ribbon, 
nothing can diminish their achieve¬ 
ments. 

RETURN TO SENDER 

My Dearest President Hussein: 

I hope this letter reaches you in the 
best of health. We think of you often, 
so I decided to write to let you know 
that I am doing well and that Barb’s 
sledding accident was not serious. 

I understand we don’t see eye to eye 
on this Kuwait thing. I am sure that 
after I explain my feelings on the 
matter, you will undoubtedly see my 
point. 

Let me get straight to the meat of the 
matter and say Read My Lips: Get the 
hell out of Kuwait, you smelly, son-of- 
a-camel-humping bitch, before I turn 
my Air Force loose and make a multi¬ 
national parking lot out of your camel 
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HERE’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN ... 

3 BOOKS FOR 980-PLUS THE GUN DIGEST BOOK OF 
ASSAULT WEAPONS (FREE). Send no money now. You’ll be 
billed 980, plus shipping and handling, when your member¬ 
ship is accepted. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you're not 100% satis¬ 
fied with your books, return them within 10 days at 
our expense and owe nothing. The free book is your gift 
to keep. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You'll receive up to 15 issues 
a year. Each issue reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) 
plus a wide variety of alternate books from the Club’s 
extensive library. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE, To get the Featured Book Selec¬ 
tions), do nothing— it will be sent automatically. If 
you prefer another book—or none at all—simply return 
your Member Reply Form by the specified date. A shipping 
and handling charge is added to each order. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much 
as 30% off publishers’ edition prices. Club books are some¬ 
times altered in size to fit special presses. 

AN EASY-TD-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 

4 more books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you 
may resign membership anytime. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted 
book because your Club magazine was delayed and you 
had less than 10 days to respond, simply return the book 
at our expense. 


PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS' HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 


TIIH 


* Counts as 2 choices 

x Special edition exclusively for Club members 
+ Softcover 
++ Fiction 


MAIL TO: The Military Book Club 
6550 East 30th Street 
P.O. Box 6357 

Indianapolis, IN 46206-6357 


M ilitary 

BOOK CLUB 

Your #1 Source for Military Books 

YES! Please enroll me in The Military Book Club according to the 
risk-free membership plan described in this ad. Send me The Gun 
Digest Book of Assault Weapons, 2nd Edition, FREE, plus the 3 BOOKS 
I’ve indicated. Bill me just 98<C, plus shipping and handling. 


Mr./Mrs. 

Miss/Ms. 


-— 

Please write book numbers here. 

If you already own The Gun 
Digest Book of Assault 
Weapons, 2nd Edition, you 
may choose a different 
FREE book. Simply cross 
out the book #1073 and 
write in the number of 
the book you prefer. 


please print 


Address . 


_ Apt. 


FREE BOOK #1073 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

z 

□ 

□ 

z 

□ 

□ 


. State 


-Zip 


City _ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced from 
Canada, where offer is slightly different. Safes tax added where applicable. We 
reserve the right to reject any application. SOF 5/91 


17625 


21 


- If you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the 
book number in one box 
and 9999 in the next. 
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dung country and use the Army and 
Marines to paint the lines on it. I won't 
even need my Navy, because by that 
time, your sorry ass will be sitting next 
to Allah and you won’t be too con¬ 
cerned about much of anything 
anymore. 

Well, Barb is calling me for dinner, 
so I’ll close. Give my best to your slimy 
buddies. Keep in touch. All my love. 

George 

Washington, D.C. 


THIS CONSTANT 

fOHflHt 

I JUST OUT 
7AXF/T,, 
ANYMORE'S... 


m 

r 1 

MAOS?.. 


CNN 

M 

^ J 

8 

1 UPDATES'. 

L • 


be a soldier in the Special Forces. Kids 
who do must be brave, enjoy chal¬ 
lenges, and have high expectations for 
their futures. I want to have a career in 
the Special Forces some day, so I read 
SOF because it is a vital source of 
information on world military affairs. 

Many people, including my parents, 
are narrow-minded and stereotype 
your magazine even though they have 
never read it. They also said you would 
never publish my letter because, ac- 
cording to them, 
Americans don’t give 
' a shit about what Ca- 

CNN P nadians think. 
umnes[ || Brad Blois 

m Nova Scotia, 

v. Canada 


FUEHRER DINKINS 

New York City Mayor Dinkins has 
decided that simply banning guns in 
our fine city is not enough. He has just 
proposed legislation that would give 
lawful owners of semiautomatic rifles 
“90 days to get rid of them, period!” 
Since he cannot bring himself to pun¬ 
ish criminals, law-abiding citizens will 
have to do. 

Bad enough? Not quite. Police 
Commissioner Lee Brown announced 
today that police will no longer be 
permitted to wear American flag 
patches on their uniforms as a sign of 
support for our troops in the Persian 
Gulf. Translation: You can burn the 
flag in New York, but you can’t wear 
one if you’re a cop. 

(Name withheld by request) 
New York, New York 


V *£23^ CREDIT WHERE 

r — Z IT’S DUE 

<CT Give me a break! 

— _ |' V e enjoyed SOF for 

more (han i o years, 
but a couple of lines in 
I " - C -• your February’91 

- issue really chapped 

- ——3 me. Quote: “Because 

many officers these 
days have no knowledge of weapons 
beyond limited military experience, 
your platoon leader may not under¬ 
stand dry lubricants.” 

Granted, the opinion of a typical 
lieutenant isn’t that good, but give us 
some credit. As platoon leaders, offi¬ 
cers and soldiers, I think I and other 
lieutenants have a better understand¬ 
ing of weapons than you give us credit 
for. I am an avid shooter, and think I 
know more than the average bear 
when it comes to firearms. 

Anyway, thanks for the info on dry 
lubes. As for the men in my platoon, 
they’ll have it on their weapons in the 
Persian Gulf if I have to buy it with 
money from my own pocket. 

2nd Lt. Kendrick McCormick 
Fort Polk, Louisiana 

BOOKS FOR THE TROOPS 


HOSTILE ATTITUDES 

I am writing in response to the letter 
written by Jesse Moore in your Febru¬ 
ary issue. I am also a young reader of 
SOF and experience the same hostile 
attitudes from people because of it. 

I think that police officer was right: 
No ordinary kid reads SOF or wants to 


I would like to thank you for your 
letter thanking me for the books I 
donated to your “Books for the Troops" 
program. In this selfish day and age, I 
was glad to know you took the time to 
see that everyone who donated books 
was sent a courteous thank-you letter. 
God bless you, Mr. Brown. I hope you 


and SOF continue to bring us in-depth 
coverage of the world’s fight against 
corrupt dictators and related topics. 

Doug Merkel 

St. Louis, Missouri 

Thank you for thanking us for 
thanking you, Doug. 

GOOD QUESTIONS 

I am writing about the current protest 
movement in the United States. In one 
breath the protesters declare their 
support for our troops in the Gulf, and 
in the next, damn them for being there 
and burn the American flag. 

What have these pathetic protesters 
ever done for the men and women of 
our military and their families? Don’t 
they realize that burning the American 
flag is like shooting our troops in the 
back? Don’t they realize that their 
actions give aid and comfort to Sad¬ 
dam Hussein? Must pro-Iraqi terrorists 
murder American citizens in our streets 
before they realize that their entire 
agenda is misguided, misdirected and 
malevolent? 

Why don’t they damn and curse 
Saddam Hussein for the torture of 
captured American pilots? Why don’t 
they protest the barbaric and inhu¬ 
mane atrocities inflicted on Kuwaiti 
citizens, the rape of teenagers and 
other degradations? Iraqi atrocities are 
no longer rumored — they are docu¬ 
mented. 

Since the second week of Operation 
Desert Shield, I have been organizing 
a volunteer mail project that has 
helped get over 5.2 million cards, 
letters and care packages to the 
troops. Our troops need our support 
now more than ever. Show them you 
care. 

Bill Hermann 

“The America Cares 
Campaign” 

Ladson, South Carolina 


Something on your mind? Write 
and tell us about it. We reserve the 
right to edit for content or brevity. 
Send letters to: FLAK, c/o SOF, PO 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306^ 
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PERSONAL SC BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 


SPY TECH VIDEO 


ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE SHOOTING METHOD - Revealed! 


Watch as 
each product 
is demon¬ 
strated, learn 
how they can 
give you the 
"edge." 30 
minutes — 
VHS only. 


Learn to shoot FAST/ safely and with deadly 
surgical precision. This video reveals for the first 
time/ the step by step training method used by 
all of the “special units" of the Israeli military. 


Shooting course as taught by ISDS, an Israeli 
government approved company that specializes 
in counterterrorism and VIP protection. 


SPYTECH 


Produced and filmed on location in Israel with 
Israeli instructors. 


CATALOG 


These techniques have been proven to work in 
“real world" situations time and time again. 
Anyone can learn the Instinctive Shooting 
Method after watching this video with just a few 
hours practice. 


Learn from the best! Be prepared when it really 
counts. 


Instinctive Shooting Video 

Retail $69.95 

Introductory Price $49.95 (Ship/lnsur. $4.] 


^ Fast moving one hour video is a complete 
condensed version of the Israeli Instinctive 


Spy-Tech Video Catalog $14.95 (Ship/lnsur. S3.) 


BODY WIRETRANSMITTER — Room Monitor 


VOICE CHANGER 


Fits over the handset of any telephone and 
electronically changes your voice to protect your 
identity. $298. (Ship/lnsur. $S.] 


EP-151 transmits your voice or other sounds up 
to 1/000 feet away to the matching receiver 
(included) with this small (cigarette pack size) 
crystal controlled VHF transmitter. (See warning.) 


MICRO 

SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 


Reg. $399. SALE $299. Complete 

(Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


Size of a cigarette pack. Pin hole lens will see 
through a 14" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See 
and listen. Can be hooked up to a VCR or TV. 


Body Wire 8t Bug Detector Transtec silently vibrates when it detects a hidden 
transmitter. Pocket size. Reg. $795. Sale $695. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Scrambled Walkie Talkies VHF, 5 watt, 4 channel, hand held, 3-7 miles, recharge¬ 
able. Model VHF-30 $595. ea. Minimum two required. 

Telephone Scrambler Portable, 13,000 access codes, works over any phone 
including cellular. $299. ea. Minimum two required. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Ultra High 
Level Units from $2,695. 

Stunlight Lightweight combination 40,000 volt stungun and rechargeable flashlight. 
Ready when you need it. $159. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

Briefcase Recording System Totally hidden micro-casette system. Records from 30 
feet away. $399. (Ship/lnsur. $15.) 

Shotgun Microphone With amplifier and headphones. Hand held, directional. Range 
varies with conditions. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Mini-Microphone Size of a pencil eraser, 25' wire, built-in amplifier, operates for 
months on one standard battery. Fits our long play recorders. AL-I $99. (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 
Professional Countermeasures System Complete in briefcase. Detects bugs and 
taps, hidden microphones, recorders, etc. $2,995. (Ship/lnsur. $30.) 

Lasergunsight FA-4 Only 4" long, weighs 3.5 ounces. 16 hours on one battery. 200 
yard plus range. Fits in the palm of your hand. Built-in weaver rings, mounts available 
for most weapons. $299. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) Mounts $45. ea. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 
Contact Microphone Ear-200 with built-in amplifier, recording jack provided. 
Cigarette pack size. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Telephone Ear Listen in by telephone! just attach to telephone line in home or 
business, dial up and enter secret code, now you can listen to room sounds from any 
telephone in the world. $249. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 

Long Term Storage Food One year supply. $1,076. (Ship/lnsur. $154.) 

Weapons Detector Garrett Super Scanner, hand held. $179. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 

Narc Bag Looks like a standard waist pack, but one quick jerk on the front and a 
hidden holster compartment is revealed. This system is fast and well concealed. For 
small revolvers and medium autos. Black nylon only. $39.95 (Ship/lnsur. $5.) 
Operations Recorder Voice activated, auto reverse, records for four hours on one 
casette tape. Small size. Works with auto start or mini microphone. $289. 

(Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 


"TELEPHONE 'TAPS' 8C 
ROOM BUGS/ 

How They're Done, 

How To Defeat Them” 


This exclusive video clearly demonstrates how easily 
wiretapping and room bugging can be done and what 
you can do to protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in countersurveillance begins with a 
detailed examination of telephone taps. The major 
fallacies of "tap detection" devices are exposed, 
followed by a discussion of the ONLY reliable methods 
to detect taps and safeguard your communications, 
learn the major features of common taps, including 
slaves, parasitic and nonparasitic devices, telephone 
recorder devices and more. Also included is an 
examination of how cellular and portable phones and 
even FAX machines can be ta pped. 

electrical outlets, 

smoke detectors, pens, calculators and cigarettes. 

The video concludes with a look at the best 
countermeasures against tapping and bugging, 
including how to detect transmitters, sweeping and 
detection gear that works and tips on how to perform 
a physical search of a room. 

Don't let others invade your business or personal 
life. Find out how to protect yourself today! 

Available in VHS format only. 

Reg. $99. DIRECT $49.95. (Ship/lnsur. $4.) 


Complete $699. (Ship/lnsur. $10.) 


PHONE RECORDING 
SYSTEM 


every time any 

the line is used. 

Records both 

sides of the conversation. (See warning.) Long Play 
8/12 Hour Recorder $125. (Ship/lnsur. $7.50) 
Autostart $59.95 (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 

SAVE-BOTH UNITS ONLY $165. (Ship/lnsur. 
$10.) Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for 
attaching anywhere on the line. $10. (Ship/lnsur. 
$3.50) 


ULTRA 

II TRANSMITTER 


Small, powerful. Microphone will pick up a 
whisper 20 feet away. Works with any FM receiver, 
tuneable 88 to 128 Mhz. Up to 14 mile or more! 

Powered by 9 volt battery for several days. 

Easy final assembly required. No soldering, takes 
5 minutes. For use as security room monitor or 
testing and experimentation only. See warning. 
Ultra II $99. (Ship/lnsur. $3.50) 110/9 Volt 
Continuous Power Supply $29. ppd. 


WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, 
TITLE III. 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 


■ Executive Protection Products, Inc. — The Professionals 

1325 Imola Avenue West ■ Suite S ■ Napa ■ California ■ 94559 ■ (707) 253-7142 I 

MasterCard ■ VISA ■ American Express ■ COD ■ 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk ■ Fax [7071253-7149 | 
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ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER 



“REMEMBER PEARL 
HARBOR” KNIFE 

Camillus Cutlery is continuing its line 
of World War II commemorative blades 
with their limited edition “Remember 
Pearl Harbor” knife. This new model, 
based on the U.S. Navy Mark 2 combat 
knife that Camillus made for service¬ 
men during the war, has a 7-inch, 
high-luster, blue-finish blade with an 
18-karat gold inlay of the USS Arizona. 

The blade also lists the other ships 
on "battleship row” at the time of the 
infamous attack. Overall length is 13 
inches. Only 2,000 of these commem- 
oratives will be offered, each packaged 
in a solid oak display case with a brass 
plaque denoting the year and number 
of pieces produced. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact your local Camillus knife 
dealer or Camillus Cutlery Company, 
Dept. SOF, 54 Main Street, Camillus, 
NY 13031; phone (315) 672-8111. 


ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 

If you have a product you wish 
to have considered for inclusion 
on this page, send a brief descrip¬ 
tion, suggested retail price, black/ 
white photo, and if possible a 
sample (samples normally not re¬ 
turned after testing). 



Springfield Armory, through a spe¬ 
cial marketing agreement with Israeli 
Military Industries, the designers and 
manufacturers of the original Galil, has 
introduced the new Galil Sporter. 
Available in two popular caliber op¬ 
tions, .223 Remington or .308 Win¬ 
chester, Galil Sporters come equipped 


with a handsome thumb-hole sporter 
stock and a five-round, magazine. Sug¬ 
gested retail price is $1,423. To see 
the new Galil Sporter stop by your local 
gun store, or for more information 
contact: Springfield Armory Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 420 West Main Street, Geneseo, 
IL 61254; phone (309) 944-5631. 



ELECTRONIC SCALE 

Lyman Products Corporation has a 
new electronic scale with some im¬ 
proved high-tech features. Accurate to 
1/10th grain, the new LEI 000 will 
measure up to 1000 grains of powder, 
and easily converts to the gram mode 
for metric measurements. A push¬ 
button automatic calibration feature 
eliminates your need for calibrating 
with a screwdriver. The compact de¬ 
sign allows the LEI 000 to be easily 
transported into the field or to your 
buddy’s home. The scale works either 
with a single nine-volt battery, or plug it 
into the wall with the included power 
adaptor. Also available is an (optional) 
sculpted carrying case. Suggested re¬ 
tail price is $310. For further informa¬ 
tion or a free catalog, contact Lyman 
Products Corp., Dept. SOF, Route 
147, Middlefield, CT 06455; phone 
(203) 349-3586. 


ORIGINAL DIRTY HARRY 

Cathey Enterprises, the world’s larg¬ 
est manufacturer of leather holsters for 
the U.S. armed forces, is now the 
manufacturer of the Original Dirty 
Harry shoulder holster. This is the first 
production holster designed for the 
S&W Model 29 .44 Magnum. Since this 
rig was made famous by Clint 
Eastwood’s movie character “Dirty 
Harry,” companies have tried to keep 
up with demand. Now that production 
is in the hands of one of the largest 
U.S. Department of Defense leather 
holster contractors, with a capacity to 
produce 18,000 holsters per month, 
you should encounter no problems 
obtaining this legend. Contact Cathey 
Enterprises Inc., Dept. SOF, 3423 
Milam Drive, Brownwood, Texas 
76801 (send $2 for their catalog); 
phone 1-800-633-7129.^ 
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Buy Direct & Save $$$! 


Visa, MasterCard & American Express! 
Call 1-708-640-7774 for Fast Delivery! 


Not a toy! You must be 21 to ordert 


Black Book of Dirty Tricks Tear Gas Guns 

Improvised Munitions Handbook-the most sought Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 6-shot 

after here-to-fore impossible to obtain Army Man- automatic fires tear gas cartridges or 

S a in S'W g eaX S ESSZSESZ blanks as fast as you can pull the trigger, 

ets. Incendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay Heavy duty metal construction with 

Mechanisms. Tells how to make Rocket Launch- quick, easy ejection. Checkered grips, 

ers, Pistols, Shotguns and Recoilless Rifles from Comes with holster, tear gas and blanks, 

easy to obtain materials and more! #BB $10.00 #260110 Blue Revolver $29.95 

#260510 Blue Automatic $29.95 

_ Extra Tear Gas (10) $4.00 

Blanks (50) $4.00 


Tap Detector 

Protection for 
your phone, 
computer / 
modem, ^1 
FAX or 
telex. 


Pistol Crossbow 

Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustable sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. 11-1/4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 

#214005 $49.95 


"Little Black Box" 
Amazing device automatically starts 
your recorder whenever the tele¬ 
phone is picked up and stops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Attaches 
anywhere along the line . Plugs into 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. 1 "x2 ,, x2". Warning: 
Not to be used for surveillance! 
#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 

#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 

New 10-Hour Recorder is the ideal 
companion for "Little Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 


World's Largest 
Survival Knife 
This is the knife you’ve been 
waiting for! Made tough, it 
features a big 10 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters, fishermen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter how tough A 
the task. It's more than Jm 
just a knife. Features: 

• 5" watertight black JHg 
aluminum hollow 

handle. 

• Liquid filled 
compass. 

• Rugged black 
leather sheath 
with sharp- 
ening stone, 


Crosman C0 2 I 
Pellet Revolver 

Look-a-like, feel-a-like, VcL*/ 
and shoot-a-like model of the 
famous .357 Python. Fires .177 
caliber pellets at velocities up to 
390 fps. 6" rifled steel barrel for 
incredible accuracy. Comes with 
6 and 10-shot cylinders. 

#464403 (Retail $85.) 

.177 Cal. Pellets, 250/pkg. 

C0 2 Cartridges, 5 to pack 


"Super Snooper" 

Extremely sensitive, pointable, electronic 
listening device amplifies and feeds all avail¬ 
able sounds through stereo headphones (in¬ 
cluded). Automatic shut-off circuit meas¬ 
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds.; a car door shutting at 5 
blocks; your dog hot on a trail 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for eavesdropping. 

#310300 $99.95 

Bionic Booster increases the receiving sur¬ 
face area 37 times, making it more direc¬ 
tional and powerful. Snaps on and off easily. 
#310301 $39.95 


• Survival 
kit inside 
handle fea¬ 
tures wire 
saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 
line, fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 
#17718 
$29.95 


RAMBO® Knives 

Available at Last! 
Licensed reproductions 
of the actual knives A 

used by Sylvester 
Stallone in the 
movies: 

First Blood, ^ 

Rambo U & . ( 

Rambo III. //) ^ 


By Mail; Use coupon or separate sheet. Mail with check, money order or credit card info 
to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 1831 W. Algonquin Rd., #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all product and credit card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 
!"VoUr Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: (708)640-7774 

RAMBO® First Blood _ 1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 5 P 37 

14" overall, 9" stainless I xr . _ 

steel blade.#K100 $89.95 ! Qtt- Number _ Descr.ption/Size/Color _ P»ce 

RAMBO® First Blood, | 

Part II: 15-3/8" overall, 10" . -— -——- 

stainless steel blade. I 

#K101 $89.95 | -- 

RAMBO® III: 16" overall, ■ 

11" stainless steel blade, I ---- 

#K106 $99.95 1 ^ „ Subtotal _ 


Each Knife 
comes with a 
top quality 
leather sheath! 


Double-Lock Handcuffs 

Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $15.95 

New Thumbcuffs $9.95 


Grenades 
Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are completely 
harmless. Full 
weight with de¬ 
tachable lever 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple. 

#1721 GO $9.95 


New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Weighs only a 
few ounces but packs a 70,000 volt bite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back to 
your body. 1 year warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 

Ni-Cad Battery & Charger #310801 $19.95 

New Big Daddy -120,000 volts of stopping power. 
#310805 $89.95 


Address 


State_Zip _ Phone _ 

Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally purchase, possess or carry air guns, stun 
guns. etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are an adult and there are no legal restrictions 
to purchasing. 


Qty. 

Number 

Descripticn/Size/Color 

Price 













Charge my: Visa L 

Expiration Date 

Card# 

Subtotal 

1 MasterCard Amex .... . . 

Shipping/Hand. 

7% Tax-/L Res Only 

Total 

$5.50 
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I WAS THERE 


by Clayton Williams 


Thieves of Baghdad 


THE faded blacktop road leading west 
from Baghdad across the narrow neck 
of Mesopotamia was showing the 
same signs of decay that characterized 
much of the Middle East. It was 0300 
and I’d slowed to 15 mph to lessen the 
chance of blowing a tire in the pothole- 
strewn right of way. 

It would have been less than wise to 
tempt fate by breaking down on the 
lonely, 50-mile stretch of road leading 
back to my American headquarters at 
RAF (Royal Air Force) Station Hab- 
baniyah. There had been talk of ban¬ 
ditry among my English friends at the 
officers’ mess but I hadn’t put much 
stock in it. 

After all, the discussion with them v _^ -y*- 

was academic. They had mostly been , grandfatnei 







■ y 

restricted to base since the German- Hupsteinfjm 
instigated Iraqi attack on Habbaniysha / wt%rT>is jgfandf; 



FaisqMl^and’ 
/ 10-year-old, 
ed-to^be crowned 
Jer^ivas as§assi- 

few years ago. Also, I was armed and y'paied )n 1 jt^be crowned 
figured to shoot if necessary. king of the riewHash^^ of 

In the subdued beams of the head- Y Jprdan. ' • 


ceived insult, could be worth more. Oury 
six-year-old Chevy staff car, unadorned 
except for a coat of olive drab paint to 
cover the big “U.S.” in white letters, 
was worth infinitely more — 800 Iraqi 
dinars or more than $3,200. I braked to 
a complete stop. Almost immediately a 

shouted order came in Arabic to douse,,. 

our headlamps. ^^ 

Going through my head .was a 
kaleidoscope of impressions, confused 
somewhat by a \e$s than temperate 
participation in aTpany at the|American 
legation in Ba^hdadwiat pasVevening. 

Major events)feer^t\r(ing in tne^Middle 

efs,Mmir Abdullah of—.,oit 

icle of the 10 - J\lt was in gunurai MraDic^ 
^ ar^you?” . , 

guessing at thg 
question, I ahsw|i®»I 
■'■"Is a United Statesf&pfeg 


East. Withir 
T rans : Jorcjan; 


anything infhe^dhpyhehe the^blinding 
searchlight was -mounted, Ajm£>ment 
passed as I set the hand brand 
throttle to insure the engine didnl die. 
The first overture came M'dm 
“Sten gun.” 

was in guttural Arabi<^“Who 


-on# 



lamps a pile of rock, only barely 
discernible, appeared in the road 
ahead. Our army staff car’s six-year- 
old battery was on its last legs and low 
rpms emphasized its ineffectiveness. I 
shifted into second and gunned the 
engine, seeking to better define the 
roadblock and possibly speed around 
it — mother had counseled against 
such stops. 

Muzzle flashes alongside the road, 
like tiny splotches ol|hgat lightning, 
were followed almo^hltaftaneously 
by the t junna[stakable^ga^a t) .burping 
I easid^up*on r th 6 T'" 
apgeMrator pis my companion peered 
Inleritjy ahead. In the darkness, I 

S sied his disapproval! “Better stop, 
tjbaoi TWy-coul 4 ^ 

-aojjijhalf bejfeved that tfii^was 
possible,out nly^rmenja^ 
ager, Sargam L. Saigas, had proven 
himself to be a friend and, as an ethnic 
minority dwelling in Arab Baghdad, a 
reliable interpreter of the local scene. 
His very survival had depended on it. I 
slowed to a crawl. 

“All the way, please, lieutenant. 
Those first shots were in the air only 
because they wanted to avoid damage 
to the car.” 

Sargam’s message was clear. I’d 
already learned the value of life, or 
rather the lack of it, in a short six months 
in the Middle East. Almost any property 
— a penknife, cigarettes, even a per- 


-proven difficult! for {66 


\ UUI u 

Bagfpd diplomatic corps 


pan-; 

XrabY 
jn1h e to|g| 


irt^ll of the requisite celebratic 

short time between pronouncement f at’ Yis/ speaMtngi! 
and fulfillment. .V V ,\ ; : ev, ^yone ?^ 7 4 ’ S!i; 

Upon taking leave of the BaghdadH : I said to Sarggn; “We ri 
party, the Iraqi prime minister, N(iri. lishpar'idl|)|if : ; Hc*n,“ anc 
as-Said, had welcomed me to hls ^yy ^ 


IK 
4 ' 


country and promised immediate help 1 Moyi 
if I ever needed it. In my slightly - ^ gunfire 11 
befuddled brain, a though} 

i, larnfe W 
1 gfed:;at,^« 

debris 
windshield. 




he^'ysuppned. 


.Sargamr 


What do yoi^tfiake of it?” I asked. 

“It’s hajMcffigure, lieutenant. They 
seem^tcTlTnow exactly what they are 
doihg.” 

At that moment a small searchlight 
came on and commenced moving 
slowly toward us, wobbling slightly as 
its carrier crossed the desert. 

At about 30 yards away, the other 
vehicle’s dark form, silhouetted against 
a new moon and starlit, mostly clear 
desert background, took on some dis¬ 
tinctive features. It looked like a Bren 
gun carrier, a low-slung, lightly ar¬ 
mored personnel carrier of a general 
type in use by British League of Na- 
tions-mandated countries. 

On a ring mount at the rear, the 
vague outlines of a heavy machine gun 
could be seen. I could discern the 
shadowy figure of a man crouched 
behind the gun. I couldn’t distinguish 


„..Pptroa9 

fgp^er and 
Now,” he said, “would 
you please respond to the question 
and in Arabic?” 

“Answer ’em, Sargam.” 

“I am Sargam Sargas,” he re¬ 
sponded, "and with me is Lieuten¬ 
ant ...” 

There was a sudden barrage of 
Arabic originating from the Bren gun 
carrier. Sargas briefly interpreted. 
“They say to get out of the car and 
come forward.” 

“Sten gun” approached and, in the 
light of the searchlight, looked me over 
carefully. After a few seconds he spat 
and turned to his comrades in the Bren 
gun carrier. “ Englaiz!” 

I looked at Sargam in surprise. “He’s 
in uniform. Iraqi soldier?” 

Continued on page 70 
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TOLL FREE ORDERS 

1 - 800 - 468-5575 


THE FIRST KNIFE DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOB DESERT WARFARE: 


EK 


1. Desert- 
Camo Para- 
grip® —18' of 
desert-camou¬ 
flage parachute 
cord custom- 
made expressly 
for this knife to 
550-lb. tensile- 
strength military 
specification. Can 
be quickly un¬ 
wrapped for utility, 
tie-down, etc. 

2. Desert-Tan 
Guard — The solid 
brass, downswept 
crossguard is Teflon- 
coated to a non-reflec- 
tive, sand-colored finish. 

3. Two Razor-Polished 
Edges — Both edges of 
Ek’s newest blade style are 
honed shaving sharp. So, 
with a 6-78" blade you ac¬ 
tually get a full 11” of cut¬ 
ting edge. The point is rein¬ 
forced, giving it the ability 
to pierce a steel oil drum. 


A new generation of Americans has gone to war - and they are engaged in desert 
combat. So, who better to create their desert combat knife? Ek Commando 
Knives have been tested—and proven—under the toughest combat conditions in 
American history, in World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and now, the Gulf 1 Since 1941, 
Ek holds the record as America’s leading private-purchase military knife. 

Now, Ek brings you the “Desert Patrol”.™ a new combat knife created especially 
for our troops engaged in Operation Desert Storm. 

Mission-Tailored for Desert Warfare 

The new Ek Desert Patrol™ is mission-tailored for desert warfare. Tests show 
that the Ek Paragrip® is easily the finest hilt design ever available for a desert 
combat knife. Even in 120° heat, the grip stays cool, resilient, non-slip and combat 
ready. Plastic-like grips like Kraton® can soften and literally melt under extreme 
heat, while leather grips can dry and crack. 

Included with your Ek Desert Patrol M Knife is an American-made, desert- 
tan web sheath with Velcro® retaining strap. Considered the most versatile of its 
kind, the sheath fits all military-style belts, or it may be fastened to leg, pack, etc. 

New Double-Edge Combat Bowie 

American servicemen selected Ek’s new double-edged Combat Bowie 
blade for the Desert Patrol Model. It’s ground and polished from a 1/4"- 
thick slab of full-length, full-width HCS1718 high-carbon surgical 
stainless steel. The blade is hardened to Rockwell C57-59, bead- 
blasted so it won’t reflect in the desert sun—and both edges, main 
and back, are honed shaving sharp. 

How to Order 

Ordering is easy: simply call toll free 1-800-468-5575 
or write the Ek Commando Knife Company. Order a 
Desert Patrol for yourself, or have us send one directly to 
a family member or friend on active duty. Well even 
enclose a special gift card from you, at no extra 
charge, if you wish. 


Order Form 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Return in 
45 Days for Full Refund. 

For the fastest possible service, simply call us with your credit 
card, toll free 1 -800-468-5575. Or, write, far or send coupon to: 

Eh Commando Knife Company 
601 North Lombardy Street, Dept. C85 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804)257-7272 Fax: (804)358-2179 

TOLL-FREE ORDERS: 1-800*468-5575 


Operation Desert Storm symbol is perma¬ 
nently etched on the blade reverse, a proud 
reminder for future generations. 


Card No: __ Exp:_ 

Signature:_ 

Name: _ 

Street: _ 

City, State & Zip: _ 

For Virginia deliveries, please add $6.71 tax, or $7.11 tax 
if personalized engraving also ordered. 


□ Yes, please rush me_Ek Desert Patrol Knives with 

desert-tan military web sheath, at only $149, plus $3 shipping 
charges to 48 states (free shipping to active-duty military, 
APO’s and FPO’s). 

□ Also, kindly personalize my knife by engraving my name 
and'or o ther information on the blade. My written request is 
enclosed on a separate sheet (two possible lines; 30 characters 
and spaces available each line). I have added $19 for this. 

□ This is a gilt. The delivery address is enclosed on a seperate 
sheet along with my gift card inscription request. Let me know 
in writing when the knife has been shipped. 


Check or money order enclosed for $_ 

PleaBe charge my: EH VISA IZ Mastercard ! Am. Exp. 


© Ek 1991 


Ek Desert Patrol Model 
ihown smaller than actual size. 
Length Overall: 13" 

Blade Length: 6-7/8" 

Steel Type: HCS1718 

Rockwell: C57-5S 


DESERT PATROL 


“By far, your knives are the best money can buy. I’ve 
carried mine since April when our unit went to 
Saudi.... Ym proud to own an Ek. Even more, I feel 
safe with an Ek ” 


‘119 - 

— SSGT A.A., U.S. Army ^ 
















Complete Combat Camo 



IF the enemy can’t see you, he can’t kill 
you — that’s the idea behind combat 
camouflage. The U.S. Army and Ma¬ 
rine Corps are becoming increasingly 
sophisticated about camouflage — day 
and night desert camo battle dress 
utilities (BDUs) and infrared-defeating 
dyes are all designed to lower the 
infantryman’s combat profile. 

But if you look at pictures of Ameri¬ 
can combat troops in Desert Storm, the 
one thing that really stands out is that 
black M16A2. For the most part, only 
U.S. troops carry the M16A2; other 
Coalition forces use desert camo on 
their weapons. The Iraqis are aware 
of this. 

This is nothing new. During the 
Vietnam war, Viet Cong trainees were 
told to look for the “black sticks,” then 
shoot at what was connected to them: 
American GIs. At night you were OK, 
but the smooth black plastic of that 
Ml6 contrasted sharply with jungle 
foliage the rest of the time. Yet camou¬ 
flaging the Ml6, other than maybe 
wrapping it with some tape, wasn’t 
generally permitted. 

Soldier of Fortune Managing Editor 
John Coleman, a Vietnam veteran, 
noticed a big change in attitude toward 


Desert BDUs and camo paint are effective 
at camouflaging these 82nd Airborne 
Division paratroopers, but their black 
Ml 6A2s stand out in sharp contrast to the 
desert terrain of Saudi Arabia — and to their 
own uniforms. Photo: Scott Defries 

camouflaging weapons when he later 
served in the Rhodesian Light Infantry. 
“We cammied everything. It was not 
only standard operating procedure, it 
was common sense. We called black 
guns ‘shoot-me sticks.’ They stood out 
like sore thumbs in the bush. But we 
weren’t allowed to camouflage our 
weapons in Vietnam.” 

I suggest the U.S. military policy on 
not allowing weapons to be camou¬ 
flaged be reconsidered. Plastic- 
stocked weapons won’t be damaged 
by being painted with proper finishes. 
Individual GIs, with guidance from their 
NCOs, could cammie their own weap¬ 
ons following a general pattern. 

Metal parts don’t need to be painted, 
but stocks and handguards should be 
camouflaged in accordance with the 
terrain and mission. Using BDU pat¬ 
terns and colors should usually work 
just fine. The cost would probably 
amount to a dollar or two per weapon. 



TOP: Ml A with leaf-pattern cam¬ 
ouflaged fiberglass stock from Spring- 
field Armory. This is the classic jungle 
camo. Broader-banded pattern might 
be more effective in forest environ¬ 
ments. Stocks and handguards inter¬ 
change quickly on the Ml4 family of 
weapons, making it simple to adapt a 
weapon to several environments (with 
the exception of the glass-bedded 
M21). Photo: Chuck Fremont 

MIDDLE: AR15 fitted with ART II scope 
on Leatherwood mount, standard 
military black finish. Fine for its original 
role as an airfield security weapon, the 
standard Ml 6 black finish is not a smart 
choice for desert warfare. Black 
contrasts sharply with desert sand and 
gets too hot to handle in intense 
summer sun. Photo: Chuck Fremont 

BOTTOM: Springfield Armory MIA with 
day desert camouflage pattern on fi¬ 
berglass stock. Jim Leatherwood’s 
[phone: (817) 965-3253J legendary au¬ 
tomatic ranging telescope (ART II) is 
mounted on a commercial see-through 
mount by K-Loc [phone: (303) 422- 
2050]. Note wide bands of contrasting 
earth tones, designed to break up the 
distinctive shape of the rifle. Sniper 
weapons certainly should be camou¬ 
flaged. Photo: Chuck Fremont 


The main idea of camouflaging a 
weapon is to break up its shape. Thus, 
for a long gun, you want to get some 
vertical bands in contrasting shades 
that still blend with the terrain. The U.S. 
day desert “chocolate chip” pattern 
works well on a rifle, giving the impres¬ 
sion at a distance of an irregular, 
shadowed surface. 

You may be wearing the most so¬ 
phisticated camouflage uniform that 
modern technology can produce, and 
your face may be masterfully cammied 
with dull earth-tone paints. But your 
combat camouflage is incomplete if 
your weapon stands out against the 
terrain.^ 
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Open the hood of the ’67 Corvette 
for & look at the then revolutionary 
fuel-injected engine. 


The ’66 Thonderbird 
complete with porthole 
windows and Continental Kit 
rear-mounted spare wheel. 


The "grinning” front bumper 
and chrome wire wheels of the 
’63 Bnick Skylark. 


The ultimate achievement in 1:43 scale precision replicas 





Twelve authentically detailed replicas 
in the prized collector’s scale. 

The Eldorado . Corvette . Thunder - 
bird and Edsel . 

Each one precisely crafted to new 
standards of excellence by Franklin 
Mint Precision Models. Requiring as 
many as 50 separate components 
hand-assembled to form a single car. 

Hinged doors that open and close. 
Sculptured engines and undercarriages 
exactingly detailed. Painted, hand- 
polished metal exteriors. 

The definitive, state-of-the-art 
collection. Each car chosen by the 
connoisseur’s magazine Automobile 
Q uarterly . 

The price of each car, $65, 
payable in monthly installments. A 
handsome imported display is provided 
as part of the collection. Just as in 
the ’50s, details matter. 



Display shown smaller than actual size 
of 20 9 A* high x 18 8 /4*wide. 


Cars shown approximately actual size. 

Corvette 3%" L. Thunderbinl 4 Vi" L. Skylark 4 8 /4" L. 


Please mail by May 31,1991. 

Franklin Mint Precision Models 

Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 

Please enter my subscription for The Classic Cars of the 

Fifties , consisting of twelve imported die-cast models in the 

prized 1:43 scale. 

I need send no payment now. I will receive a new replica 
every other month and will be billed for each one in two 
equal monthly installments of $27.50* beginning prior to 
shipment. The ’50s-styled hardwood and veneer display and 
a customized reference binder will be sent to me at no addi- 


tional charge. 

SIGNATURE 

*Phts my state sales tax and 
a total qfSS.for shipping and handling. 

MR/MRS/MISS 

ALL APPLICATIONS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE. 

ADDRESS 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. 

CITY 



STATE/ZIP_ _ 

11527-1104 


THIRTY DAY RETURN ASSURANCE POLICY 
If you wish to return any Franklin Mint Precision 
Models purchase, you may do so within 30 days of your 
receipt of that purchase for replacement, credit or 
refund. 


































IN REVIEW 

by John Coleman 


LIKE you, we’re keen military readers 
here at SOF. But in our case, we’re 
lucky that dozens of military-oriented 
books cross our desk each month for 
review. You’re probably not so fortu¬ 
nate. We try to select the best of the 
bunch and pass that information along, 
but unfortunately space limits us to 
reviewing only a few titles; many more 
good books usually go unmentioned. 

You could, if you had unlimited time, 
browse through five or six book stores 
each month, checking out each new 
military title and hoping to pick a winner 
or two. That’s if you had the time, and 
few of us do. 

We think we’ve found the answer to 
that problem. Former SOF staffer and 
Navy Reservist Bob Ogilvie has put 
together a quarterly catalogue, MILI¬ 
TARY BOOK REVIEW, which gives 
you the option to one-stop-shop for 
military books from your easy chair. 
This 24-page mail-order catalogue 
contains more than 200 military- 
related titles including biographies, ter¬ 
rorism, intelligence, strategy and tac¬ 
tics, weapons, general military history, 
conflicts ranging from World War II to 
Panama — in essence, an outstanding 
selection of the best of current military 
books. 

You’ll find not only non-fiction in 
MILITARY BOOK REVIEW, but you’ll 
get the latest and best fiction from 
authors such as Tom Clancy, Stephen 
Coonts, W.E.B. Griffin, J.C. Pollack, 
Kent Anderson, Mark Berent, Harold 
Coyle, and many others who are shap¬ 
ing the current genre of military writing. 

MILITARY BOOK REVIEW is not 
just a listing of books and prices. Each 
catalogue contains reviews written by 
professional military personnel, noted 
authors and military historians — re¬ 
viewers who actually understand what 
they’re reading, and who are capable 
of making sound, critical judgments. 

This is a good product whose time 
has come, and you can order your 
catalogue by writing MILITARY BOOK 
REVIEW, 6482 Jib Court, Boulder, CO 
80301. Include $2.00, which also cov¬ 
ers postage and handling. For that 
price, MILITARY BOOK REVIEW is 
one of the best investments you’ll 
make this year. 

In the meantime, we’ve got our own 
selection to present this month. 

THE WAR IN 2020 by Ralph Peters 


(Pocket Books) happens to reflect a 
comment I made back in our October 
’90 issue when I wrote that “our military 
writers [will] need to refocus their battle 
zones,” with the likelihood of a major 
Soviet/United States confrontation di¬ 
minishing. Peters certainly does with 
this book: The United States becomes 
militarily allied with a crumbling USSR, 
which faces the onslaught of a Japa¬ 
nese-backed Islamic war machine 
pouring across the Central Asian 
steppes. What a helluva scenario to 
contemplate, and Peters pulls it off 
brilliantly. 



George Bush has been talking much 
lately about the "New World Order,” 
and if THE WAR IN 2020 is even a faint 
glimmer of what might come, it’s time 
to saddle up and head for New Zeal¬ 
and. Peters starts out in 2005, with a 
haggard deployment of a gutted XVIII 
Airborne Corps deploying to southern 
Africa to defend against South African 
expansion north into Zaire. It’s here we 
meet Captain George Taylor, an 
Apache-flying Air Cav company com¬ 
mander who suddenly confronts high- 
tech war (courtesy of the Japanese) 
face-to-face — and along with most of 
his fellows, comes out a distant 
second best. 

As Peters winds us through the 
intervening years, Taylor grows hard 
and cold as he soldiers on for a United 
States on a fast downhill slide toward 
internal disintegration and interna¬ 


tional also-ran status. 

But all, as they say, is not lost, even 
though Greater Japan has become the 
hegemonic world player, using re¬ 
venge-hungry Soviet Islamic satellite 
forces to crush the remnants of a 
Soviet Union wracked by civil war — a 
situation decidedly not in the best of 
U.S. interests. Enter Colonel George 
Taylor and the U.S. Seventh Cavalry, 
armed with the finest high-tech air-war 
machinery the United States can field, 
tasked with brunting, then breaking, 
the Japanese-inspired drive. 

I’ve read few books as technically, 
tactically and strategically on-target as 
THE WAR IN 2020. Peters, who’s 
already hit the mark with his earlier 
RED ARMY, keeps the adrenaline 
pumping with this tour de force of war 
in the next century. A lot of people lose 
and few win — but that’s always the 
way of war. 

That's what we found in Vietnam, 
too, but revisionist history has made us 
— the men and women who fought that 
war — all losers. Not so. Against all 
odds we did our best, and a new PBS 
television program, WARRIORS, fi¬ 
nally gives those who fought their 
chance to tell the war as they saw it. 

This three-part series is an oral 
history of the battles of Dak To, Khe 
Sanh (check out our article in this issue 
on Khe Sanh revisited), and Lam Son, 
told by the U.S. and South Vietnamese 
troops who fought them. 

Coordinating producer Doun Rose, 
himself a 173rd Airborne Brigade Viet¬ 
nam vet, and staff from Public Televi¬ 
sion station WFUM traveled across the 
country interviewing vets for this se¬ 
ries, and integrating military and gov¬ 
ernmental archival footage, have put 
together an outstanding 120-minute 
series focused on the grunt’s-eye view 
of the war. 

WARRIORS presents an opportu¬ 
nity for you Vietnam vets to get in¬ 
volved and get your story told, by 
contacting your local PBS affiliate and 
requesting they air the program. For 
suggestions on approaching public tel¬ 
evision stations, or finding the station 
closest to you, Doun Rose recom¬ 
mends contacting WFUM Program Di¬ 
rector Jim Gaver at (313) 762-3028. To 
order your own copy of WARRIORS, 
send a check or money order for 
$31.45 (which includes p&h) to WFUM/ 
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TV28 (Warriors Tape), The University 
of Michigan-Flint, Flint, Ml 48502- 
2186. 

Two new titles to watch for in the 
next few months — HAZARDOUS 
DUTY - An American Soldier in the 
20th Century, by long-time SOF asso¬ 
ciate and friend Major General John K. 
Singlaub, under the Summit Books 
imprint and available in June; and 
LEAD POISONING - 25 True Stories 
from the Wrong End of a Gun, by 
Chris Pfouts, published by Paladin 
Press, (303) 443-7250, here in Boul¬ 
der, available in May. You can’t beat 
Pfouts’ dedication: “To the one person 
without whom this book could not have 
been written: the little asshole that shot 
me". Both will get full reviews in 
upcoming issues. 

DUEL OF ASSASSINS (Pocket 
Books), by LAIR OF THE FOX author 
Daniel Pollock, will hit your bookseller 
this month, and this we’ll rate as a must 
buy. Take one American soldier of 
fortune who defects to become a 
Soviet Spetsnaz operative, add a So¬ 
viet Spetsnaz officer who defects to 
the United States, then pit them 
against each other in a duel over the 
life of the Soviet president. This is 
well-researched and edge-of-the-chair 
writing, about as good as it gets in the 
action/adventure field. 

Finally: Is the world coming to an 
end? Not likely, but there is much 
concern about the war/post-war era 
and our recessed economy, and how 
we can make it through in one piece. 
With that in mind, the editors of SOF 
are compiling a special magazine enti¬ 
tled PRACTICAL SURVIVAL which 
will give you the knowledge necessary 
to carry you through, or prepare you 
for, hard times. 

This is not a “dig the bunker and buy 
out the gun store — the end is nigh” 
kind of magazine. What you’ll find in 
PRACTICAL SURVIVAL are intelli¬ 
gent, useful articles ranging from re- 
cession-proofing your life to preventa¬ 
tive medicine and natural remedies, 
city survival to creating a survival 
garden, weapons you may need (if you 
need them at all) to the sorts of survival 
kits you should have at hand. 

PRACTICAL SURVIVAL will hit 
your newsstands in late May, so watch 
for it — it’s a magazine you shouldn’t 
be without.^ 



| Patriotic 
| 10% military 

( discount to 
| all individual 

| US. Armed 

| Forces 
l personnel 
for the 
duration of 
the conflict. 
Just call our 
toll-free number 
to place your 
order or contact 
a participating 
dealer. 


i V 1116 

W holster 

istheM12, 
adopted by all 
U.S. Armed Forces 
as their standard issue. 
Bianchi’s UM84 version is now 
available in NEW Desert Camouflage, 


fflj Receive our 
W current full-color 
catalog by sending 
$3.00 to Bianchi , or 
get one FREE from your 
nearest authorized dealer. 


UM84 


Proven in climatic conditions around 
the world and now combat proven in 
the desert sands of the Persian Gulf. 

The UM84 system fits virtually all large 
frame semi-auto pistols. It’s ambidextrous 
and can be worn as a shoulder, chest or 
belt holster that attaches easily with 
Bianchi’s Quick-Lock™ Belt Fastener. 

The UM84 meets and exceeds the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense’s 44 military requirements. 
We’re sure it will meet your demanding 
standards too. In O.D. Green, Black, 
Camouflage and Desert Camouflage. 



BIANCHI 

Bianchi International 
100 Calle Cortez, Dept. SOF 
Temecula, CA 92390 

Toll-Free (800)477-8545 

In Hawaii and Alaska (714) 676-5621 
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WORLD SITREP 



COLOMBIA 
ELN and FARC Communist guer¬ 
rillas continue attacks on Colom¬ 
bia’s infrastructure...Cocaine car¬ 
tel leader Jorge Luis Ochoa sur¬ 
rendered in exchange for prom¬ 
ise of no extradition to U.S. 


BURMA 

Dry season offensive by 
government taking its 
toll on freedom fighters. 


CAMBODIA 

Overshadowed by events in Per¬ 
sian Gulf, low-key conflict contin¬ 
ues in its 12th year despite con¬ 
tinuing efforts and "agreements” 
among the four warring factions. 


CECHO-SLOVAK FEDERAL REPUBLIC 
Deploys army units along border with USSR; 
fears hard-line takeover in USSR will bring 
Soviets seeking their old slave states back. 


ARGENTINA 

Fourth military insurrection in three 
years crushed by troops loyal to Presi¬ 
dent Menem; 21 killed, 331 soldiers 
and armed civilians arrested. Former 
Argentine Col. Mohammed Ali 
Seineldin, still in prison for earlier 
uprisings, admitted responsibility. 


BANGLADESH 

Police shoot more than 100 demonstrators at 
campus in Dhaka...Deposed President Er- 
shad barred from new elections...Prison riots 
spur officials to promise release of tens of 
thousands. 


YUGOSLAVIA 
Rebel provinces Slovenia, Croatia threatening civil 
war; central government trying to disarm them. 


ZIMBABWE 

Millions facing starvation 
amid plenty because of 
governmental inability to 
distribute existing and plen¬ 
tiful food supplies. 


USSR 

Gorbachev urges suspension 
of recently enacted Soviet 
press freedoms. 


W GERMANY 

Bundeswehr officially drops plans to 
procure G11 caseless-ammo rifles; 
H&K (developer) negotiating for corpo¬ 
rate buy out...Problems with former 
East German weapons incorporated 
into pan-German stockpiles...Former 
KGB agent claims still some 700 active 
agents in Germany. 



INDONESIA 


Together with Malaysia, an¬ 
nounces it will undertake 
joint air patrols in the Ma¬ 
lacca Straits. 


LATVIA 

Communist 
troops gun 
down unarmed 
protesters. 



LEBANON 

Two Israeli F-15s attack 
Arafat’s PLO FATAH base 
12 miles south of Sidon, 
killing 12. 



IRAN 


r LIBERIA 

Dickering with PRC to buy 
a nuclear submarine. 


Harry Moniba, Samuel Doe’s VP, declares himself 
president; calls for resignation of Amos Sawyer’s 
West African-backed interim government. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 

50 U.S. Army trucks feared stolen 
by terrorists found; “terrorists” 
who stole them were U.S. Ma¬ 
rines...Kuwaiti army-in-exile now 
training with new Yugoslavian 
M-84 copy of Soviet M-72 MBT. 


POLAND 

Considering purchase of U.S. 
arms; Washington says such 
sales "not ruled out.” 


PANAMA 

Guerrilla camps along border with 
Costa Rica broken up; five government 
officials arrested. 


LITHUANIA 
Communist troops gun down unarmed 

protesters. 


MALAYSIA 
Police arrest Vincent Chung, 
from Sabah, in connection with 
alleged plot to have East Malay¬ 
sia secede. 


NAMIBIA 

Angolan MiG-23s bomb targets in 
Caprivi; pilots evidently thought 
they were attacking UNITA 
camps. 


NORWAY 

King Harald V ascends to throne after 
death of King Olav...Worldwide king 
business otherwise slow. 


NICARAGUA 


5,000 march to demand Chamorro fire 
Sandinista army chief...Contras getting 
impatient with lack of promises kept. 


TURKEY 

Communist antigovernment group over¬ 
powers guards at NATO maintenance 
facility; explodes bombs causing extensive 
damage. 


TAIWAN 

Offers $100 million for our Gulf war 
chest; Foggy Bottom turns it down for 
fear of offending PRC. 


o 


THAILAND 

Increases rice sales to Iran — double-bagged to 
withstand suspected transshipment to Iraq...Cabinet 
shakeup in progress. 


SWITZERLAND 

Oerlikon cancel¬ 
ing weapons 
deals with Turkey; 
Turkey buying 
from Oerlikon sub¬ 
sidiary in Italy, 
shopping for new 
suppliers. 


SWEDEN 

Selling Saudis NBC protection 
gear, gas masks; selling United 
Arab Emirates antidote kits. 


SRI LANKA 

Tenuous cease-fire broken as Tamil 
Tiger rebels open fire on two military 
bases with mortars and small arms. 


SOUTH KOREA 

Shipping rice aid to North Korea 
through intermediaries in Hong 
Kong...to save face for the North. 


SOMALIA 

Rebels continue fighting after rejecting 
country’s choice of new premier...Foreign 
doctors say more than 1,500 civilians 
killed in first two weeks of 1991. 


NORTH KOREA 

Announces it will build nuclear 
weapons if relations with 
USSR don’t improve. 


MOZAMBIQUE 

Warring factions establish liaison of¬ 
fices, but shooting continues. 
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AS SEEN ON G9 

SAVE GAS! CUT ENGINE WEAR IN HALF! 


Slick 50, the space-age miracle engine 
treatment applauded by Consumer’s Digest 
magazine, prestigious independent 
laboratories throughout the world, and over 
15-million satisfied automobile, truck, RV, 
boat, and heavy equipment users, is now 
available to you. 

One treatment with Slick 50 can cut your 
engine wear in half and make your engine run 
smoother, quieter, faster, and cooler than ever 
before. Slick 50 makes an unmistakable 
difference you can hear and feel in both newer 
and older cars. 

The Secret Is PTFE 


PTFE is an abbreviation for polytetrafluoroethyiene. 
The Guinness Book of World Records calls PTFE the 
slipperiest solid substance known to man-the 
equivalent of wet ice on wet ice. The Space Shuttle 
Columbia uses PTFE in its gears and bearings because 
it’s the only chemical lubricant that can withstand the 
heat and corrosive elements of space, it won’t rust, is 
immune to acids and alkalines, and the more pressure 
it’s under, the more slippery it becomes. 

Slick 50’s unique actuated formulation bonds these 
powerful PTFE resins to the mechanical surfaces of all 
internal combustion gasoline and diesel engines, 
creating a strong, protective coating that can 
dramatically reduce friction and wear. 

7 Ways Slick 50 Can Save You 
Money and Increase Reliability 



INCREASE POWER 
■ IMPROVE PERFORMANCE 

■ SAVE THOUSANDS OF $$$ ON REPAIR 
BILLS, MAINTENANCE & OVERHAULS 


■ The premiere EPA-recognized engine and 
lubricant testing lab in the U.S. conducted a strictly- 
controlled experiment using industry standard ASTM 
procedures. They found that a Slick 50-treated engine 
showed 50% less engine wear than an untreated 
engine and fuel consumption was reduced. To our 
knowledge, it is the only product of its kind to pass the 
punishing wear reduction tests conducted by an EPA- 
approved lab using nationally accepted ASTM standard 
procedures. 

■ The Automotive Services Council for 
Pennsylvania torture-tested Slick 50 and televised the 
astounding results on WTVE. Three cars, with 75,000 to 
129,000 miles on their odometers, were treated with 
Slick 50. Six months later, the oil was drained from each 
vehicle, and the cars were driven, without the oil plugs, 
for about a half hour. The water temperature never rose, 
and the engines sustained no apparent damage. 


Testimonials 


■ Increased Power Wins Races 

Dirt track champion, winner of over 40 modified stock 
car feature racing events and recent winner of 11 races in 
15 starts, says: “We've tested lots of products and found 
Slick 50 to be the best there is. It allows us to push the 
car to the limit and not be worried about hurting the 
motor.” 

Andy Belmont, NASCAR "Rookie of the Year" 
National Champion NASCAR 
Charlotte/Daytona Dash Series 


Although individual results may vary, tests have shown 
that Slick 50 effectively: 

1. Reduces gas consumption. 

2. Prolongs battery life by decreasing drag on starter, 
resulting in less amperage being required for start¬ 
up. (Makes cold weather starts faster and easier.) 

3. Helps extend the life of internal metal, mechanical 
engine parts. 

4. Lowers peak engine operating temperatures, helping 
to prevent overheating and oil breakdown even under 
the most demanding conditions. 

5. Increases horsepower and compression (especially 
important for small economy cars and large RVs). 

6. Lowers maintenance costs, reduces repairs, and 
minimizes or eliminates costly overhauls. 

7. Makes an automobile last longer and keeps its resale 
value high. 

How to Conquer Your 
Engine’s #1 Enemy— 
Lubrication Starvation 

Slick 50 is a metal treatment that bonds actuated PTFE 
to all mechanical moving engine parts, creating a 
strong, durable, lasting, dry-film protective coating that 
provides full-time lubrication even when there is 
insufficient oil on the parts like at start-up and when 
engine heat has broken down the oil. Instead of metal 
rubbing against metal, PTFE glides against PTFE, 
reducing friction and wear. It is this unique ability of 
Slick 50 to dramatically reduce friction that's 
responsible for its cutting engine wear by 50% or more. 

Most Often Asked 
Questions About Slick 50 


How is Slick 50 applied? 

Slick 50 is easy to use. At your next oil and filter change, 
simply substitute one quart of Slick 50 for one quart of 
new oil being added. Drive the car for 30 minutes, and 
leave Slick 50 in the crankcase. As the engine operates, 
the oil will carry Slick 50 throughout the engine where it 
bonds to the porous metal surfaces. 

Does it have to be used with every oil change? 
Certainly not. One treatment with Slick 50 provides anti¬ 
wear protection for more than 50,000 miles. It remains 
bonded to the engine parts no matter how many times 
the oil is changed. 


Does Slick 50 have any affect 
on automobile warranties? 

No. The use of Slick 50 does not in any way affect a car's 
warranty. Petrolon, the manufacturers of Slick 50, has 
letters on file from automobile and engine 
manufacturers to document that fact. Slick 50 carrier oil 
meets or exceeds all specifications that Detroit applies 
to products added to an engine. New engines need at 
least a 3- to 4-thousand mile burnishing-in period. Slick 
50 should not be added until the first oil change. 

Internationally-Recognized 
Labs Unanimously Agree 
on Slick 50 Benefits 

■ Consumers Digest Magazine in the March/April 
1982 issue, stated: "We were somewhat skeptical at 
first, but it turns out that Slick 50 does exactly what 
Petrolon, the manufacturer, claims it does. In fact, 
the more we looked, the more facts stacked up on 
the product’s side. The substance does, in fact, 
suspend the oil and will adhere to engine parts. The 
process by which this is accomplished is a closely- 
guarded secret.... Slick 50 does reduce engine heat 
and ordinary wear, and our informal tests indicate 
that it will improve gas mileage by about 2 or 3 miles 


■ Increased Gas Mileage by 20% 

■ Fewer Repairs & No Major Breakdowns 
in 200,000-Mile-Plus Fleet Vehicles 

“Our newspaper has a fleet of 65 vehicles that have been 
completely treated with Slick 50 products, including 
engines, automatic or manual transmissions and 
differential drive gear boxes. As a result of the treatment, 
gasoline mileage increased by 20%, and engine break¬ 
down decreased tremendously." 

■ Eliminated Repairs on Police Cars 

■ Fuel Savings 

“Thank you for the cost-effective, budget-saving benefits 
of Slick 50 engine treatment. I bought the product about 
four years ago for treating our city police cars. Since that 
time, we are happy to say; all car engines have been vir¬ 
tually trouble free. They haven't needed any repairs at all. 
Also our fuel savings have been noticeable.” 

Money-Back Guarantee 

Now your car can run better, faster, quieter, smoother, 
and last longer than ever before. And you could easily 
save thousands of dollars in gasoline, maintenance, 
and repair bills. Find out for yourself why over 15-million 
people are excited about Slick 50. We’re so sure you’ll 
be excited too, that we offer a 100% money-back 
guarantee. Call or write today. 


per gallon." 

■ TUV, the West German 
equivalent of our Underwriter’s 
Laboratories and foremost 
automotive testing authority in 
Europe, found substantial 
increases in both gas mileage and 
horsepower resulting from a 
reduction in friction. 


■ Nordisk Motor Test Center, 
Sweden’s most advanced 
motor-testing facility, reported a 
10% to 17% decrease in fuel 
consumption and attributes to 
Slick 50, “better sealed engines, 
performance increases and 
cleaner exhaust." 


r 


Yes, 


, 100% Money-Back Guarantee Order Form _ 

I want to extend the life of my engine, improve 
performance, and save money. Rush me risk free: 


_One quart of Slick 50 at $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping & handling. 

_Two quarts of Slick 50 at $59.90. Free shipping. 

Enclosed is my: □ Check □ Money order Q Visa □ MasterCard 
Please make your check or money order payable to SLICK 50. 
California residents add $2.02 per quart sales tax. 


Card #_ 

Name (PLEASE PRINT)_ 

Address (for ups delivery) _ 
City_ 


Expiration Date _ 


l_ 


SLICK 50 - Dept. 21 
12015 Sherman Road 
North Hollywood, CA 91605 


State _ 


Zip. 


For Immediate Delivery 
Call 1-818-765-8538 


© 1991 Melvin Powers 
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FORGOTTEN IN A 
FORGOTTEN WAR 

•4 

Why Were American POWs Abandoned in Korea? 


T HREE days before Christmas, 1953, 
Hugh M. Milton II wrote a decidedly 
uncheerful memo to the Secretary of the 
Army. In his capacity as assistant secre¬ 
tary, Milton was something of a civilian 
point man on POWs held from the Korean 
War. 

And though he would later become 
involved in war prisoner issues, and would 
be among those to help formulate the code 
of conduct carried in the wallet of every 
American fighting man, Milton was at the 
time focused on one crucial aspect regard¬ 
ing POWs. Namely, where were they? 
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by Susan Katz Keating 

It had been more than three months 
since the close of operation Big Switch, in 
which all prisoners held by both sides were 
to have been returned. The repatriation of 
prisoners had been a major point of 
armistice negotiations, delaying the end of 
hostilities until all details could be 
worked out. 

The United Nations Command (UNC) 
lived up to its end of the bargain. The 
communists did not. Only three days after 
the 6 September 1953 final exchange of 
prisoners, in which 88,596 personnel were 
exchanged, the UNC presented the com¬ 


munists with a list of 3,404 known 
prisoners who had not been accounted for. 
The list included 944 U.S. personnel. 

There followed a rapid-fire succession 
of communist denials and UNC demands 
for answers. It became obvious the an¬ 
swers would not be given at any time in the 
foreseeable future. When Milton sat down 
to compose his 22 December memo to his 
boss, it was not to report that the men were 
coming home for Christmas. 

Instead, he wrote that large numbers of 
UNC prisoners were still in communist 
hands. He further reported that the Neutral 


Based on analysis of forensic anthro¬ 
pologist, dark-haired American in center of 
photo, taken in a North Korean POW camp, 
is Sgt. Lewis William Sowles Jr. U.S. 
government says no, Sowles died in battle. 
Such contradictions do nothing save frus¬ 
trate families with sons missing in action. 
Photo (taken from captured Chinese film): 
courtesy Susan Katz Keating 

Nations Commission, charged with han¬ 
dling the prisoner exchanges, had declined 
to investigate these allegations. 

Hear No Evil, See No Evil 

Over the years, the UNC continued to 
press for information on the missing 
prisoners. The efforts were at first well- 
publicized. After a time, the issue faded 
from public view, and what was once 
common knowledge has now becom 
clouded in mystery. Even the Pent; 
seems to be in the dark, as jfUi^^wn 
experts haven’t seen the 

In June of last, year* Rear Admiral 
Ronald F. Marryo^deputy director of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), 
testified beforipCongress that “no such 
evidence MsF ever surfaced” regarding 
American 4 prisoners not returned from 
World War ^ 

There is mufKo ^ 

Evidence compiled by jlFcadre of 
researchers and family members shows 
that a number of Koreanjpvar soldiers 
survived beyond their supjgfsed dates of 
death. Others, reportedly /Miled in battle, 
were in fact captured aii$;^l<J^within a 
netherworld whose aipittiSarish reach 
spread as far as and the Soviet 

Union. 0 

One of the mosy||fnpelling POW cases 
from Korea is thlfW^Wate l^ggkClass 
Roger Dumas. An ele|0&l cabj^'S^tor 
and heavy equipment 
19th Infantry Regiment^zffli Division, 
Dumas was reported missing on 4 
November 1950 following a firefight 
involving Chinese troops northeast of 
Anju, in North Korea. 

He was not among those exchanged in// 
Big Switch or its sister operation, Litpp 
Switch, which consisted of the sick 
wounded. Dumas was classified as 
missing in action. On 26 February 1954, 
the Army issued a presumptive finding of 
death. 

In September 1956, Dumas’ name 
appeared on a list of prisoners compiled by 
the International Red Cross in Pyongyang, 
North Korea. Dumas’ brother Robert 
requested that his status be changed from 
missing, presumed dead, to POW. The 
Army refused, claiming there was no 
evidence to indicate Dumas had ever been 
taken captive. 

March To Oblivion 

But Roger Dumas did not simply vanisi 
from the field of battle. Bobby Caruth of 
Redding, California, recalls quite clearly 
what happened the day Dumas was 
reported as MIA. “He was in Charlie 


Company, and I was in Dog,” Caruth said. 
“Whenever the Chinese came in, we were 
on opposite sides of the road. This time, a 
large number of Chinese troops came in, 
and we were captured together. Our hands 
were tied behind our backs together. From 
there we marched to Death \&lley.” 

The two were moved from camp to 
camp in the same group, Caruth said. On 
21 January 1951, they went to Camp 5 in 
Cunchon, and in August 1951 were moved 
to Camp 3, where they remained for two 
years. On 21 August 1953, the bulkpf the 
Camp 3 captives were freed/ ~ ~ 

Nearly 40 years later, Canith is deeply 
troubl^cLby what happened lixt. “When 

V/GJ 

feyi 

liver has come out. Why did they pull him 
out? This is the darkest secret. Why did 
they pull some 380 men, and let the rest of 
us go?” 

Dumas was not pulled out on account of 
illness, Caruth said. “As much as the rest .<{ 
of us were, he was in good health. He wajs ; ' 
not injured that I know of. We carried , 
litters together. You have to understand, 
we all lost about 50% of our weighj 
down to 80 pounds.. But he was walking/ 
out, with his bedroll. Tsajjl, ;‘W]h^^oii i / 
going, Dumie?* He shrugged/Ms// 
shoulders, as if bldid not kftow.*/? / 

The missing-man’s brother heard this 
tale from Caruth, along with other stories / 
from men who were captive with Roger 
Dumas. George Ro|ers of Terlton, 
Oklahoma, wrote to Robert Djuina$ Jhfct he 
had seen Roger at prison indoctrination 
sessions, and also at camp sports activities. 

Lloyd Pate of Grovetown, Georgia, 
swore tharfie had treated a wounded Pfc. 
Dumas^ y Camp 5 in March of 1951. Jftate 
Mat Dumas was suffering from a/ 
|e, rotted flesh wound to the left side of// 
is body. Pate extracted maggots living in Z 
^ vaste of the prison latrine, and bound 
th^ into Dumas’ wound so they could eat 
thejiead flesh. Later that summer, Dumas 
encountered Pate at a river bank, and 
thahked him for saving his life. 

Badk/rin the States, Robert Dumas 
s mfrontea the Army with these and other 
g|ories. It was still no go. “They wouldn’t 
idge an inch,” he said. “They kept 
ing there wasn’t enough evidence.” 

“I Know What I Saw” 



ith also tried to get the Army to 
|en. “I told them this story so many 
ies I’m nearly black and blue in the 
race,” he said. “The government kept 
|saying they didn’t have jm^^igji// 
information. They said l didn’t know wfiaf 

toot J ; know whit I saw. I 
& •*«’% 'Ww 

Ip, to a ceifain extent, 

"of them. The Chinese 


Robert Dumas methodically compiled 
reams of sworn statements and official 
documents. He finally took the Army to 
court, seeking to have Roger’s status 
changed to POW. The Army dug in its 



heels. At one point, Robert obtained a copy 
of an internal memo from the Secretary of 
the Army’s office, stating, “ ... the Army 
will not turn over the documents Dumas is 
seeking under a court order. Because of the 
nature of this^case and the undesirable 
precedent that might occur, [this] course of 
action se^ti appropriate.” 

Nevertheless, th^^eight of evidence 
convinced the court that:Roger Dumas had 
indeed been taken captive, and in 1984 
. Ordered the Army td change his status from 
/' missing, presuifed dead, to POW. Robert 
was yet to/learn where his brother was 
taken by/the Chinese guards. A U.S. 
official tpfd Robert privately that Roger 
was likely among a group of men shipped 
to the Soviet Union, but so far Robert has 
been unfble to chase that lead. 

Another compelling case from the 
Korean War is that of Sergeant Lewis 
William Sowles Jr., a medical technician 
irom the 8th Army’s 2nd Division, 38th 
/Infantry Regiment Medical Company. 
Sowles was reported missing in action on 
,30 November 1950, in the battle of 
/jKunu-ri/f4orth Korea. This was among the 
. bloodiest and most decisive battles of the 
war. Thermite regiment was overrun by 
Cdthmunist Chinese Forces. 

1 When the dust settled, and Sowles was 
: : |;|ipwhere to be found, the Army declared 
hint missing in action, presumed dead. His 
- family was sent a posthumously awarded 
, Purple Heart*'with a citation “for wounds 
J teceived inaction, resulting in his death in 
Korea.” 'Die family also received another 
citation/ In grateful memory of Sgt. 
Spwles, “who died in the service of his 
//country.” 

Faces From The Past 

In January 1990, Sowles’ son, Bill, was 
attending a chapter meeting of his local 
1 VFW in Seattle, Washington. Sitting in a 
front row seat of a darkened auditorium, 
Bill Sowles had come to watch a 
documentary on the Korean War. But 
when the projector started rolling, the 
younger Sowles received the shock of his 
lifp. There on the movie screen, depicted 
among a group of American prisoners, was 
tljp glowering visage of Sgt. Lewis 
William Sowles Jr. 

p*|The minute I saw it I recognized 
him*/# the son said. “So did my mother. It 
waslibsolutely clear that it was him.” 

Jpll did some rapid footwork and 
l||fned that the film had been taken by the 
iferth Koreans in Pyongyang in 1951 or 
/l / 952. The film was captured by the U.S. 
r Army in 1953, and was then turned over to 
the Army’s Psychological Operations 
branch. The film was classified “not for 
public release” on the grounds that it 
would bring anguish and mental torture to 
relatives. At some point it was declassified 
and housed in the National Archives. 

Sowles obtained the film and had still 
photographs made from the sequences 
depicting his father. He packaged the 
photos with earlier family pictures of his 
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BUREAUCRATS, VIETNAM WAR POWs AND B.S. 


American men missing in Vietnam is 
political dynamite. 

At SOF, we feel that’s the way it should 
be, especially when an issue this impor¬ 
tant has been so surrounded by govern¬ 
ment cover-ups and bureaucratic inepti¬ 
tude over the years. 

Political dynamite can be educational, 
and upsetting. 

A few months ago, the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Foreign Relations received 
a report from its minority Republican 
members on an evaluation of the methods 
used by the Defense Intelligence Agency 
(DIA) and the Department of Defense 
(DoD) in accounting for those categorized 
as POW/MIA in Southeast Asia. 

The report represented the first time in 
17 years that an independent branch of 
the U.S. government has had an opportu¬ 
nity to conduct such an evaluation. 

Discoveries made by the staff inves¬ 
tigating for the report were not good if you: 
a) trust politicians, b) believe there were 
no Americans being held against their will 
in Southeast Asia after April 1973, or c) 
think there is no chance Americans POWs 
could still be alive in that part of the world. 

For nearly two decades, DIA, DoD, the 
State Department and other executive 
branch government officials have 
emphatically insisted that there is no 
evidence of living American POWs in 
Southeast Asia. 

In July 1990, for example, the DIA’s 
chief of the Special Office for POW/MIAs, 
Colonel Joseph A. Schlatter, said, “If we 
look at everything we’ve collected since 
the war, we don’t find any evidence that 
Americans are captive.” 

In October 1990, an unnamed “senior 
State Department official” was quoted in 
the press as saying, “The U.S. govern¬ 
ment has no evidence of living American 
prisoners in Southeast Asia.” 

What did the report delivered to the 


U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Rela¬ 
tions say? In essence, it said someone 
— perhaps many someones — had not 
been telling the truth. 

After pouring over hundreds of clas¬ 
sified, unclassified and declassified docu¬ 
ments, going through thousands of DIA 
live-sighting reports and conducting inter¬ 
views with government and private 
.sources, the evaluation staff reported 
that: “Living U.S. citizens, military and 
civilian, were held in Southeast Asia 
against their will after the U.S. govern¬ 
ment's statement in April 1973 that no 
prisoners remained alive.” 

Documentation and information gath¬ 
ered by the evaluation staff all confirmed 
one fact perhaps more startling than the 
rest. According to the report: “The OoD, in 
April 1974, concluded beyond a doubt that 
several hundred living American POWs 
remained in captivity in Southeast Asia * 
This was a full year after DoD spokesmen 
were saying publicly that no prisoners 
remained alive. 

The evaluation staff found that in a 
“disturbing” number of cases, the DoD 
made “too many” and “significant” errors 
in drawing conclusions about live-sighting 
reports, the presumed deaths of individu¬ 
als, or about individuals that were unac¬ 
counted for at the conclusion of the war. 

“DoD appeared to be more anxious to 
declare a presumptive finding of death 
than in following up reports of sightings 
with creative investigative work, ” the re¬ 
port continued, ” DoD spent an excessive 
amount of effort in discrediting live - 
sighting reports, while exaggerating or 
mishandling forensic data ... " 

What resulted from such bungling? 
Caskets were sometimes buried con¬ 
taining the “remains” of individuals, with 
full military honors, with absolutely noth¬ 
ing in them, among other things. 

Of perhaps more importance to those 


concerned about the 2,285 Americans still 
missing (according to statistics from the 
National League of Families) as a result of 
the Vietnam War, the report says: “The 
information available to the U.S. govern¬ 
ment does not rule out the probability that 
U.S. citizens are still being held in South¬ 
east Asia. ” 

Since it was official U.S, policy in 1973 
that all Vietnam War MIAs be considered 
dead, the report says that it became a 
“bureaucratic necessity for the U.S. 
government to favor a presumed finding 
of death in all 'unresolved ' cases” con¬ 
cerning American MIAs. 

Therefore, in order to discredit any 
information which might undermine the 
government’s political thesis, the report 
concludes: “The analysis of intelligence 
files fell into a systematic pattern of 
debunking information contrary to the 
thesis ... and, if all else failed, the arbitrary 
disregard of evidence ” on American 
POW/MIAs. 

Vietnam may seem far away at a time 
when the Persian Gulf seems so close. 
The POW/MIA issue, however, will not go 
away. Saddam has already paraded 
beaten American prisoners through 
Baghdad. The last thing American fami¬ 
lies will need to hear after the Gulf War 
has ended are bureaucrats going about 
saying, “Everybody’s home. The MIAs are 
dead. Case closed.” 

If this kind of thing happens again, it Is 
up to every American with a doubt to 
demand as accurate an account as possi¬ 
ble for every U.S. soldier, sailor, airman 
and Marine captured or missing in the 
Gulf. 

The absolute least we should expect 
from our bureaucrats is that they don’t lie 
to us about them. 

— John Kreiger 



Beginning with crude attempts such as this 
in the 1950s, no nation on earth has 
become as imaginative and expert in the 
use of propaganda as North Korea. To this 
day, only fractions of information the 
country puts out can be believed. Here, 
Americans are portrayed in what was 
supposed to be an average day in the life of 
a North Korean POW camp. Photo: 
courtesy Susan Katz Keating 

father, and sent them to his state senator, 
Slade Gorton. Gorton dispatched them to 
the FBI for analysis. Sowles also sent a 
similar package to a noted forensic 
anthropologist, Dr. Michael Charney of 
Colorado State University. 

While awaiting the results of the 
analysis, Sowles hit the veterans’ networks 
in search of anyone who could remember 
his father. 

“It was like searching for a needle in a 
haystack. His company was decimated, 
and only a few survived and returned to 
this country. But I have been able to locate 
some of the living who were in the film. 
One remembered being filmed. He said 
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Operation Big Switch, POW exchange at 
the North Korea-South Korea border at 
Panmunjom, August 1953. Photo: National 
Archives 

they were rounded up for the film, and 
were not part of a group that had been 
captured together. It was taken when the 
North Koreans turned over the POWs to 
the Chinese, and were taking them to 
camps near the Yalu.” 

The prisoners were later marched 
around by a commander nicknamed 
Colonel Tiger, because of his cruelty. He 
would pull the sick and wounded from the 
march, and kill them on the spot. Out of 
the original group of 700 men, only 200 
completed the march. 

Frustrated Families 

Sowles’ son was understandably 
frustrated when he finally heard back from 
the FBI that its analysis was inconclusive. 
But Dr. Chamey’s findings were solid. 
Based on a series of ear and skull 
measurements, and utilizing super¬ 
imposition techniques, Charney concluded 
that the surly dark-haired prisoner in the 
captured film was Sgt. Lewis William 
Sowles Jr. 

This family, too, was told unofficially 
that the sergeant was likely imprisoned in 
the Soviet Union. Bill and his mother have 
printed up reward posters in Russian, 
seeking information on the soldier’s last 
known whereabouts. They also hope to 
have his status changed to POW. 

Another frustrated family member is 
Rita Van Wees of the Bronx, New York. 
Her son, Corporal David Van Wees, was 
serving with the 179th Infantry Regiment 
when he vanished on 30 November 1952. 

“He did what he had to do,” Mrs. Van 
Wees said. “He went into the enemy 
trenches, and was awarded a Silver Star for 
bravery. About a day after the battle, they 
started searching for the men. They never 
found a trace of him.” Corporal “Dutch” 


Van Wees was declared missing, 
presumed dead. The following year, Mrs. 
Van Wees saw his photograph in Life 
magazine, “He was such a poor young 
boy,” she said. “He stood out. Everybody 
said it was him. It wasn’t just us.” 

Eight years after Van Wees’ supposed 
death on the battlefield, a member of the 
White Russian underground contacted 



Free at last, free at last. Former American 
POWs smile their way out of brutal North 
Korean captivity. These three were among 
the lucky ones; thousands of their 
countrymen were simply never accounted 
for. Photo: courtesy Susan Katz Keating 

Mrs. \hn Wees, and told her that her son 
had been seen in a Soviet prison. The 
Russian said the young corporal was 
among other Americans captured in the 
Korean War. The group was spotted in 
September 1959, in Krasnoyarsk Oblast. 

“For 38 years, the government told me 
they were doing everything they could to 
get an accounting,” Mrs. Van Wees said. 
“They really never did.” She filed suit in 
Federal District Court, hoping to have her 
son’s status changed, but the judge ruled 


2,285 Americans are still listed 
as MIA in Southeast Asia as a 
result of the Vietnam War. For 
each country, the numbers miss¬ 
ing are: 

Vietnam (North): 587 
Vietnam (South): 1,080 
Laos: 529 
Cambodia: 83 
China (territorial waters) 6 
Source: National League of Families 

that he had no authority to force an action. 

In other cases, repatriated American 
servicemen have reported their knowledge 
of men left behind. Steve Kiba of Camden, 
South Carolina, was an Air Force radio 
operator aboard a B-29 shot down near the 
Chinese border on 12 January 1953. He 
and 10 of his crewmen were released in 
August 1955, two years after the armistice. 
His case is particularly significant because 
he is living proof that men were held after 
the final Big Switch exchange. 

“I Saw Him — He Was Alive” 

Kiba and others from his 14-member 
crew were captured within 18 hours of 
being shot down. Kiba believes the tail 
gunner was trapped inside the aircraft and 
killed, but that the 13 others were taken to 
Mukden, in Manchuria. Their captors split 
the group in Manchuria, telling Kiba that 
one man in particular, radar instructor 
Lieutenant Paul Van Voorhis, was dead. 
“Seven months after our capture,” Kiba 
said, “I saw him. He was alive. I saw Van 
Voorhis.” 

Kiba also spent about three weeks in 
prison with John Downey and Richard 
Fecteau, two CIA agents eventually held 
for 21 and 19 years, respectively. After his 
release from China, Kiba reported the 
sightings of Van Voorhis, Downey and 
Fecteau, as well as other Caucasian 
prisoners. He gave his information to Air 
Force Intelligence, the State Department 
and the CIA. 

“It was suggested that perhaps I had 
imagined that I had seen these men,” Kiba 
wrote in a statement. “Some time during 
my debriefings I was ordered to forget 
what I had seen ... and never to discuss this 
matter with anyone. Of course, there was 
no way I could ever forget these men. 
After all, I had just been released from that 
indescribable hell that these men were 
suffering and enduring.” 

Retired Air Force Colonel O’Wighten 
Delk Simpson of North Palm Beach, 
Florida, has frequently told his story of 
mass shipments of American POWs 
through China and into the Soviet Union. 

Simpson was the Air Attache in Hong 
Kong in 1954 when he received a report 
from a Polish railroad worker who said he 
had seen about 700 Americans on a train 
headed for Siberia. The railroad worker 
said the prisoners spoke English. He 

Continued on page 71 
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FISTFUL OF 
DOLLARS 


Overseas Jobs Promise Adventure, Big Bucks 
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Text & Photos 
by William Wilson 


and Benefits 


S TANDING with Alfonso on the out¬ 
skirts of our camp in the arid, desolate 
wasteland of northern Colombia, I was 
asking myself what the hell I was doing 
here. An old buddy I’d worked with in 
Israel called from Baranquilla a few weeks 
before and asked if I wanted a job. I said 
yes, but now, looking at the barren terrain, 
I wondered. 

One of my responsibilities was trans¬ 
porting 800 Indians from their tribal areas 
to work each morning and returning them 
in the evening. The Indians didn’t care 
much for gringos, and frequently vented 
their frustration and anger on us. All of the 
Indians wanted to live in their tribal areas 
and not the work camp: all except Alfonso. 

Alfonso was a congenial old Indian, a 
member of the Guajiro tribal council. He’d 
been here a long time and I was curious 
why he stayed on. “What would happen if 
you left the camp?” I asked. 

“They kill me with hatchet,” he re¬ 
sponded with a curious look. “My brother 
killed a royal member of Tairona tribe and 
left province to work in Bogota. I am only 
living member of family so I must pay 
with blood.” 

He paused, looked aside and smiled his 
Christmas tree smile, his teeth decorated 
with numerous gold spots. “If they 
catch me!” 

“How long do you intend to stay in this 
camp?” I asked. 

“As long as I live,” he answered. 
“They won’t come after me here. I will 
never give you reason to fire me, senor. If 
you do, you have written my death 
warrant.” 

My memories are probably typical of an 
industrial mercenary abroad. I have 
worked under five contracts in four coun¬ 
tries in the Middle East and Central 
America. These jobs are in hardship areas: 
hard work that fits the mercenary life but 
pays well. My annual salaries including 
bonuses ranged from $46,416 to $79,000. 

All employment contracts were with 
American corporations except for one 
Arab company on the Persian Gulf. Inter¬ 
estingly, I found many former military 
men working on these projects. In fact, all 
American security personnel I met were 
prior military. 

A big advantage in working abroad is 
that though government employees’ in¬ 
come tax remains the same regardless of 
their place of work, this is not true with 
civilians. For them there is a blessed 
provision called “foreign income 
exclusion.” 

This exclusion has increased considera¬ 
bly since my first overseas job. The 
foreign income tax credit in 1989 stipu¬ 
lated that up to $70,000 of your foreign- 
eamed income may be tax free if you 
satisfy the foreign residence and physical 
presence test. This means you must be a 
U.S. citizen who is a bona fide resident of 

Deep sea diver maintains oil pipeline in 
North Sea. Photo: Jim Joiner, Commerical 
Diving Center 


a foreign country for an uninterrupted 
period that includes one tax year. 

To qualify, you must show that you 
were physically present in a foreign coun¬ 
try for 330 days in any consecutive 
12-month period. Travel time does not 
count. This provision was a primary reason 
for my desiring to work abroad. 

A1 Khobar, Saudi Arabia 

My first contract was with Arabian 
Refrigeration Industries (ARI), (P.O. Box 
294 Dhahran Airport, Saudi Arabia; phone 
Dammam 26529). This company is owned 
by the A1 Zamil family of Saudi Arabia 
and Bahrain. The real director of this 
organization was Bob Butler, the 
American operations manager. Bob had 
advertised for Americans to fill certain 
spaces in ARI. I saw his ad in the Atlanta 
Journal. I mailed my credentials and he 
asked that I come to Arabia for an 
interview. 

A short time later he notified me he 
would interview in Atlanta with two other 
Americans. All three of us were in Arabia 
within two months. The other two were 
also former military. This was the only job 
I had that was not acquired through 
networking or the Group Fischer 
organization. In all jobs, the Americans 
were primarily managers or supervisors. 
Together with the Europeans, they are 
called “expats,” an abbreviation of 
expatriate. 

I was provided a Plymouth sedan and a 
“chalet” on arrival. The “chalet” was 
really a two-bedroom townhouse on a dirt 
road, but it was new and comfortable. 
There’s no booze in Arabia and they still 
flog at the stake. 

Since this was a foreign company, U.S. 
taxes were of no interest to the Arab 
owners. The contract stipulated that the 
Zamils would not pay American income 
and social security taxes, but Arab taxes 
would be covered. 

On completion of this employment my 
annual salary was $46,416 with all 
expenses paid except food. Monthly 
payment was in Arabian currency 
requiring local bank transfer. 

Desert Hell, Israel 

The Camp David Agreements required 
the United States to build two air bases in 
Israel’s Negev Desert — one at Ramat 
Matrad near Beersheba and a second in the 
Ovda rift of the Negev Desert. The 
specifications stated that each Israeli base 
would have the capability to operate two 
fighter aircraft squadrons under combat 
situations. 

The Ovda project was awarded to Negev 
Airbase Constructors, a consortium of 
Harbert, Perini, Herbert and Berger 
construction companies which joined their 
expertise to acquire the venture. The 
consortium was dissolved after completion 
of the project. 

“Your responsibility is to support a 
workers’ camp. Professional and 
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GROUP FISCHER 


A good way to secure overseas work is 
to contact a placement organization such 
as Group Fischer, 110 Newport Center 
Drive, Suite 150, Newport Beach, CA. 
92660; phone (714) 759-3374. Group 
Fischer is a management consulting firm. 

The Fischer Report is arguably the 
foremost newsletter in its field. It contains 
current information on contract awards, 
bidding, concession agreements, propos¬ 
als, contract negotiations, and planned 
and contemplated projects worldwide with 
an address and phone number for each 
company. Many “hobos,” as those placed 
by George Fischer call themselves, are 
employed by direct contact with the com¬ 
panies announced in the report. 

Fischer also offers a computer¬ 
generated data base called MANLINK, 
which uses numeric codes to identify job 
classifications and resume particulars of 
subscribers. The cost of MANLINK and 
the Fischer Report is $400 for 12 months 
of service. Renewal each 12 months is 
$300. Fischer maintains this data base 
free of charge to all international compa¬ 
nies, and distributes procedures to sus¬ 
tain data base usage. Many corporations 
access this base at no cost to seek 
employees as well as satisfy bids or 
project requirements. 

George Fischer is a remarkable man 
who dedicates maximum effort to his 
enterprise. From chief executive officers 
of the world’s largest international compa¬ 
nies to maintenance supervisors in the 
Arabian desert, Fischer knows his con¬ 
tacts. SOF recently interviewed him. 


SOF: What jobs are available overseas 
for security personnel? 

Fischer: There are jobs for security 
professionals: people with strong adminis¬ 
trative, management and surveillance 
system backgrounds. There are very few 
jobs for “gun-toters,” The strongest de¬ 
mand for ex-military personnel are on the 
operations and maintenance projects. 
Congress is not going to be inclined to 
provide money for paramilitary opera¬ 
tions. The bottom line is that there will not 
be many opportunities for military- 


oriented work. But the situation in the 
Middle East could change that. 

SOF: Can you comment on the pros¬ 
pects for the individual with a military 
background seeking employment in this 
area? 

Fischer: The market has become so 
totally globalized that American compa¬ 
nies think of themselves as global compa¬ 
nies. They employ a hell of a mix of 
people, not only Americans, but Europe¬ 
ans, Asians, etcetera, it’s almost like a 
small United Nations out there. 

You have to understand that American 
companies are bidding against foreigners. 
When companies like Bechtel or Lummus 
go out to bid a job, they have to consider 
that they are bidding against Hyundai of 
Korea or John Brown of Great Britain or 
Chiyoda of Japan. You have to be realistic 
and not get hoodwinked. There are some 
so called “job placement services” that 
will tell guys, “Oh Christ yes, spend your 
money and we’ll get you out.” That's 
baloney. 

There are a lot of people from the 
military we would like to have. We have 
companies coming in looking for people 
with backgrounds in electronics, manage¬ 
rial, administrative and technical fields. 
We’re not building bases overseas any¬ 
more but we are operating and maintain¬ 
ing them. People from the military are 
exceptionally well-qualified for operations 
and maintenance work. 

SOF: How do you see the future for 
international operations? 

Fischer: It’s a different market today. 
We have seen a huge turnaround in 
overseas work, partially due to our com¬ 
petitiveness, followed by the reduction in 
the value of the dollar. The bottom was 
1985 when the dollar was trading at 260 
yen to the buck and now it’s about 159. 
We were in deep trouble five years ago, 
but today our companies are back on top. 
Common sense is going to tell anybody 
that if they can hire a Filipino for $300 a 
month, why the hell hire an American for 
$3,000. 

Having said that, 1 also must say that 
we received more requests last year for 


people than we have ever had in the 
history of this company. We processed 
almost 12,000 files from MANLINK. We 
only have about five to six hundred files in 
our data base. 

SOF: What effect will the Gulf war have 
on overseas employment? 

Fischer: You’re going to see an impact 
on security requirements, not only in the 
Gulf and Kuwait, but elsewhere in the 
world as well. Many countries sympathize 
with Saddam Hussein and some will 
follow his call to carry out terrorist acts, 
therefore requiring additional security. 
Construction work will also be lucrative. 
Eighty percent of the companies working 
to rebuild Kuwait will be American, and 
between $40-100 billion will be spent 
according to Kuwaiti estimates. And that’s 
just Kuwait; Saudi Arabia and Iraq will 
need help as well. 


A second data base, of unknown effec¬ 
tiveness and without a newsletter, is the 
Career Placement Registry (CPR), 302 
Swann Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22301; 
phone (800) 331-4955. Ask for Rick Myr- 
ick. The CPR data base is available online 
to businesses, organizations and govern¬ 
ment agencies that subscribe to Dialogue 
Information Services, the largest online 
database vendor in the world. 

The resumes list 52 occupational 
preferences that may not describe your 
exact military occupational specialty 
(MOS), but is based on the same princi¬ 
ple, These preferences are expanded by 
work experience, special skills, geograph¬ 
ical preferences, citizenship status, avail¬ 
ability and salary requirements. CPR says 
that their subscribers select more than 
2,000 resumes a month for review. 

Myrick advised last May that CPR has 
from 2,000 to 3,000 experienced, and 
1,500 student resumes in the system. 

CPR is less expensive than Fischer 
($15 to $45 for six months; $20 renewal), 
but for those seeking foreign employment, 
the Group Fischer and its newsletter 
probably are the best. 

— W.W. 


supervisory personnel will be from the 
United States,” I was told at a briefing in 
New York. “All labor will be from 
Thailand. In Israel, we will work a 10-hour 
day, 6-day week. It is urgent that camp 
construction start immediately so Israeli 
forces can complete their withdrawal from 
the Sinai. The personnel ratio living on site 
will be about 3,000 Thais to 300 
Americans and Europeans.” 

As the size of the job began to sink in, I 
had to interrupt. “That’s not a camp, that’s 
a city,” I said. He continued as if a tape 
recording was reactivated after a 
temporary pause. “You are correct, and in 
the middle of the desert. It will be 
completely self-contained. We are 
scheduling employees from here and 
Thailand to arrive in planned increments 
within the next few months and they must 
have a place to live and eat at the work site. 


You are not responsible for construction.” 

I was relieved, and wondered if the 
construction crew chief knew how to 
squeeze water from silt. Many years 
before, I learned from the Arabs that a man 
lives much longer without food than 
without water. It was there that I 
developed a permanent thirst. 

After leaving New York, we worked in 
Tel Aviv for several weeks arranging 
immigration for the Thais. All the U.S. 
employees received either a Blazer, sedan 
or pickup for business and personal 
transportation. We made an occasional run 
to Elat about 80 miles south. 

Security on this job was critical, being 
close to Jordan and subject to raids. The 
large security force was all expat 
(predominantly ex-military American). 
This was unusual because foreign security 
organizations are usually manned by expat 


supervisors and indigenous guards. But 
because this contract required that all 
personnel be non-Israeli, and the area was 
unstable, only American personnel were 
used. The camp was sealed after dark. No 
entry, no exit. Night perimeter watches 
and road patrols were standard operating 
procedures. 

At 0400 each morning the camp came to 
life. Breakfast started at 0500. An hour 
later, work began. Lunch lasted about an 
hour, from 1130 to 1230. Work continued 
until 1600 and dinner was served at 1700. 
The 50-hour work week was a back- 
breaker but it got the job done faster. At 
the completion of this employment my 
salary was $79,000 per year, including 
completion bonus. 

Yanbu, Saudi Arabia 

I had two contracts in Arabia. The 
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for Tegucigalpa, the capital of Honduras. 
On arrival, a short, well-dressed, stocky 
individual in civilian clothes met us. His 
appearance, complexion and manner 
blended exactly into the local 
environment. 

“I am Colonel Emelio Borrego, Deputy 
Project Manager,” he said. He spoke with 
a definite Spanish accent and stepped 
forward to shake each hand. I later learned 
that he had been an officer in the Cuban 
army, became a naturalized citizen in the 
United States, was commissioned in the 
U.S. Army and, subsequently, retired as a 
lieutenant colonel. Although I never 
questioned him on his background, he was 
probably commissioned in our Army after 
being a member of Brigade 2506, 
composed of the Cuban exiles who 
courageously invaded Cuba during the 
Bay of Pigs debacle. 

“I take you now to Maya Hotel,” he 
said. We were led to the terminal's 



second was with Lummus Construction 
Company (1255 Broad St., Bloomfield, NJ 
07003). I was contracted by the Saudi 
government to build a liquid gas petroleum 
storage and processing facilities at their 
new port city of Yanbu on the Red Sea. 
Bachelor quarters were on a large barge 
anchored near the site. 

The barge, built in Singapore and towed 
to the Red Sea, was an ingenious idea. It 
was constructed with prefab metal 
buildings and mobile homes stacked to a 
height of five stories. Each deck had two or 
more dining and recreation rooms. 
Accommodations: two men sharing one 
mobile home with a bath in the middle. 

There was no critical security on this 
job. We were on the Red Sea, away from 
Iran and Israel. Also, Saudi has minimal 
crime. 

As with most other jobs, there were no 
expenses for bachelors. Housing, food, 
cleaning, laundry, fuel and transportation 
were furnished. I received a car when I 
arrived. Our Korean labor was billeted on 
another barge. 

On completion of this contract my 
salary was $58,000 per year including a 
20% bonus. I was carried as a permanent 
employee and took early retirement with a 
small life pension. This struck me as 
peculiar since I worked for the company 
for less than 12 months. I remembered 
being constantly criticized in the military 
for the 20-year reduced pension retirement 
program. I hold Lummus close to my 
heart. 

Special Forces Camp, Honduras 

In 1983 the government of El Salvador, 
suffering severe communist insurgency, 
contracted the U.S. government to train its 
army under the Foreign Military Sales 
(FMS) program. The concept of this 
project emerged with the use of Army 
Special Forces as the training element, and 
a civilian company as the operations and 
support element. 


Honduras was the training site. Locating 
the camp in El Salvador would have 
exposed it as a prime target for guerrilla 
attacks. We would have spent more time 
fighting than training. Although 
intelligence reports indicated that 
Salvadoran guerrillas had infiltrated into 
Honduras and were en route to assault the 
camp, nothing materialized. 

Several weeks after returning from 
Arabia, I received a phone call from Dr. 
Les McFarling, whom I later learned was 
the Litton Manager for Central American 
support programs. He explained the 
situation and asked me to meet him in New 
Orleans with jungle clothing to last for 
three months. When 1 saw him at the 
airport, he was in the company of two 
other Americans. Our briefing began that 
afternoon and continued, in intense detail, 
deep into the night. 

“We rushed this project,” Dr. 
McFarling said, shuffling papers in his 
briefcase. “We need you down there fast. 
We’ve partially constructed the camp. All 
the troops, including the Special Forces, 
will live in general purpose 12-man tents. 
The Green Berets will not depart the 
United States until you have completed the 
camp for the Salvador trainees.” 

The next afternoon we boarded a plane 


TOP: Living space aboard ship was 
cramped, but comfortable. 

ABOVE: Workers’ housing in Negev Desert, 
Israel. 

BELOW: Author outside work camp in 
Colombia. 
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GETTING THAT OVERSEAS JOB 


Practical American know-how has 
been in demand around the globe for 
years. Fortunately for the world, skilled 
and adventurous U.S. citizens have al¬ 
ways been there to help. This tradition 
lives today and is certain to continue well 
into the next century. 

To get work overseas, the first step is to 
sit down and list your background and 
capabilities. Be specific. If you have a 
resume, it's already done. Don’t hesitate 
to have a professional help you with your 
resume; it’s money well spent. Networking 
and associates are extremely important, 
and helped Colonel Wilson with two out of 
five jobs. Networking, often termed the 
“good ol’ boys net," is not a dirty word. 

Just maintaining contact with fprmer 
associates is enjoyable, easy, and some¬ 
times productive. You should also read, of 
course. Military retiree magazines, for 
example, carry advertised vacancies and 
are not encumbered by deceiving hus¬ 
tlers. Service newspapers have an em¬ 
ployment section, but these are paid 
advertisements, and are often flavored 
with con artists. 

From engineering and computer pro¬ 
gramming to all levels of security work, a 
broad range of well-paying jobs are 
available and waiting. With the income tax 
exemption mentioned by Col. Wilson, the 
prospects you may enjoy become even 
more lucrative. While the work is often 
hard, it’s rarely too hard for a hard worker. 

Getting foreign employment is not as v 
difficult as it might initially seem. There are 
a number of corporations that provide or 
specialize in international employment 
opportunities. Unless you already know 
the right people, you probably need to 
work with one of them. They’ll want a 
complete and detailed resume including 
references. The key organizations in¬ 
clude: 

Vinnell Corporation, 10530 Rose- 
haven Street, Suite 600, Fairfax, VA, 
22030; phone (703) 385-4544. Vinnell is 
a privately held firm that is a big player in 
the military contracts market. Like so 
many in their line of work, they generally 
decline to discuss their clients. They 
currently have operations in “the King¬ 
dom” (Saudi Arabia). Most of their em¬ 
ployees are former U.S. military personnel 
who do essentially the same things for 
Vinnell. 

Wackenhut Corporation, 1500 San 
Remo, Coral Gabies, FL 33146; phone 
(305) 666-5656. Probably the third largest 
commercial security organization in the 
world, Wackenhut operates in 37 coun¬ 
tries. Much of their security work is 


antiterrorist in nature. 

For example, in the November 1989 
offensive by the leftist El Salvadoran 
FMLN guerrillas, Wackenhut’s uniformed 
personnel came under direct fire while 
protecting U.S. personnel and assets. In 
terror-stricken Colombia, they provide se¬ 
curity for Avianca Airlines (the largest in 
South America). Recently, in Liberia, they 
helped protect the U.S. Embassy at the 
height of the Monrovia fighting. 

Wackenhut employees receive con¬ 
siderable training throughout their ca¬ 
reers, and the corporation maintains its 
own large training facility. Wackenhut also 
operates the Department of Energy’s 
Central Training Academy, which pro¬ 
vides antiterrorist training as advanced as 
any in the world (see SOF, April ’91). 

Moreover, the organization protects 
American strategic petroleum reserves 
and many of the nation’s most important 
nuclear facilities. In addition to security 
operations, Wackenhut offers technical 
and administrative services, executive 
protection, security analysis and risk as¬ 
sessment. 

Pinkerton Security Investigative 
Services, 6727 Odessa Avenue, \fen 
Nuys, CA 91406; phone (818) 782-5400. 
Pinkerton has more than 40,000 em¬ 
ployees stationed in the U.S., Canada, the 
United Kingdom and Mexico. Additionally, 
the firm has liaison contract agreements 
with agencies in more than 90 countries 
and is currently negotiating to expand into 
continental Europe. 

Pinkerton Services does the world’s 
largest contract security business (pro¬ 
viding fierce competition for Wackenhut 
and Burns). The organization provides 
training throughout its employees’ ca¬ 
reers. This includes college-accredited 
security course work with book and written 
exams supplemented by audio and video 
tape presentations. Pinkerton Services 
does considerable investigative work and 
has more than 40 offices in the United 
States. 

The company sends its investigators to 
a southern California location for special 
training in human intelligence techniques. 
The firm employs a lot of former secret 
service people, police officers and military 
personnel. They tend to recruit investiga¬ 
tors with government experience and 
“professional demeanor." The firm has 
found that “women make outstanding 
investigators, especially in undercover 
and surveillance work.” Pinkerton Serv¬ 
ices recruits all the time. 

By policy, the company doesn’t handle 
domestic cases (they don’t care who’s 


sleeping with whom), but does a fair 
amount of business in insurance investi¬ 
gation. Other activities run the gamut from 
employee honesty testing to consumer 
attitude testing. 

Manpower tnc., P.O. Box 2053, Mil¬ 
waukee, Wl 53201; phone (414) 272- 
8500. Manpower operates in 32 countries 
in Western Europe, Latin America, the Far 
East and North America. The organization 
has been operating overseas since the 
early 1950s. It provides technical support 
to governmental bodies and private enter¬ 
prises. In the period of a year, Manpower 
deals with a million people worldwide. 

Manpower firms maintain separate 
data base networks by nation, so you’ll 
need to send your resume to a Manpower 
office in the country where you desire 
employment. (Ask to be added to the 
national data base and enclose a second 
resume for this purpose.) The organiza¬ 
tion employs and bonds everyone from 
aerospace to X-ray technicians. Man¬ 
power technical offices in California, Mich¬ 
igan, and Texas employ large numbers of 
former U.S. military personnel. 

Burns International, 2 Campus 
Drive, Parsippany, NJ 07054; phone 
(201) 397-2000. Burns employs more 
than 45,000 people and operates in the 
U.S., Canada, the U.K., Colombia and 
other South American locales. Burns 
works mainly with commercial industrial 
firms and has more than 5,000 clients. 

They also protect U.S. nuclear power 
plants, but most of their postings are 
unarmed. Although they most often recruit 
specifically for a contract, recruiting goes 
on year round. Previous security experi¬ 
ence is beneficial, but not required. Appli¬ 
cations are available at any of Burns’ 150 
offices. 

\fence International, 10467 White 
Granite Drive, Suite 210, Oakton, VA 
22124; phone (703) 385-6754. Vince is a 
security firm that works primarily in the 
U.S., but does some international work. It 
is likely that their tasks are specialized. 
They claim to be “the best in what we do” 
and argue that “our competitors are chas¬ 
ing us in recruiting.” Spokesmen offered 
little to back this up. 

When you send your resume to these 
firms be certain that it is complete and 
factual (background checks will be made). 
Also, have the resume done by a profes¬ 
sional service. You can greatly improve 
your chances of getting a job if you include 
detailed task descriptions, company tele¬ 
phone numbers and the names of 
superiors. 

— James McQuaid 


baggage area. “You will be ready 
tomorrow morning for Trujillo flight. I 
pick you up at 0930.“ He had two cars 
waiting. 

Borrego impressed me, initially. 
Everyone at the hotel seemed to know him 
and hold him in high esteem. The maids 
curtsied and the bellboys fumbled. We 
checked in and turned to Borrego. He 
threw a hand dramatically into the air, 
bellowed a loud “adios,” and vanished. 


My travel companion from New 
Orleans was Dick Cotton. We signed the 
Litton contract at the same time. He turned 
out to be the only one on the project who 
was not former military. Dick was a 
geologist and had spent 20 years in Latin 
American jungles exploring for Occidental 
Petroleum. 

The next morning, Borrego transported 
us to the airport and loaded us into a 
five-passenger chartered plane. He stiffly 


waved us goodbye and returned to his car. 
Dick turned to me and said, “I’d like to see 
Borrego’s job description because I want 
to be his replacement. From what I heard 
about Trujillo last night, I’d take a pay cut 
to stay in Tegucigalpa.” 

Trujillo was on the northeast coast of 
the Caribbean Sea, a two-hour flight from 
the capital. It was the nearest “village” to 
the jungle camp. There were four 
telephones in town. We activated radios to 
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This barge housed workers during 
construction of port at Yanbu, Saudi Arabia. 

communicate with Washington. The plane 
landed on a concrete strip running parallel 
to the beach: no hangars, no fuel, no lights, 
no terminal. There was nothing except a 
rather tall, mature man standing by a jeep. 
He walked toward the plane while we 
unloaded our luggage. 

“Welcome to Trujillo,” he said. “I’m 
Bob Rollier.” He seemed to be a pleasant 
person and pumped each hand with more 
enthusiasm than we received in 
Tegucigalpa. There was a definite contrast 
here. Bob Rollier was a retired full-bird 
colonel who did not use his title; Borrego 
was a rank below Rollier and always used 
his title, without the lieutenant prefix. 

Rollier looked at the three of us and 
said, “You gotta get transport. Go out to 
the road and see what you can flag down.” 

I soon found that Rollier could not speak 
Spanish and the number of people around 
Trujillo who spoke English could be 
counted on one hand. Later, I learned the 
reason Borrego was so powerful with the 
Hondurans was because his boss couldn’t 
communicate. When Rollier was replaced 
by a retired U.S. Army colonel fluent in 
Spanish, his power vanished. 

Dick and I came back with a pickup and 
a small sedan. Rollier reached in his 
pocket, pulled out some Honduran bills, 
and told Dick to pay the drivers and follow 
his jeep. After everything was loaded, we 
proceeded to a quasi-Honduran civilian/ 
military navy base. This was to be the port 
area for off-loading the Special Force’s 
equipment arriving by sea. The Green 
Beret battalion commander and two of his 
staff officers were at the port. 

At the time we finished the contract, my 
annual salary was $51,953 including 
bonus and all expenses. 

Wasteland, Colombia 

One of my military posts before going 
to Vietnam placed me on temporary duty 


in the Congo to provide logistic support to 
the army of the Congo which included Col. 
Mike Hoare and his mercenary 
commandos. Flying out of what was then 
Leopoldville, we transported all supplies, 
food, weapons, munitions and vehicles on 
our C-130 aircraft to the interior. On 
return, we usually had either wounded 
mercenaries, or some allowed a few days 
off. I ran into one of them later as a civilian 
security chief on a job in Colombia, South 
America. 

Nine years ago, elements of an 
American company moved to Colombia to 
build the massive infrastructure for a 
90-mile standard gauge railroad, a new 
Caribbean port, an extensive surface coal 
mine and two cities to house 6,000 
workers. The company was Morrison 
Knudsen International, (P.O. Box 12, 
Boise ID 83707), and the facilities are 
located in the state of Guajira. 
Geographically, this area is in the northern 
part of the country. It is sandy pampa with 
very little precipitation, strong winds, 
barren terrain, low trees and a wide range 


Sand dredge at work in Saudi Arabia. 

of temperatures. It is semiarid and has the 
closest terrain to Arabia I’ve seen. 

Security was critical here. The two 
construction camps were named “Port” 
and “Mine.” The Port camp was at the 
extreme northern tip of Colombia. It was 
Indian country. They still controlled most 
of the area and governed it according to 
tribal law. When we first arrived, the 
80-mile trip between the Port and Mine 
camps had to be made in convoy with 
armed security vehicles front and rear. The 
camps were locked in after dark. Patrols 
were on the perimeter day and night. 
Mobile patrols were also tasked to protect 
our interests at Maicao, near Lake 
Maracaibo and the Mine camp. You didn’t 
want to be on the street after dark; it was a 
lawless town. 

The project headquarters and main 
security office were in Baranquilla, some 
300 miles south of the two camps. This 

Continued on page 83 
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TROUBLE 

IN TYRONE 

Armed and Dangerous in Ulster 

Text & Photos by Stan Martin 



S OMEWHERE along the narrow coun¬ 
try road between Dungannon, in 
County Tyrone, and Cappagh, in County 
Armagh, we crossed over one of those 
invisible lines in Northern Ireland (N.I.) 
that you have to be a local to know about. 

The changes were almost imperceptible 
at first. The civilian car we were in began 
to accelerate from the pleasant, country- 
drive pace, to bal-oul-o’-hell pace — the 
narrow, twisting road notwithstanding. 
The jokes my Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC) friends had been sharing stopped, 
their gaze shifting to outside the car, 
scanning the green blur that was now 
whizzing by us. I knew something was up 
when my three companions simultane¬ 
ously drew their Ruger .357 magnum 
revolvers and held them in a ready 
position. 

“You know, now I wished we had 
brought the SMGs,” one of them said, 
referring to the Sterling 9mm submachine 
guns now located miles behind us. We had 
discussed bringing them with us prior to 
our departure, but decided the risk of 
ambush was not high enough to warrant 
the extra firepower. Not to mention our 
little country tour was on our own time and 
in plainclothes. Obviously they were con¬ 
cerned now. The driver was still accel¬ 
erating. 

I turned to him, noting he had his 
revolver tucked between his legs. 

“I take it we’re no longer in a loyalist 
area?” I asked. 

They all laughed. 

“When we patrol this area on duty we 
usually helicopter in or use the armored 
cars,” the driver said. “PIRA (Provisional 
Irish Republican Army) will set up am¬ 
bushes on these roads and just wait for us. 
They know all the local people and cars, so 
we better hope they don’t see us today.” 


“It could be very interesting if they spot 
us,” agreed one of the constables in back. 
The others laughed again. We continued to 
race along, speed being our first line of 
defense against ambush. We were heading 
for a cemetery of all places, knowing if we 
ran into trouble, we may well end up in one 
ourselves. 

Suddenly the driver slammed on the 
brakes and slid into a gravel lot next to a 
small church. One of my guides jumped 
from the back seat, waving for me to 
follow. As we walked up to a small knoll 
to the graveyard, the driver turned the car 
around, ready for a quick exit. 

We found a grave marked with a large 
cross on a base bearing crossed rifles, the 


plot decorated with fresh flowers. The 
headstone read: VOLUNTEER EUGENE 
KELLY, KILLED IN ACTION AT 
LOUGHGALL, 8 MAY 1987, AGED 25 
YEARS, R.I.P. 

“PIRA got their ass kicked at 
Loughgall,” my guide said. “SAS (British 
Army Special Air Service) killed them all. 
PIRA gives them a nice grave though. 
Let’s go.” I followed him back to the car. 

Ambushes, eounterambushes, bomb¬ 
ings, assassinations and constant security 
considerations are just a few of the myriad 
of elements that comprise the threat to 
N.I.’s security forces. During my time with 
the RUC and other security elements, I 
became acutely aware of the toll being 
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exacted on them and N.I. society by “the 
troubles” which have plagued the area for 
more than 20 years. 

The PIRA offensive of the late 60s and 
70s has become, over the past 10 years, a 
simmering terrorist conflict. It is a war 
where the level of violence allows neither 
relaxation nor major counteraction by the 
security forces. As the policy makers in 
Belfast, London and Dublin debate the 
various issues surrounding the political 
situation in N.I., the Irish Republican 
Army (IRA) continues its attacks on 
police, military and civilians, not only in 
Ireland, but also in England and the 
European continent. 

It is a war without borders, based on 
centuries of hatred and misgivings, armed 
by Libyan dictator Khadaffi. Since 1969, 
approximately 3,000 people (police, mili¬ 
tary and civilians) have lost their lives. 
And no solution appears in sight. 

A Different Kind of Cop 

The RUC has a very important, and 
dangerous, role in “the troubles.” While 
typical police duties such as car thefts, 
robberies and domestic disputes are their 
responsibility, the RUC also plays a very 
active role in the counterterrorist activities 
of the security forces. It is a role that is 
very different from the law enforcement 
work of most police officers. 


Royal Army Air Corps (RAAC) door gunner 
scans deceptively serene countryside of 
County Armagh for terrorist activity. 
Helicopter is a Wessex; gun is an L7A1 7.62 
GPMG. 

The threat of PIRA violence places 
pressures on the RUC which would make 
a lot of other police officers change 
careers. There were 168 RUC personnel 
killed between 1969 and 1988, from a 
police force that maintains a regular 
strength of about 8,000 constables. 

During my stay in Belfast, the RUC 
killed one PIRA terrorist and captured 
another who had entered the backyard of a 
constable’s home. The PIRA ASU (Active 
Service Unit) was on an assassination 
mission. It appears, however, that its 
mission was compromised. The RUC had 
been waiting for them. The dangers in N.I. 
are real and constant. 

Safely back in Dungannon, where I was 
visiting members of the MSU K-4 (Mobile 
Support Unit), the RUC headquarters is 
located in a castle overlooking the town. 
The compound is surrounded by high 
metal and concrete walls, topped with 
concertina, to keep prying eyes out. The 
inner security measures are classified, but 
clearly are based on years of experience 
dealing with terrorist attacks. While 
random mortar attacks and sniper fire are 


the greatest threat to personnel inside RUC 
compounds, “all out” attacks do occur. 

Danger in Dungannon 

It was the Loughgall RUC station in 
County Armagh that the eight-man ASU 
attacked in May ’87 (see March *91 issue). 
The SAS, suspecting an attack, had been 
waiting. All eight, including Eugene 
Kelly, were killed. “PIRA watches us 
come and go from the castle. They try to 
keep track of us and our vehicles. They 
watch us and we watch them,” one of the 
constables told me. 

In Dungannon, the RUC is responsible 
for regular police duties, but the majority 
of its time is spent in counterterrorist 
operation, both in the city and surrounding 
countryside. 

The six constables and their sergeant, 
the basic section of an MSU, were 
preparing for the evening’s assignment. 
The main role of an MSU is to act in 
support of all other RUC units, and as such 
demands the constables be prepared to 
perform any of a variety of tasks on short 
notice. Tonight we would begin the tour of 
duty acting as roving security on the roads 
surrounding Dungannon. 

During the evening commute hours, 
PIRA may set up ambushes to kill people 
they’ve decided are “legitimate targets.” 
These could be off-duty security 
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personnel, suspected IRA informants, or 
businessmen or laborers who have a 
business or contracting arrangement with 
the government — a crime punishable by 
death in the eyes of the IRA. 

After a short, informal briefing, the 
constables changed into their uniforms. 
The RUC uniform is the same for both 
urban and rural duties: wool pants, shirt 
and tie, sweater, leather coat and boots. 
Some of the men pulled hard body armor 
on over the coats. While the uniform is not 
functional for rural ops, the RUC doesn’t 
want to appear to be a military force. They 
are policemen first and foremost, and don’t 
want to be mistaken for army troops. 
Unfortunately, P1RA doesn’t care about 
this difference. 

Next we checked out weapons. The 


RUC on patrol in the streets of Dungannon, 
County Tyrone. Even while conducting 
routine police duties, constables must be on 
constant alert for ambushes, counter¬ 
ambushes, snipers, bombings and 
assassinations. 

three constables I would accompany each 
selected their personal favorite for a 
primary weapon. MSU members are 
qualified to carry a variety of weapons and 
they have a selection to choose from. 

Tonight, the driver would carry a 
Sterling 9mm SMG, the man in the 
“shotgun” position a Ruger AC556 rifle 
with night vision scope, and the third man 
would carry an Enfield L2A1 7.62mm 
SLR. All three carried their Ruger .357s as 
backups. 


ABOVE: PIRA maintains strong ties with 
terrorist organizations around the world, 
including South Africa’s African National 
Congress (ANC). Wall murals, such as this 
one in western Belfast, are used not only for 
morale purposes, but also to denote turf. 



Bitterness and hostility run deep in Northern 
Ireland, as PIRA terrorist Eugene Kelly, 
killed by the British SAS at Loughgall, 
probably would have testified. Since 1969, 
more than 3,000 people have been killed in 
the country’s civil war. 

We quickly drove out of the castle in an 
unmarked car. We spent the next few hours 
on the surrounding roads, constantly on the 
watch for possible ambush positions, 
suspicious vehicles and people. 
Occasionally we would stop for a period to 
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WHO’S USING WHAT IN NORTHERN IRELAND 


A variety of equipment from a variety 
of sources finds its way into battle in NJ. 
Below is a summary of the various 
parties to the conflict and the weapons 
they most often use. 

The police element of N.L, the Royal 
Ulster Constabulary (RUC) uses a variety 
of weapons, but will not carry weapons 
that are in use by the British army or 
Ulster Defence Regiment (UDR), in an 
effort to maintain a distinct visual differ¬ 
ence from the military. 

Weapons used by the RUC are the 
Sterling 9mm SMG, Enfield L2A1 
7.62mm SLR, and the Ruger AC556 
5.56mm rifle which has a three-shot burst 
capability. The Ruger is often fitted with 
night vision equipment. The standard 
sidearm is the Ruger Speed Six .357 
magnum revolver with a 4-inch barrel. 
The RUC is considering a change to 
Heckler and Koch rifles and SMGs in the 
future. 

The mostly part-time UDR operates in 
a paramilitary role, often assisting the 
RUC. UDR personnel carry the Enfield 
SA80 5.56mm Bullpup rifle. Since they 
carry the same weapons and wear the 
same camouflage uniform as the British 
army units, the two are often mistaken for 
each other by the press, and are gener¬ 
ally referred to as “the army.” 

The British Army Special Air Service 
(SAS) is greatly feared, but almost never 
seen, in N.l. Its role is probably much 
smaller, though very important, than 
most believe. This is often due to nation¬ 
alist press crediting the SAS with every 
shooting they can, in an effort to force 
SAS withdrawal from N.l. Pronounced 
“sass" by the locals, SAS men carry 
whatever their mission dictates. 

The Ulster Volunteer Force (UVF), the 
Ulster Freedom Fighters (UFF) and the 


Ulster Defence Force (UDF) are loyalist 
paramilitary groups that generally target 
suspected Provisional Irish Republican 
Army (PIRA) members. They have also 
killed innocent Catholics, as well as 
themselves, over internal differences. 
The most well-known loyalist attack was 
made by Michael Stone at Milltown 
Cemetery in March 1988, when he used 
hand grenades and a handgun to kill 
three and wound several, at the funeral 
for three PIRA members killed in Gibral¬ 
tar. The paramilitaries use a variety of 
illegally obtained arms, 

The vast majority of PIRA weapons 
were obtained from Libya between Au¬ 
gust 1985 and September 1986, when 
four successful shipments were carried 
out. This came to light only after the 
seizure of the freighter Eksurtd in Octo¬ 
ber 1987 by French authorities. It is 
estimated that the smuggling missions 
delivered 120 tons of arms and munitions 
to PIRA. While some of the armament 
has been recovered by security forces, 
most of it has not. The main worry for 
security forces are SAM-7 missiles — it is 
believed 12 were delivered to PIRA. 
None have been found and, so far, none 
have been used. 

Other goodies donated by Khadaffi 
were RPG-7s, AKMs, 12.7mm “Dashika" 
antiaircraft guns, pistols, ammo, hand 
grenades and over a ton of Semtex 
plastic explosive. PIRA also uses a 
variety of homemade mortars. 

Recently, PIRA has been using the 
culvert bomb. After packing a road cul¬ 
vert with Semtex, terrorists detonate the 
bomb as a car passes over it. It was a 
bomb of this type that killed four UDR 
soldiers in April 1990. The UDR armored 
car was blown 30 yards off the road. 

— S.M. 


watch an intersection for possible IRA 
activity, or patrol the town streets on foot. 
Whenever we stopped, the constables 
quickly exited the car and took up 
defensive positions, never leaving the car 
unattended for fear of a bomb being 
planted. 

They were always looking, always 
aware, always covering their partners. 
Tough, comprehensive training had 
prepared these constables for ambush- 
oriented conflict. After being accepted into 
the RUC, constables are sent to a three- 
month basic police training course in 
Belfast, which covers laws, police 
investigations and firearms training. 

After basic, which all new constables 
attend, those desiring a posting to an MSU 
go first to a three-week firearms course, 
then spend one week with an operational 
training unit, which acts as a mini MSU 
course. Then they attended the actual 
MSU course for advanced training in foot 
patrol operations, vehicle ops, small unit 
tactics, search techniques and other 
counterterrorist skills. A variety of 
advanced schools are available to MSU 
members, including tactical weapons use 
and boat ops. 

After their training, they are posted to an 
MSU, which consists of one inspector, 
four sergeants, and 24 men, which can be 
divided into halves and then sections, each 
consisting of one sergeant and six men. 

Later, after darkness settled over the 
countryside, we hooked up with the rest of 
the section and headed for the border 
between County Armagh, well-known 
bandit country, and the Irish border. This is 
an area of high cross-border activity and 
pro-IRA sentiments. As we started our foot 
patrol along the quiet town streets, the 
constables professionally deployed on 
both sides of the street, maintained their 
intervals and kept their weapons at the 
ready. Our countersnipers, carrying night 
vision-equipped rifles, stopped 
occasionally to scan the shadows ahead. 
This, I thought, was not typical police 
work. 

I fell in next to the sergeant. As we 
talked quietly in the night, he discussed his 
years of experience in the area, the losses 
with too-few gains, and the sadness of 
such a beautiful country torn by conflict. 

Death Comes Quickly 

He told me what I had already heard 
several times before, that the vast majority 
of people in N.l, could live in peace, if 
only those doing the killing would stop. 
Ironically, I heard this from Catholic and 
Protestant alike, each pointing fingers not 
so much at each other, but at the few in the 
IRA who continue to desire violence for a 
variety of reasons, and at the loyalist 
paramilitaries whose counterviolence only 
keeps the embers glowing. Everyone in 
N.l. I met, regardless of religious or 
political belief, when speaking of “the 
troubles,” spoke with obvious sadness. 

As our conversation trailed off, leaving 


us momentarily in our own thoughts, the 
eyes of our patrol continued to scan the 
dark streets. Death comes quickly in N.I., 
and while the streets seemed clear and 
quiet, I could not shake the feeling that I 
was being watched. 

I felt the same way in Belfast each time 
I entered the Donegall Pass RUC station, 
the guard’s concrete bunker pockmarked 
from a recent attack by an ASU bearing 
AKMs. I spent several days with RUC 
personnel in Belfast. They performed 
more typical police duties than their rural 
MSU counterparts, but still faced the same 
PIRA threats. 

It was not uncommon to see a constable 
strolling down the street helping tourists 
with directions. (A lot of people visit 
Ulster for all the same reasons they visit 
the republic. Very rarely are tourists ever 
exposed to violence.) A constable could 
also be seen helping a shop keeper with a 
petty theft report, all the while being 
shadowed by a heavily armed army patrol, 
there to protect him from ambush. 

It was in Belfast that I found myself 
drinking late into the night with an RUC 
inspector who had extensive experience 


both in Belfast and Londonderry. We 
discussed the military/political situation in 
N.l. that made it so difficult to bring “the 
troubles” to an end, which left the RUC 
and other security forces in a position of 
constant threat. 

Keeping a Lid On It 

The concept of an acceptable level of 
violence is what the people of N.l. have 
come to live with. It was a concept I found 
being discussed by security personnel and 
civilians alike. “Aye, it’s been going on 
for 400 years, it’s not going to stop now. 
You learn to live with it,” I was told by a 
civilian woman who works for the RUC in 
Belfast. She was not old enough to 
remember the times before “the 
troubles.” 

Perhaps the greatest tragedy of N.L has 
been the evolution of a society that has 
become accustomed to acts of violence, 
while the political elements have been 
unable, or unwilling, to bring the killing to 
an end. 

As is too often the case, it is the police 
Continued on page 71 
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RESERVES 

Round-out Force Trains for War 
in the Mojave Desert 


Text & Photos by Robert L. Caldwell 




S PEED, shock and violence are the 
hallmarks of successful armored as¬ 
saults. This one had all three. 

Ml Abrams main battle tanks, Bradley 
infantry fighting vehicles (IFVs), and 
Ml 13 armored personnel carriers (APCs) 
roared into the Iraqi-style fortifications at 
speed, making smoke and churning up a 
huge dust cloud. 

Machine gun fire from the tanks and 
Bradleys swept the mock-Iraqi trench 
lines. The boom of 105mm guns on the 
Mis signaled that pop-up tank targets 
down-range were being engaged. Long 
strings of “pop-pop-pops’’ from the Bra¬ 
dley’s 25mm chain guns added to the 
maelstrom of fire. 
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Within minutes, the rear ramps of the 
Bradleys dropped. Infantry sprinted a few 
meters from their vehicles, belly flopped 
in the sand, and opened fire down the 
trench line with their M16A2s and M249 
squad automatic weapons (SAWs). On 
command, they rose again, sprinted to the 
trench, and rolled in. 


Georgia Guard Shows Its Stuff 


Tanks and Bradleys shifted fire down- 
range while one Ml machine gun laid 
down grazing fire across the top of the 
trench about 20 meters ahead of the troops. 
Then the infantry proceeded, yard by yard, 
to clear the trench complex with live fire. 

Georgia’s Army National Guard 48th 


Mechanized Infantry Brigade was showing 
its stuff. 

In the audience were observers; 
controllers from the National Training 
Center (NTC), assorted colonels and a 
brigadier general — chief of staff of the 
2nd U.S. Army, headquartered in Atlanta. 

They were all after an answer to the 
same question: Is the 48th ready to fight? 
A second, larger question hinged on the 
first: Will the Pentagon’s decade of invest¬ 
ment in a supposedly combat-ready Na¬ 
tional Guard pay off in the crunch? In the 
vernacular, was the Guard “good to go?” 

The 48th, together with the Mississippi 
National Guard’s 155th Armored Brigade 
and the Louisiana Guard’s 256th Mecha- 
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nized Infantry Brigade, are round-out units 
for active-duty Army divisions. The theory 
of “round-out” units is that the United 
States can field more divisions for less 
money by having components made up of 
part-time National Guard personnel. 
Pentagon policy calls for these Guard 
brigades to be ready 30 days or so after 
mobilization to join their parent divisions, 
ready for war. 

It didn’t happen. 

The 48th was put on stand-by status in 
August, just days after Saddam Hussein 
sent the Iraqi army into Kuwait. On 15 
November, the brigade was alerted. On 30 
November, it was mobilized. By 2 Decem¬ 
ber, the brigade’s 44 units were arriving at 

MAY 91 


Fort Stewart, Georgia, home base for the 
48th’s parent division, the 24th Infantry 
Division (Mechanized). 

At Fort Stewart, the Guardsmen were 
processed through preparation for overseas 
movement. They received refresher 
training on basic survival skills, including 
chemical warfare drills. They requalified 
on individual and crew-served weapons. 
On 27 December, the brigade began its 
cross-country deployment by air to Fort 
Irwin in California’s Mojave Desert. 

Welcome To The Sand 

By 3 January, the entire brigade was in 
the Mojave. At 0700 on 4 January, the 
brigade’s 4,500 troops began rolling out 


Bradleys and infantry lay down suppressive 
fire while assault units close on trench line. 
Guardsmen did well considering their 
limited and infrequent training. 

onto the 1,000-square mile vastness of 
the NTC. 

The 155th Armored Brigade and the 
256th Mechanized Infantry Brigade, 
meanwhile, were reporting to Fort Hood, 
Texas, for unit training in preparation for 
their own cycles at the NTC. 

Why the NTC? Because it is the Army’s 
best combat training base, a virtual high- 
tech laboratory for training and evaluating 
battalion and brigade-size units of armor 
and mechanized infantry. Coincidentally, 
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it also closely approximates the climatic 
conditions and some of the terrain found in 
the Saudi Arabia-Kuwait theater of 
operations. 

The NTC also boasts the Army’s best 
OPFOR (Opposing Forces), the 177th 
Armored Brigade. The 177th simulates a 
Soviet-style motorized rifle regiment com¬ 
plete with M551 Sheridan light tanks 
visually modified to resemble T-72 tanks, 
BMP IFVs, 120mm self-propelled 
howitzers, and ZSU-23-4 antiaircraft guns. 
There are also the now-ubiquitous 
“Humvees” (high-mobility, multi¬ 
purpose, wheeled vehicles, or 
HMMWVs), modified to look like Soviet 
BRDM-2 reconnaissance vehicles. 

As it happens, the Iraqi army has all of 
these Soviet-built weapons in its 
inventory. 

The NTC’s OPFOR spend 250 days per 
year in the field. Predictably, they don’t 
often lose to the active-duty Army battal¬ 
ions rotating through for training. Just as 
predictably, the Georgia National Guard’s 
48th Brigade had a rough initiation. 

Rigorous training and the intense opera¬ 
tional tempo at the NTC uncovered serious 
deficiencies in the 48th. 

Making The Best Of It 

Some of the troops lacked basic 
fieldcraft skills. Maintenance on the 
NTC’s well-worn Mis and Bradleys (the 
48th left its own vehicles at Fort Stewart) 
was often poor. Civilian contractors had to 
help maintain the tanks and IFVs to keep 
enough in the field for exercises. 

Some tank crews lacked the cohesion 
one might expect from Guard units in 
which members serve together, in theory, 
for years. And the overall quality of 
enlisted men and officers alike in the 48th 
was found to be, shall we say, uneven. 

The latter fact, in particular, was appar¬ 
ent on my own visits to the 48th in the field 
during February. One company I visited 
was led by a captain who graduated from 
West Point, served eight years active duty, 
and had more than a year with the 48th. A 
spot check of the nearest squad turned up 
two enlisted men with prior service, one 
former Marine and one ex-Navy man. A 
29-year-old sergeant in the same company 
had 10 years of service in the Guard. 

A second company was led by a captain, 
a graduate of a Georgia military college, 
with 11 years in the guard but no active- 
duty service. One of his platoons counted 
almost half its infantrymen veterans as 
prior service, mostly from the Army. 
Others had only a sprinkling of prior- 
service men. 

And, of course, virtually every unit in 
the 48th had its share of pure citizen- 
soldier types: the hardware clerk, me¬ 
chanic, textile worker, student or farmhand 
who may have served several years in the 
National Guard without ever seeing much 
hard soldiering, to say nothing of combat. 
But then, what else would one expect to 
find in the National Guard? 


Let this not be construed as a put-down. 
A generation ago, the National Guard was, 
in part, a convenient shelter for men 
evading conscription for active duty or 
combat in Vietnam. Today, absent the 
draft, those in the Guard are all volunteers. 

The 48th is full of men in their 20s, 30s, 
even 40s, who joined the Guard because 
they like the military and wanted to serve 
their country. That, after all, is a tradition 
in the South where patriotism and respect 
for soldiering remain strong. 

Georgia On My Mind 

As one Guard officer told his troops, 
only half in jest while briefing them for an 
assault exercise at the NTC, “We got 
artillery, we got tanks, we got Bradleys, 
we got air cover, we got Georgia boys.” 

Admittedly, some of the Georgia boys 
were adjusting only slowly to the reality 
that they may be going to war. And some 
said as much. But, if my limited contact 
was any guide, most were ready to do what 
their country asked. Even brief visits to 
platoons and companies in the field 
demonstrated some measure of the social 
cohesion that keeps troops fighting for 
each other longer than any ideological 
abstraction. 

“I grew up with these guys,” one 
Georgia Guardsman said, looking around 
at the members of his platoon. “We went 
to school together, partied together, dated 
the same girls, and live close to each other 
back home.” The patriotism, pride, and 
sense of duty manifest among most of the 
Georgia Guardsmen commands respect, 
especially from those who would never get 
any closer to the Persian Gulf than their 
television screens. 

Even at the NTC, the Georgia Guards¬ 
men were soldiering hard: living in the 
field for weeks, sleeping on the high desert 
floor in nighttime temperatures as low as 
20 degrees, subsisting on Meals-Ready-to- 
Eat (MREs) and T-rations, and putting in 
dawn-to-dusk days with only a weekly 
shower, occasional mail, and an infrequent 
day off to lighten the load. 

But the 48th’s real business at the NTC 
was learning to fight. And learning they 
were, but not fast enough to meet the 
Pentagon’s optimistic schedules. A 
planned 41-day training cycle — active- 
duty battalions on regular rotations spend 
only 14 days at the NTC — was extended 
to 49 days, then to 55. 

Obstacles Everywhere 

Meanwhile, the 48th was taking heavy 
losses against both regular and ad hoc 
OPFOR units defending the Iraqi-style 
fortifications built last fall at the NTC. 
Typically, field fortifications included 
simulated minefields, lots of barbed wire, 
antitank ditches, sand berms, and trench/ 
bunker complexes. 

A featured tactic in these exercises was 
something called “lane clearing.” It pre¬ 
sumed that the Iraqi army’s extensive 
fortifications in Kuwait would be 


assaulted only on narrow fronts. Once 
breaches were opened in the fortifications, 
teams of tanks and mechanized infantry 
would advance rapidly into the Iraqi rear. 
Their targets — traditional in any deep 
armor penetration — would be Iraqi 
artillery, headquarters, lines of 
communications and support units. 

The 48th’s assault teams were learning 
just how costly it could be to open lanes 
through some of the most extensive field 
fortifications built anywhere since World 
War II. 

The first exercise I observed pitted a 
mechanized infantry platoon mounted in 
Bradleys and supported by two Ml tanks 
(two other Mis in the tank platoon were 
non-runners that day due to maintenance 
problems) against Iraqi trenches defended 
by about 50 OPFOR soldiers from the 9th 
Infantry Division based at Fort Lewis, 
Washington. 

First came a dry run, with the NTC 
observers/controllers coaching the assault 
platoon through the attack step by step. 
The scenario presumed that the minefields, 
barbed wire, antitank ditch, sand berm, 
more minefields and more barbed wire had 
already been breached. The assault team 
would consist of two Mis leading, fol¬ 
lowed by four Bradleys carrying the 
infantry. 

The walk took an hour. The unit from A 
Company, 1st Battalion, 121st Infantry 
Regiment (Mechanized), earned mixed 
grades in the after-action review (AAR) 
that follows every exercise at the NTC. 
One observer/controller called the 
mounted phase of the attack “a bit of a 
Chinese fire drill.” But once out of their 
Bradleys, the infantry did reasonably well 
assaulting and clearing the trench line. 

After an hour for debriefing and MREs, 
known in the Georgia Guard as “Meals 
Rejected by Ethiopians,” the A Company 
team was ready to “go wet.” One Bradley 
had a spare seat, so I went with the troops. 

Ducks In A Row 

Buttoned up in the dark cocoon of our 
Bradley, we were soon doing 30 mph in a 
thundering charge across the desert floor. 
One by one, the breached barriers flashed 
past the Bradley’s vision ports — 
minefield, barbed wire, antitank ditch, 
another minefield, more barbed wire. 
Artillery simulators lent authenticity to the 
mounted assault. 

Proper spacing between vehicles is vital 
in a single file, column assault. I learned 
later that we bunched up crossing the 
antitank ditch. “Ducks in a row,” an 
observer/controller called it. Sitting inside 
the Bradley’s cramped troop compartment, 
I wondered if anyone could survive a hit 
from a rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) or 
a tank-fired high-explosive antitank 
(HEAT) round. Doubtful. Not being able 
to see much outside made the waiting 
worse. 

Suddenly, the Bradley’s driver slammed 
on the brakes and pivoted left on the 
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Getting inside the trench line is only the first 
step. Troops now work to clear out the 
fortification. Clearing Iraqi trenches would 
be dirty work — at every turn, perhaps only 
a few feet away, the enemy could be waiting 
in ambush. 

tracks. For two long minutes we sat in the 
darkness while 25mm chain guns and 
machine guns worked over the trench line 
and its OPFOR defenders. 

This was a multiple integrated laser 
engagement system (MILES) firelight, so 
everybody was firing blanks. Each soldier 
and vehicle was fitted with laser receivers 
and every weapon had a laser sight. Hits 
set off a beeper behind a soldier’s Kevlar 
helmet or activated a strobe light fixed to 
vehicles. The MILES system, pioneered at 
the NTC during the early 1980s and since 
adopted Army-wide, eliminates guess¬ 
work about casualties. 

Finally, the assault team leader, A 
Company Commander Captain John Hor- 
nick, shouted, “Drop the ramp, dismount 
left.” Mech infantry are trained to dis¬ 
mount quickly and advance on the objec¬ 
tive in three-second bounds. It’s an up¬ 
dated, mech infantry version of the grunts’ 
traditional fire-and-movement tactic. 

Out in the bright sunlight, the dismounts 
from each Bradley were pouring fire down 
the trench line. Fire and move. Fire and 
move. The Bradley’s chain guns and 
machine guns killed half the OPFOR, but 
A Company’s simulated ordeal was just 
beginning. 

Trouble In The Trenches 

Homick led the assault down into the 
first trench. A SAW gunner backed him 
up. The number three man carried the 
‘ ‘bicycle flags,” plastic pennants on a wire 
pole to mark their forward progress. The 
Bradleys were to keep sweeping the trench 
line with fire 20 yards ahead of the pole. 

Clearing Iraqi trenches this way would 
be dirty work. Every grunt’s basic load for 
trench clearing was 400 rounds of 
ammunition and a dozen grenades. Each 
bunker and firing position off the main 


trench would have to be grenaded, then 
sprayed with Ml6s or SAWs. 

With the enemy only yards or feet away, 
every turn of the trench, every intersection, 
could hold an ambush. If the Iraqis fought 
at all, American casualties would be 
heavy. 

Forty-five minutes after A Company’s 
assault team went into the trenches, the 
exercise ended. Homick had eight of his 
25 men still fighting. The rest were “dead 
or wounded,” their weapons silenced by 
laser hits, their helmets emitting beeps that 
indicated they were casualties. The 
OPFOR still held the far end of the trench 
complex and had an ambush ready to 
spring at a T-intersection. 

Still, it was something of a victory. 
“This is the farthest they’ve gotten with 
the most men left,” noted a public affairs 
officer who observed the exercise. 

In the AAR, observers/controllers and 

Mines and barbed wire are the first 
obstacles to be breached, after which 
infantry must engage the fortification's 
defenders at close range. 


members of the OPFOR noted errors. 
Assault vehicles bunched up at the breach 
in the antitank ditch and adjacent sand 
berm. Vehicle dispersal at the trench was 
slow. So were dismounts from the 
Bradleys; 42 seconds had elapsed before 
anyone emerged from the first Bradley. 
Our squad had sat in its box for a full two 
minutes. 

Once in the trench, Homick’s men had 
trouble maintaining momentum and ade¬ 
quate suppressive fire. An OPFOR 
antitank missile knocked out two of the 
Bradleys and one Ml. Even so, Homick 
was thinking positive. “We get better 
every day. I think we’re close now. 
I am confident we can do the job,” 
he said. 

A few days later, it was someone else’s 
turn from the 48th. A group dubbed Team 
Charlie would assault another Iraqi-style 
fortification with two platoons of Bra¬ 
dleys, an Ml tank platoon, and several 
M-113 APCs. This time, the fire would be 
live, the targets pop-up infantry, tanks and 
antitank missile launchers. Team Charlie 
had been drilling in hasty attacks and 
meeting engagements, barrier breaching, 
and trench warfare. 

Lieutenant Blaine Samples of Metter, 
Georgia, a Bradley platoon leader, said his 
men could fight and win, but that morale 
comes and goes. “Some of our guys are 
saying they didn’t join the Guard to go to 
war. But it’s come to this, and they’re 
taking the training more seriously now. 
We kicked some butt against the 
OPFOR,” Samples said, with perhaps 
only a hint of exaggeration. 

Mixed Results 

That afternoon’s full armor assault was 
preceded by a morning exercise — infantry 
trench clearing using live fire. Down went 
a platoon into the trench. M16A2s on 
three-round burst, SAWs and dummy 

Continued on page 84 
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EYEWITNESS 
TO INVASION 

Hiding Out in Occupied Kuwait 

by Chuck Fremont 



“At about 0515, about half awake , I heard 
some booming off in the distance. Then J 
heard two fast-movers come over, J mean 
right at rooftop level , just smokin’ right 
along...” 

— Major Frank Hawk, U.S. 
Army, on his wake-up call the 
morning of 2 August 1990, in 
Kuwait City. 

“J was lying in bed , and I thought to 
myself , 'Thar is not a Kuwaiti Airlines jet 
taking off. 9 J heard that sucker come 
whippin’ down the Gulf and I thought *If 
that guy’s playin’ he’s gonna piss off a lot 
of people. ’ J had a real bad feeling in my 
stomach, and I didn ’t get out of bed right 
away ...” 

— Chief Warrant Officer 
Dave Forties, U.S. Army. 


T WO U.S. Army officers — Major 
Frank Hawk (not his real name), 
looking like a young Abe Lincoln with his 
clipped beard and moderately long hair, 
and Chief Warrant Officer 4 Dave Forties, 
with thinner hair but a bushy Hemingway 
beard, were recalling the opening assault 
on Kuwait City by Iraqi forces. 

As members of U.S. Liaison Adviser 
Kuwait (USLAK), Forties had been in 
Kuwait for three years. Hawk for the past 
year, working with the Kuwaiti army. 
They knew Saddam Hussein was moving 
his forces close to the northern Kuwaiti 
frontier, and they thought there was a good 
chance he would move into Kuwait. But 
they — and Western intelligence agencies 
— didn’t really expect him to invade 
Kuwait City. 

The two witnessed the invasion from 
their homes in Kuwait City. On 23 August, 
they convoyed to Baghdad as part of a 


Iraqi troops as seen from Dave Forties’ 
second-story apartment, across street from 
Kuwait Bay. Photo: Dave Forties 

27-car caravan of 54 diplomats and their 
families. Major Hawk departed Baghdad 
in a daring and dangerous escape, details 
of which remain classified, to test a 
possible pipeline for evacuating other 
Western “guests” from Iraq. But before it 
was activated, Saddam Hussein allowed 
Forties and the other American hostages to 
leave for Europe. 

SOF correspondent Chuck Fremont in¬ 
terviewed Forties and Hawk in Atlanta 
following their return to the United States. 


SOF: What were your first reactions 
when you realized that this was an 
invasion? 

Hawk: I heard those two fighters come 
over, and I turned out of bed and the phone 
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rang. It was about 0515, and Tom Funk 
called me up — he was our boss, a 
lieutenant colonel, and he said he’d just 
gotten word that Iraq had invaded. Our 
orders were just to sit tight and we’d hear 
from the embassy later. I had my Motorola 
— we all had radios for fallback communi¬ 
cations. 

I turned on the radio, turned up the 
volume, took it off squelch, and I mean I 
could just hear pandemonium at the em¬ 
bassy — yelling and screaming. I guess the 
Marines were outside shredding and burn¬ 
ing stuff and I could just hear broken 
transmissions back and forth. I called 
Dave’s house and he said, “Yeah, no shit, 
I heard ’em come over,” and we could 
hear all these explosions. I guess around 
0500 or so they started putting air strikes in 
on the airport. 

Forties: I went up on the roof of our 
apartment building, and I could see two 
hits on Kuwaiti Towers (main landmarks 
in Kuwait City; one is a water tower, the 
other a revolving restaurant) and fighting 
going on at the Sea Palace. 

Hawk: I lived a little further south, 
across from the airport. I could see stuff 
going in on it. 

SOF: This was strictly a civil aviation 
airport? 

Forties: Well, they kept some C-130s 
out back. 

Hawk: Right. Now, I kept watching the 
Fahil expressway, and I couldn’t see 
anything. I’d talk to Dave, and he’d say, 
“Yeah, man, I got tanks rolling down the 
road and BMPs and everything.” I said, 
“Well where the hell are they? I can’t see 
any of these guys.” And then it was pretty 
quiet’, at least down in my area, from about 
0700 until about 0930. That’s when I saw 
the assault on Bayan Palace. 

I think they had attacked it earlier 
because I’d heard a lot of artillery around 
0530 or so, all booming. The windows 
were rattling. But I think the Emiri guards 
were putting up such a tough fight they had 
to bring in extra air assault troops. I think 
air assault troops went in initially to secure 
the oil refineries. It looked like probably 
about a battalion’s worth. I counted about 
30 helos. 

SOF: Mostly Hips? (Soviet Mi-8 trans¬ 
port helicopters) 

Hawk: Yeah, mostly Hips. Now the 
attack helos were either Pumas or Ga¬ 
zelles, French. After the air assault went 
in, I saw basically nothing the rest of the 
day. Once in a while I’d see a military 
truck zip down the road, 

SOF: What were you seeing, Dave? 

Forties: I lived just off the Gulf, right 
across from Kuwait Bay. And all the way 
around the bay, all the way along the coast, 
they strung the whole works with tanks 
and air defense artillery. Later on, they set 
up beach umbrellas over their fighting 
positions. They weren’t always real 
tactical. 

SOF: Did they really think there was 
going to be a counterattack right away? 


Forties: I don’t know whether it was 
just giving the troops something to do or 
whether they honestly thought they were 
going to be assaulted, but they were set for 
a sea assault. And they were constantly 
moving this stuff — tanks, artillery — 
from the time they came in to the time we 
went into the embassy on 6 August. On the 
2nd, there were three tanks real close 
together, across from my house. By the 
3rd, it was one tank every so often. By the 
4th, more tanks were pulled out and moved 
around. 

SOF: Did there seem to be any purpose 
to these movements? 

Forties: They were just shuffling 
around. A lot of the troops who first came 
in were airborne — Republican Guard and 
airborne types. They had the patches, 
wings, everything. 

SOF: But none of them jumped in? 


would have been worried. But I felt pretty 
safe. I went up on the roof, and didn’t see 
any troops, but Dave’s calling me up 
telling me he’s got Republican Guards in 
his backyard. 

Forties: Yeah, Frank was getting ready 
to come over to my place. He wanted to 
see some action. 

SOF: What about the Kuwaiti Resis¬ 
tance? 

Hawk: We’d be out driving and we’d 
see a big Mercedes 500 with the windows 
blacked out pull alongside an Iraqi truck or 
BMP. The sunroof would slide open, and a 
flaming Johnny Walker bottle would be 
tossed into the BMP. Then the Mercedes 
would scream off down the street. 

SOF: When did the Resistance actually 
get organized? 

Hawk: Well, around the 3rd or 4th of 
August, they started going around taking 



Stranded Americans watched Soviet-made 
Iraqi armor take over Kuwait City. Photo: 
Tom Funk 

Forties: No. I think Saddam uses his 
airborne as an air assault group. These 
guys came in on the helicopters. 

SOF: Can you tell if someone is 
Republican Guard by looking at the 
uniform? 

Forties: Yeah. If you see a red triangle, 
the guy is Republican Guard. But not 
every Republican Guard has his uniform 
up to snuff. 

SOF: What about headgear? 

Forties: Berets. The red berets were 
supposed to be some kind of special 
forces. 

SOF: It doesn’t sound like you two 
were worried about your own safety. 

Hawk: No. I’ve been in the Army for 15 
years and Dave’s been in Vietnam. I’ve 
been on enough firing lines, heard enough 
artillery going off — now if rounds had 
started impacting in the neighborhood, I 


down street signs and removing house 
numbers. The Iraqi troops didn’t know 
their way around, and with the signs gone, 
they were really lost. But the Resistance 
didn’t really get active until the 7th or 8th 
of August. 

Forties: There were some skirmishes 
early on. But the Iraqis rounded up all the 
Shi’ite Moslems when they invaded — 
they were the main force in the Resistance 
— and weren’t released from their tempo¬ 
rary prison camps until the 4th or 5th. 
Second, they hadn’t killed off enough Iraqi 
soldiers yet to get very many weapons. 
They did get some weapons from the 
police stations. 

Hawk: Right. In fact, on 3 August, 
when Adel (a Kuwaiti army officer and 
Resistance fighter) stopped by my house, 
he asked me, “Do you want any weap¬ 
ons?” He said that the police station in 
Mishrip housing area was handing out 
weapons. Each neighborhood had its po¬ 
lice station, and the Iraqis had run a ring 
around the city, but they hadn’t gone into 
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Forties shot photos out his window as Iraqis 
strung tanks all along Kuwaiti coast. Later 
they set up beach umbrellas over their 
fighting positions. Photo: Dave Forties 

the neighborhoods yet. So the Resistance 
organized along neighborhood lines, !and 
they’d either raid police stations for weap¬ 
ons or the police would just pass out 
pistols or shotguns. 

SOF: Did you take him up on the offer? 

Hawk: No. We were still under the 
impression that Saddam Hussein was 
going to permit all the Westerners to leave. 

SOF: Did the Iraqis direct any 
psychological operations [PsyOps] at the 
Westerners? 

Forties: They were broadcasting that 
the invasion would not be a problem for 
Westerners, and that they shouldn’t worry 
about it. They started broadcasting on the 
4th and 5th that they were pulling out, that 
a popular army had now taken over in a 
coup against the Sabbahs. And there were 
news pieces on TV of vehicle after vehicle 
— BMPs and trucks — leaving Kuwait. 

Hawk: The “big pullout” started on 
about the 8th or 9th, and it got real quiet in 
the city by the 10th or 12th. We really 
thought that was the window of opportu¬ 
nity. We were in the embassy at that time, 
and we had heard that the 82nd was in 
Saudi Arabia, which was a big morale 
boost. We thought the 82nd or the Rangers 
could jump in and take the airfield. We 
even prepped a landing zone on the 
embassy grounds for Delta Force — we 
figured Delta would come in for us. 

SOF: Were you disappointed when that 
didn’t happen? 

Hawk: At first, yes, but in retrospect, it 
was probably just as well that they didn’t 
try a rescue. There were still a lot of 
American citizens in country besides all of 
us on black [diplomatic] passports, and 
they were scattered all over the city. 

There would have been no way to get all 
of them out, and there’s no way to guess 
what the Iraqis would have done to them if 


the embassy had been evacuated. I think 
all of us — especially Ambassador Howe 
— felt responsible to those people. 

SOF: How did the Iraqi forces react to 
the Kuwaiti Resistance? How did they 
actually go about controlling the city? 

Hawk: All that first week, they went 
after the government buildings. They 
seized them, looted them, burned them, 
trashed them. Then they started taking 
over police stations, later on that week. 
They imposed a curfew from dusk to 
dawn, but people were still free to go about 
the city during the day. In fact, they tried 
real hard all through the month of August 
to get people to go 
back to work and 
open up their 
shops. 

Forties: They 
wanted to get peo¬ 
ple back into the 
banks, ministries, 
everything else. 

But the Resistance 
started putting out 
the word that if you 
went back to work, 
you might not have 
a house to come 
home to. The minis¬ 
tries were also getting out the word to 
Westerners: “Don’t go back to work; they 
can’t keep your contract, but we’ll keep it 
going.” 

And I have to say this: There are still 
people getting money from the Kuwaiti 
government in exile, people that are back 
here in the States. The Kuwaitis tried their / 
best to maintain all their contracts. 

SOF: Did the Iraqis seem to have any 
plan for pacifying the city? 

Forties: They were trying to give 
Kuwait City the appearance of a normal, 
functioning city — trying to convince 
everyone that they weren’t looting. But it 
wasn’t working; it was getting worse. The 
systematic looting of the marketplaces was 
obvious to everybody. 


Hawk: You’re talking hundreds of little 
shops, just filled with gold — necklaces, 
chains, rings — and I mean 22- and 
24-karat gold. 

Forties: Right. Imagine hundreds of 
shops, each one just glowing with gold. I 
drove down in my Blazer and watched the 
looting. The Iraqis would back up a truck 
to the storefront, cut the security gate off 
with a cutting torch, go into the store with 
sacks and just load up everything. There 
was an officer there, too. They had a scale 
in the truck, and they weighed each sack 
and logged it all down in ledger books. 

SOF: So this looting was an organized 
part of the military operation, not rampag¬ 
ing by troops? 

Forties: Right. And they did the same 
thing with the banks. 

Hawk: They placed a military official 
in each bank and would only allow a 
certain amount of money to each customer. 
They established control of the banking 
system very quickly, 

SOF: This aspect of the occupation 
sounds pretty well-organized — more so 
than the actual military operations. 

Forties: It was. Let me tell you a story. 
The head of the five-star hotel in the city 
told me that one month before the inva¬ 
sion, he had several Iraqi people that were 
very well-qualified to work for him, so he 
hired them. Didn’t think anything of it; a 
lot of Iraqis worked in Kuwait. When the 
invasion went down, the Iraqis walked 
right in and set up military headquarters 
there — they knew where every Westerner 
was in that hotel, knew everything about it. 

Hawk: I think a lot 
of that went on — 
intel collection. The 
border had always 
been relatively open 
between Kuwait and 
Iraq, particularly for 
Iraqis coming into 
Kuwait. There’s no 
doubt in my mind 
that they preposi¬ 
tioned people at the 
airport and along the 
roads. 

SOF: It sounds as 
though the two of 
you functioned pretty independently dur¬ 
ing the first days of the invasion, without 
much contact with the embassy. 

Hawk: Well, the diplomatic community 
was in an absolute panic in the beginning 
— I’m talking about civilians who for the 
first time in their lives are seeing people 
firing shots in anger, and there are tanks 
and artillery and troops all up and down 
the Gulf. I don’t want to say they forgot 
about us, but I guess they figured we were 
pretty much able to take care of ourselves. 
The thing that irritated us was that they 
wouldn’t permit us to E and E [escape and 
evade] out of there the first couple of days. 

SOF: The embassy ordered you specifi¬ 
cally not to leave? 

Hsiwk: Right. In fact, we went into the 


“A BMP was hauling 
ass north on the 
Basra road, pulling a 
boat trailer with a 
cabin cruiser.” 
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embassy very reluctantly, because just by 
monitoring the radio we knew it was a 
pretty bad scene in there. A lot of people, 
a lot of confusion. Panic. And we felt it 
was going to get worse, so why go into the 
lion’s den? The embassy’s located in the 
central part of the city, right on the coast, 
and they couldn’t tell us whether we could 
drive up there without being picked up by 
the Iraqis. 

Forties: From their perspective, all hell 
was breaking loose, and the rest of the city 
was relatively quiet. And they had this 
scorched earth pol¬ 
icy that everything 
had to be burned, 
right now. 

Hawk: By the 
evening of 2 Au¬ 
gust, the embassy 
had probably damn 
near destroyed eve¬ 
rything including 
computers. All of 
the documents 
were shredded, 
even the evacuation 
plan. 

SOF: How did 
you guys feel about 
going into the embassy? 

Hawk: I think all of us, to a man, were 
skeptical about going in. I had a real fear of 
entrapment — the Iranian thing. I really 
thought my family and I would be better 
off outside. And all of us, when the call 
came to go in, said, “By whose order?” 
They said “the ambassador,” so we just 
saluted and moved out smartly. 

SOF: What was the situation in the 
embassy when you first arrived? 

Forties: They had fortified the chancel¬ 
lory building as an operations center. 
Filing cabinets were shoved up against the 
windows, that sort of thing. The Marine 
barracks were being used to house 
families. 

Hawk: Dave, Tom and I sat down and 
said, “What’s going on here logistically?” 
They were basically just living off the food 
that was left in the snack bar. 

Forties: They just weren’t looking at 
logistics — they were concerned with the 
immediate crisis. I went out foraging for 
food to the Sultan Center, a big shopping 
center, on the 2nd, but these guys hadn’t 
been out at all. There were 175 people in 
that compound, and they had essentially 
no food left. So I went out right away and 
stocked up on food, talked to the guys at 
the stores about the situation, gassed up the 
Blazer and so on. 

Hawk: Dave’s a gourmet cook — those 
stories you heard about living off tuna fish 
and water? Maybe before we got there, but 
Dave scored some real food. He even had 
a refrigerator truck lined up, but the 
embassy shot that idea down. 

SOF: What about the living conditions 
for those 175 people? 

Hawk: It was tight. Each family pretty 
much had a one-man room in the Marine 


barracks. My family — my wife, two 
children and I — slept in a storage room. It 
was maybe 6 feet wide and 10 feet long. 
And later, back in the States, the Army 
wanted to cut our per diem because they 
said we had “government quarters.” 

Forties: Most of the people in that 
embassy never left the grounds until we 
convoyed out on the 23rd. They just 
weren’t prepared for the change from a 
functioning city to a battleground. 

SOF: What did you do while you were 
in there? 

Forties: For one 
thing, we had the 
USLAK administra¬ 
tion NCO go around 
and start collecting 
money from every¬ 
one. See, they had 
shredded all the 
money... 

SOF: Shredded 
the money? 

Forties: Yeah, on 
the 2nd, when all 
hell was breaking 
loose and they 
thought they were 
going to get overrun, 
for some reason they just shredded all the 
money. But you needed money to buy 
food, so we were dependent on whatever 
personal funds people still had. 

SOF: But money isn’t a security risk in 
the sense that classified documents are. 

Hawk: Right. But this was the same 
mentality that ordered the Marines to 
destroy all the weapons later on. 

SOF: You’re kidding. 

Hawk: I’m not. They ordered the 
Marines to smash all their weapons. They 
also smashed all the comms [communica¬ 
tions equipment] not just the crypto 
stuff, everything. We had a direct link to 
central communications in the USLAK 
office, and that went down. They even 
ordered the [CIA] station chief to destroy 
his comms, but he 
refused — he told 
them only the DCI 
[director of central 
intelligence] could 
order him to de¬ 
stroy that equip¬ 
ment — and that 
ended up being our 
only link to Wash¬ 
ington. 

SOF: When did 
this happen? 

Hawk: After the 
night of 8 August. 

Some hellacious fir¬ 
ing started outside, all around the embassy, 
and we suspected it was the Resistance 
guys, running down the Gulf road, firing 
up the Iraqi positions. And when the Iraqis 
returned fire, the embassy was right in the 
crossfire. There were tracers flying every¬ 
where. 

SOF: What color tracers? 


Forties: Both red and green. 

SOF: So both Western and communist 
bloc ammo? 

Forties: Right. 

Hawk: And they sent a message to 
Washington that the embassy was under 
fire, and the next day Washington sent a 
message to disable the weapons, meaning 
take out the bolts and so on. Somehow, this 
got interpreted to mean “destroy” by the 
State Department people. 

Forties: I watched them take a four- 
pound sledge to the receivers. 

Hawk: Smashed them all. But when we 
got to Baghdad, they had received the 
same order, and they had just pulled out 
the bolts, firing pins, and so on. 

SOF: How did the Marines feel about 
this? 

Forties: They were not happy campers. 
They did not want to do it. It pretty much 
came down to: “This is a direct order.” 
Then the ambassador took the Marines out 
of uniform. 

Hawk: He said he didn’t want this to 
turn into an Alamo, what with women and 
children there. And I can understand that. 
But I still think it would have been smart to 
keep a few weapons. 

SOF: What did you do from the 9th to 
the 23rd, when you pulled out to Iraq? 

Hawk: Well, Dave and I went out into 
the city about every day, stocking up on 
provisions, keeping up on the situation. 
Our beards were coming in pretty good, 
and we looked fairly local. And we’d see 
these T-72s, heading north to Iraq, with 
couches and refrigerators strapped on 
the back. 

We saw a BMP hauling ass north on the 
Basra road, pulling a boat trailer with, a 
cabin cruiser. Around the 11th or 12th, we 
started seeing these gypsy caravans of 
trucks and cars loaded down with loot, 
heading back to Baghdad. 

Forties: And about this time, we started 
seeing trucks loaded with Iraqi civilians 
driving into the city, just being unloaded 
and told to go find a 
place to live. 

Hawk: We ran 
into the Russian — 
actually Georgian 
— colonel who 
headed the Russian 
advisory team at the 
Sultan Center one 
day. Aeroflot had a 
flight out every 
week, and he told us 
he could get our 
families out on that 
flight if we wanted. 
He was a pretty 

good guy. 

Forties: Yeah, the Russians there were 
good people. He was very serious about 
getting us and our families out. 

SOF: How did the convoy to Baghdad 
go? 

Continued on page 87 


“If some of those 
women had been 
carrying weapons, 
there would have 
been some dead 
reporters.” 


“Dave’s calling me 
up telling me he’s 
got Republican 
Guards in h is back¬ 
yard.” 
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Apache is the most sophisticated 
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APACHES 

ON THE WARPATH 

Text & Photos by Dale B. Cooper 


I T was no acci¬ 
dent that the 
United States lost 
only one warplane, 
an F/A-18 Hornet 
from the USS 
Saratoga, on 17 
January 1991 when 
U.S.-led Coalition 
forces gave Bagh¬ 
dad a bloody nose. 

Army Apache helicopters blinded 
Baghdad by blasting a path through Iraq’s 
outer ring of air defenses on the first night 
of the Persian Gulf War. 

The AH-64s fired Hellfire missiles into 
two of the air defense command centers, 
putting the installations out of order. Radar 
in those centers scan the sky for hundreds 
of miles to warn Iraq of approaching 
aircraft. 

By punching out their eyes, the Penta¬ 
gon says the Apaches effectively knocked 
a hole in Iraq’s air defense system and 

Capt. Jerry Pearman up front and rear- 
seater CW2 Jim Douglas get ready to go in 
their Apache. 


paved the way for the first wave of 
attacking fighter-bombers. Air Force offi¬ 
cials say they had expected to lose be¬ 
tween 25 and 40 planes in the first air 
assault on Baghdad, but were pleased to 
learn only one aircraft was lost. 

“The Iraqis have no idea what happened 
to them,” a Pentagon official who did not 
want to be identified said. “They thought 
they got hit from above by supersonic 
aircraft, not below by slow-flying helicop¬ 
ters.” Army Special Forces participated in 
the attacks against the two command 
centers that were located near the Iraqi 
border with Kuwait, and formed part of 
Iraq’s outermost line of air defense. 

The Pentagon won’t say what exactly 
the troops did, but acknowledged it is 
standard operating procedure for them to 
have helped illuminate targets for the 
Hellfire missiles. 

Laser Tag 

Although it’s possible Special Forces 
troops on the ground that night shined laser 
beams on the command center so Apaches 
could send Hellfires through the front 
door, the most likely scenario involved a 




couple of OH-58 Deltas, the ugliest but 
deadliest helicopters in the Army 
inventory. 

The OH-58 Delta is used to “lase” 
targets for aircraft, not only Apaches, 
Cobras and Blackhawks, but also Navy, 
Air Force, and Marine Corps attack 
aircraft and fighter-bombers. 

As far as avionics are concerned, these 
little choppers are a generation ahead of 
their big brothers. The Bell Jetrangers are 
equipped with a laser range finder 
designator in a mast-mounted sight that 
gives OH-58 Deltas a science-fiction style 
appearance. The round ball containing the 
laser range finder designator looks almost 
human with two big eyes. 

First Lieutenant Bruce S. Ramsey of 
Spartanburg, South Carolina, is an aerial 
fire support officer in Alpha Company, 3rd 
of the 24th Aviation Brigade. Ramsey 
acquires targets on a video display screen 
mounted in the dash on the left side of the 
Jetranger where he sits. 

“Lasing targets is similar to playing a 
video game,” Ramsey said as he described 
how he lays the cross hairs on a target such 
as an Iraqi T-55 tank and paints the target 


Vipers' AO is known as the "Snake Pit" 
because of many sand vipers in the area. 
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with a small laser spot. “It’s like a red dot 
sale at your local department store.” 

“If I’m lasing for artillery, I bounce a 
beam off the tank, a beam that forms a 
cone of light in the sky,” he explained. 
Hellfire missiles are designed to seek out 
those cones of light and ride the beams to 
the source of the reflection. A seeker head 
on the missile locks onto the cone of light 
and terminally guides the missile to the 
target. In this case, the Iraqi command 
centers. 

Once the target acquisition is made, 
there is very little chance of breaking a 
lock, especially if the target is warm. Since 
the sight is thermal in nature, anything on 
the horizon emitting heat is vulnerable to 
attack — even armored personnel carriers, 
tanks and trucks that have been shut down 
for hours. 

“Lasing takes the guesswork out of 
firing for effect,” Ramsey said, “because 
the first round we fire, artillery or missile, 
hits the target.” There’s no need to fire for 
effect and make corrections. Ramsey and 
other aerial fire support officers who sit on 
the left side of the aircraft and focus on the 
video display screen are also trained to 
direct naval gunfire from battleships, 
cruisers and destroyers. 

In addition to the OH-58 Deltas under 
his command, Captain David S. Milton, 
Perry, Florida, also has EH-60 Blackhawk 
electronic warfare helicopters at his 
disposal. “This is going to be an all out 
campaign,” Milton claimed. “No holds 
barred. We’ve turned the big dogs loose.” 

Apaches on the Warpath 

Once the Iraqi air defense threat has 
been eliminated, OH-58 Deltas will search 
Kuwait for target-rich environments. 
When tanks, armored personnel carriers 
and mechanized infantry are located, 
Apaches will go on the warpath. 

“Strike To Kill,” is the motto of the 
Vipers, the 1st Attack Helicopter 
Battalion, 24th Aviation Brigade. “We 
can kill 24 hours a day,” Lieutenant 
Colonel Tom Stewart stated as he stood on 
a bluff and surveyed his desert airfield. 
“The Iraqis will never know what hit 
them. Never! It will be so sudden, they’ll 
be left wandering in the desert, totally 
confused.” 

Captain Jerry Pearman, a flight platoon 
leader from Merrillville, Indiana, who’s 
been flying the Army’s most sophisticated 
aircraft for two years added, “Flying the 
Apache is awesome.” 

The Apache is protected by guns and 
missiles, and something Pearman calls a 
“disco light,” a multicolored dome of 
mirrors behind the rotor hub on the 
helicopter. The disco light is officially 
known as*ALQ-144, but whatever you call 
it, the light sends out false signals that lure 
enemy missiles away from the aircraft. 
The multicolored mirrors confuse enemy 
missiles by offering false images. 

Captain Kevin Woods, commander of 
Bravo Company, said four OH-58 Deltas 


and six AH-64 Apaches under his 
command are also painted with a 
substance that lessens its infrared 
signature. The helicopter’s powerful 
engine is also shielded with special metals 
that allow less heat to be emitted. 

You Can Run, But You Can’t Hide 

The Apache is the heart and soul of the 
24th Aviation Brigade of the 24th Infantry 
Division from Fort Stewart, Georgia. It’s 
Woods who puts Pearman and other 
Apache pilots into position where they can 
do the most damage. According to Capt. 
Woods, the Apache sends a clear message 
to Iraqi soldiers: “You can run, but you 
can’t hide.” 

The Apache is the most sophisticated 
aircraft in the Army’s arsenal — perhaps 
too sophisticated, say its critics, who claim 
the Army tried to hang everything 
including the kitchen sink on the Apache. 
Tom Stewart is glad the so-called “kitchen 
sink” is hanging on his Apaches, because 
it makes his job easier. 

Night vision capability is the Apache’s 
strong point. “It has the ability to sortie 
under any kind of illumination,” Stewart 
said. Like a wide receiver in the NFL, 
Vipers can go deep inside enemy territory 
and strike terror into the Iraqis — as they 
did on the night the Gulf War got 
underway. 

Apaches carry 16 Hellfire missiles on 
wing pods. Hellfires can penetrate all 
known enemy armor. In addition to 
Hellfires, Apaches carry 38 2.75-inch 
rockets and a 30mm cannon under their 
chins, which gives pilots 1,200 rounds of 
armor-piercing, incendiary and high 
explosive warheads at the touch of a gun 
button. 

Read Headlines 3 Klicks Away 

A 122-power scope in a swivel mount 
on the nose of the aircraft allows the 
two-man crew to read newspaper 
headlines from 3 klicks away. With image 
auto-track, the pilot can pull the trigger 
and send his prey to paradise. 

The AH-64 has significant standoff 
capability, something the AH-1 Cobras 
didn’t have. “We can kill Iraqi tanks out to 
8 kilometers (about 5 miles),” Chief 
Warrant Officer 2 Jim Douglas from 
Williston, Florida, said. 

“The Iraqis don’t have anything on their 
tanks or armored vehicles that can detect 
us from 8 klicks,” Douglas said as he 
climbed into the back seat of his Apache. 
“I sure wouldn’t want to be an Iraqi tanker 
when an Apache pops up from behind a 
sand dune and launches a Hellfire missile 
which has a first hit, first kill capability.” 

The Hellfire is the best antitank system 
in the world. The flight path it takes after 
launch makes it unstoppable. The 
Hellfire’s ability to kill on the first shot is 
because of the angle it takes. Most tanks 
are designed for tank-on-tank type 
warfare: heavily armored up front and 
along the sides of the turret, but not up top 


where it counts. 

After launch from an Apache, a Hellfire 
missile climbs to an altitude of about 2,000 
feet where it finds the bean that’s been 
lased, and comes down on top of the tank. 
Jerry Pearman, who has a ringside seat of 
the action from his armor-plated seat in the 
Apache, said, “They don’t stand a chance 
against us.” 

Back-seater Jim Douglas added, “We 
can see them long before they can see or 
hear us, and by the time they realize we’re 
in the area, it’s too late. They’re dead.” 
Douglas, 34, has spent almost half of his 
life in the Army. His call sign is “Viper 
173.” Every pilot is assigned a number 
when he enters the unit. It follows him to 
the grave. 

. From his rear seat, Douglas stares at 17 
pieces of information that appear on his 
helmet-mounted device (HMD). The 
HMD gives Douglas vital flight 
information such as altitude, airspeed, 
magnetic heading, and acceleration cue so 
he can fly even if there is zero illumination 
outside the cockpit. 

When pilots like Douglas first climb 
into the Apache and begin to stare at 17 
bits of information through a monocular 
eyepiece attached to their helmets, there’s 
a tendency to suffer what is called 
“binocular rivalry,” a condition where the 
left eye tries to become dominant. 

Some pilots get splitting headaches 
staring at a constant flow of updated flight 
information in their right eye, but 
according to Douglas it isn’t long before a 
pilot learns how to “fly” with his left eye, 
and “fight” with his right. 

Pilots in the 1st Attack Helicopter 
Battalion are affectionately known in 
aviation circles as the “Vipers” because 
pilots from that battalion flew AH-1 
Cobras when the unit first formed. Stewart 
said the battalion liked the name so much, 
pilots refused to change it when they 
transitioned to AH-64 Apaches. 

The battalion’s base camp in the Saudi 
Arabian desert is called the “Snake Pit” 
because of an abundance of sand vipers in 
the area. 

Troubles With Sand 

However, sand, not snakes, caused the 
most grief among the Vipers. Until the 3M 
Corporation from Minnesota sent a team 
of “tech reps” to the “sandbox” in Saudi 
Arabia to apply a special adhesive tape to 
the leading edge of helicopter blades, sand 
kicked up by whirling blades wore them 
out in 50 hours. Under normal conditions, 
helicopter blades should last about 200 
hours, but conditions are far from normal 
in Saudi Arabia. 

“The sand eats the leading edge of the 
kevlar-coated blades away like a grinder,” 
Stewart said. At night, pilots say the 
spinning blades give off a shower of 
sparks, creating a halo effect which allows 
pilots to see which part of the blades are 
pulling in the air to give the helicopter lift. 

Specialist Dennis Gibbs, a helicopter 
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CW2 Jim Douglas wears monocular HMD 
which supplies 17 bits of information. 

mechanic from Easely, South Carolina, 
explained that the sand also wears out vital 
engine parts. That’s why Gibbs and other 
mechanics on the flight line hose down 
their birds at least twice a week. 

Stewart, who also ordered some 
changes in the way helicopters are pre¬ 
flighted added, “Cleanliness is next to 
Godliness out here. Engine health indica¬ 
tor tests are usually conducted on the 
ground prior to takeoff, but that requires 
pulling in the power and spooling up the 
engine to see how healthy it is.” 

When a helicopter sits on the ground 
with its blades whirling in the desert, 
it creates a sandstorm, and all of that 
sand is sucked into the engines. That’s 
why Stewart’s men conduct engine health 
indicator tests in the air, not on the 
ground. 

First Sergeant Robert Howell, Bosque 
Farms, New Mexico, uses diesel fuel to 
keep down the dust from rotor wash on 
Helipads. “It costs less to use diesel fuel 
than water,” he said. Colonel Burt Tack- 
aberry, the commanding officer of the 24th 



Mast-mounted laser range finder 
designator. 


Aviation Brigade said, “Every little bit 
helps.” 

Fifth Generation Army Brat 

Tackaberry is a fifth generation “Army 
brat,” who has stars on his family tree, and 


probably in his future. “My father, 
Lieutenant General Thomas Tackaberry, 
retired as commanding officer of the 18th 
Airborne Corps, which is with us here in 
Saudi Arabia,” Tackaberry told me. If 
Col. Tackabenry continues to lead the 24th 
Aviation Brigade to victory, his first star 
could come at the end of the Gulf War, if 
not before. 

“I believe a commander has to fly,” 
Tackaberry said. He can fly every aircraft 
in his brigade: Apaches, Blackhawks, 
Cobras, Hueys and Scouts. “The only 
chopper I’m not rated in is the CH-47 
Chinook,” he said. Tackaberry spends 
most of his time in a Blackhawk, because 



Capt. Kevin Woods, commander of Bravo 
Company, next to Apache rocket pod. 


it’s configured for command and control. 
Blackhawks can take a licking and keep on 
ticking. They are armor-plated and have 
struts that can absorb a lot of shock should 
they fall out of the sky. 

Tackaberry’s boys have been busy in 
Saudi Arabia. In addition to blasting holes 
in Saddam’s air defenses, they have been 
attacking Iraqi armor in Kuwait. Unlike 
some of his pilots, who thought the war 
against Iraq might be a replay of the 
Six-day War of 1967, Tackaberry knew it 
was not going to be easy. 

“Anyone who talks about war and 
thinks it will ever be easy is wrong,” he 
said. “The fog of war is going to get a lot 
of people hurt. War is hell, but in combat 
there will be pockets that will never see a 
bullet fired, and some that will see vicious 
combat. When you’ve got tanks fighting 
each other, it ain’t going to be pretty. It’s 
not Grenada, Panama, or Vietnam. This is 
maneuver warfare with tremendous 
firepower, and it’s going to be ugly .” 

Dale B. Cooper is a freelance writer who 
has been in Saudi Arabia since the 
beginning of the war.^ 
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P RIOR to 16 January 1991, the town of 
Khafji, Saudi Arabia, was a scenic 
seaside resort 6 miles south of the Kuwaiti 
border. It boasted posh hotels, an imposing 
water tower and a population of some 
35,000 which varied with the tourists that 
came to enjoy the sea. 

At 0300 on the 16th, all that was to 
change. It started with a handful of people 
leaving the town. By 0400 the trickle of 
departing people had swelled to a flood. 
One eyewitness described the exodus of 
refugees as looking like “the Memorial 
Bridge in Washington, D.C., during the 
rush hour on a Friday afternoon.’’ The 
only people remaining were members of 
the fire brigade. 

On the morning of the following day 
Iraqi artillery began shelling the town. 
Rounds impacted on oil storage tanks 
containing 65,000 barrels of petroleum; 
flames and smoke roared into the sky. 
Stray rounds landed in the ocean, raising 
geysers of water. 

As the day wore on, Iraq fired Brazilian- 
manufactured multiple rocket launcher 
system (MRLS) rockets that overshot 
Khatji and exploded in the red sand to the 
south. Artillery fire continued. Based on 
the size of the craters, the guns were 
believed to be 155mm howitzers. 

Saudi and Qatari Forces 

Saudi Arabian National Guard (SANG) 
units together with troops from Qatar dug 
in south of Khafji to await further orders 
from headquarters. The Saudi command 
had decided not to garrison the town, but 
see if the Iraqis were going to attempt to 
follow up the artillery and rocket barrages 
with an armored thrust through the 
urban area. 

The SANG forces consisted of the 7th 
and 8th Battalions of the 8th Brigade, 
numbering approximately 800 men per 
battalion plus logistical support units. 
SANG forces were armed with Cadillac 
Gage V-150S “Commando” armored cars 
mounting 90mm guns, older model 
antitank guided missiles (ATGM) and 
84mm Carl Gustav recoilless guns. They 
also had 15 U.S.-made M-60 tanks. 

The Qataris had an armored battalion 
including tanks and armored personnel 



carriers (APCs). Their table of 
organization and equipment was similar to 
that of the Saudis in terms of strength and 
equipment. Initially trained by the British 
and later by the Jordanians, they are 
professionals in every sense of the word. 

All their positions were sandbagged 
with overhead cover, vehicles were dug-in, 
and camouflage nets with spreaders 
protected tanks and APCs. Fighting 
positions were 
connected by com- 
mo trenches, and old 
tires were placed at 
100, 200 and 300 
meters to mark 
small-arms ranges. 

The Qataris’ guns 
were immaculate: 

Artillery tubes were 
oiled, elevating 
mechanisms were 
greased, and aiming 
stakes were in place. 

While these prepar¬ 
ations were carried 
out, the Saudis had 
begun to dig-in with 
a vengeance: Com¬ 
mercial earth- 
moving equipment 
and engineer assets 
were dispatched 
from Riyadh, and 
the SANG started 
constructing berms. 

The night of 17 January was eerily 
quiet. There were no sounds from Khafji 
— the place resembled a ghost town with 
gas stations closed, shops secured with 
shutters over the doors, and not a living 

The battle of Khafji left many parts of the 
seaside resort town in shambles, A U.S. 
Marine who watched the battle described 
the exchange of fire as "hellacious." Here, a 
Saudi recovery vehicle moves into position 
to tow away a knocked out Iraqi T-55 tank. 


INSET: Victorious SANG troops celebrate 
the battle of Khafji from their Cadillac Gage 
V-150S armored car with 90mm gun. 
Shown here are Browning .50 M2HB on flex 
mount, and 7.62x51 mm NATO FN FAL 
rifles. 
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Iraqi ordnance captured at the battle 
of Khafji. 

soul moving on the streets. 

From the 17th to the 30th of January, 
days and nights were punctuated by 
artillery duels between U.S. Marine 
155mm howitzers supporting the Saudis 
and Qataris, and Iraqi batteries firing from 
within Kuwait. On one occasion the 
Marines staged a lightning raid by 
displacing their batteries forward and 
plastering the enemy with close-range fire, 
then returning to their original firing 
positions as rapidly as they’d displaced 
forward. Marine gunners’ morale was 
sky-high. 

The Battle Begins 

During the late hours of 30 January, a 
12-man Marine recon force in Khafji 
noticed Iraqi vehicle movement near the 
border. Under a full moon in a cloudless 
sky, an Iraqi lead element of five Soviet 
T-55 tanks accompanied by 150 infantry 
started down the main road toward 
the town. 

The tanks moved into position on the 
outskirts while infantry occupied 
buildings; they took over the water tower 
to use as an observation post. The stage 


was set for the coming battle for Khafji. 

The Marines began to call in artillery 
and air strikes on the Iraqis with 
devastating results. Cobra gunships and 
Harrier jets joined with the leathernecks’ 
155mm howitzers in tearing huge holes 
within the ranks of the enemy force. 

The invaders made a serious tactical 
error by occupying Khafji. Apparently 
they either ignored or were unaware of the 


presence of Marine artillery and air assets 
— ready and waiting for just such a target. 

Cut off by the Iraqi troops moving into 
Khafji’s streets and houses, Corporal Jeff 
Brown of Cincinnati, Ohio, and 11 other 
members of his recon team played a deadly 
game of cat-and-mouse with the enemy. At 
one point, Iraqi soldiers searched the main 
floor of a building in which Brown and his 
fellow team members were hiding on the 
floor above. 

As the desperate search was carried out 
by the Iraqis, the Marines succeeded in 
calling in continuous air and artillery 
strikes. During their 36 hours of dodging 
enemy search parties, Cpl. Brown and the 
team also destroyed classified signal codes 
they were carrying. 

By early Wednesday morning, 31 
January, two Iraqi armored brigades 
numbering 4,000 troops and 80 tanks 
joined in the attack. While they were 
moving to contact, an additional 60,000 
enemy troops and 1,000 tanks mobilized 
for a large-scale attack against Saudi 
Arabia. That mobilization never 
succeeded. As tanks and APCs formed up 
in a column of more than 100 vehicles 
trying to take advantage of the cover of 
darkness, a squadron of A-10 Warthogs 
appeared and methodically began 
destroying the column. 

The Warthogs trapped the formation by 
pinpoint bombing. They first knocked out 
the lead and last tanks in the column, 
effectively blocking movement. They then 
proceeded to destroy every tank and APC 
in the entire unit. 

One pilot, Major Richard Pauly of 
Mandeville, Louisiana, recounted seeing 
the chaos on the ground through infrared 
night-vision scopes. In his statement he 
said the attack reminded him of a school of 
sharks in a feeding frenzy. Iraqi soldiers 
were seen pulling bodies from burning 
tanks and APCs and running away from 
the exploding vehicles. 

SANG troops fire at Iraqis with Browning 
.50. Burning Iraqi vehicle at left is a 
Chinese-manufactured YW-531 APC. 
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Suddenly across the street appeared two 
Soviet BMPs and green-uniformed Iraqi 
soldiers. Gallagher and the Iraqis stared at 
each other in surprise, but the Marine 
recovered quicker than the Iraqis. He 
jumped back into his vehicle and sped 
away down the street to a gas station that 
was being used as a rally point. Once there, 
a quick look at an ID chart of enemy 
vehicles confirmed that the BMPs were 
indeed the “bad guys.” 

Sergeant Gallagher got on the radio and 
called in the Marine Cobra gunships that 
were orbiting the area. They responded by 
flying in at power-line level and took the 
BMPs under fire with six missiles. One 
BMP exploded; the surviving vehicle 
limped away, burning. 

Iraqi patrol boats got into the action 
during Tuesday night’s combat, firing 
machine guns into Khafji’s seaside 
buildings. The three Sawari-4 boats were 
then taken under fire by Saudi patrol 
vessels that had been patrolling offshore. 
One Iraqi boat was sunk and the remainder 
were chased back toward Iraq. 

One factor that initially caused the 
Saudis confusion during the approach of 
the enemy armor was the ruse used by the 
Iraqi tank commanders. They traversed 
their main tubes to the rear — the Saudis 
mistakenly took this to mean that the Iraqis 
were attempting to surrender. Un¬ 
fortunately, that was not the case, and 
when the Iraqis closed to point-blank 
range, the tubes were quickly traversed to 
the front and the gunners began to fire on 
the Saudi troops. 

When the Marines heard about the trick, 
one disgusted leatherneck snorted, “Screw 

Saudi soldier holds what’s left of an AK 
found inside destroyed Chinese-made 
YW-531 APC in background. Must 
have got a bit hot inside. 


Marines of the 1st Marine Division 
established blocking positions south of 
Khafji in an effort to prevent Iraqi units 
from gaining access to the road leading to 
Dhahran, further into 
Saudi territory. 

Saudi soldiers 
from the 5th Battal¬ 
ion of the King 
Abdul Aziz Brigade 
established listening 
posts near Khafji 
with communication 
nets to Saudi and 
Qatari troops dug in 
along the Khafji- 
Dhahran road. They 
formed an early- 
warning system to 
alert friendly units 
against a possible 
Iraqi attack. 

Defections by 
enemy troops accel¬ 
erated rapidly -r 
there were a total of 
100 during the three day period. B-52s 
pounded the enemy with tons of high 
explosive ordnance that shook the earth as 
far back as Marine artillery positions to the 
rear of Saudi and Qatari troops. 

The decision to attack and re-take 
Khafji was made on the 31st; Saudi and 
Qatari armor jumped off and roared up the 
road into the town. A Marine observer who 
watched the battle said the 
exchange of fire between the 
attackers and the Iraqis was 
“hellacious.” 

Attacking elements of 
SANG included V- 
two companies of 
infantry, 15 U.S.-made 
M-60 tanks, and 
remaining tanks and 
APCs from the 
7th and 8th 
Battalions. 

The 
Qataris 


attacked with tanks and APCs from their 
armored battalion. 

Infantry, tanks and APCs on both sides 
exchanged fire at point-blank range. As the 
fight intensified, the 
streets of Khafji 
erupted into an 
exploding, flaming 
mass of burning 
hulks of every 
conceivable type. 

During the heav¬ 
iest exchanges of 
fire, two U.S. Army 
high-mobility, multi¬ 
purpose, wheeled 
vehicles (HM- 
MWVs) apparently 
took a wrong turn 
and drove into town 
... and into the fire 
storm. One driver 
was killed by small 
arms fire; his 
passenger escaped. 
The second vehicle, 
carrying two soldiers —one female — 
braked to a halt near a wall. 

A rescue effort by Marines of the 1st 
Marine Division was quickly mounted 
using LAV-25s with Cobra gunships 
providing air cover. A member of the 
rescue patrol, Staff Sergeant Don 
Gallagher, a 30-year-old Marine from 
Great Falls, Montana, jumped from his 
vehicle and looked into the interior of the 
deserted Humvees. He found neither 
occupants nor weapons. He yelled, 
“U.S. Marines! U.S. Marines!” but 
received no answer. 


THE BATTLE 
OF KHAFJI 

IRAQ LOSSES SAUDI/QATARI 
LOSSES 


Killed 

TROOPS 

32 

18 

Wounded 

35 

32 

MIA 

(N/A) 

11 

POW 

463 

8 

EQUIPMENT DESTROYED 

Tanks 

11 

1 

APCs 

51 

(N/A) 

Trucks 

4 

(N/A) 

Jeeps 

1 

(N/A) 

Rocket 

Launchers (N/A) 

1 

Ambulances (N/A) 

2 


N/A: Numbers unknown or not available 
(Source: Saudi Arabian National Guard) 
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“0 heroic Iraqi soldiers, this is an 
invitation from the high command of the 
Joint Forces and its theater of operations to 
give you complete assurance of an Arab 
welcome with security and safety and 
medical attention and a return to your 
families as soon as we put an end to the 
situation that Saddam Hussein has you in... 
Brother heroic Iraqi soldiers, this is an 
open-ended invitation to you to join with 
us and save your beloved country from 
further harm.” 

What was the purpose behind the ill- 
fated Iraqi attempt to seize and hold 
Khafji? The Saudis feel that Saddam made 
an effort to lure the Coalition troops into 
an open fight in which the Iraqis could 
inflict heavy casualties. A second 
possibility was the need — because of the 
unrelenting and devastating Coalition 
bombing attacks —to show the Iraqi 
people that his forces were capable of 
fighting the Saudis and capturing their 
territory in spite of the forces arrayed 
against him. 

Whatever the reasoning, the attempt to 
hold Khafji was a tactical mistake of 
monumental proportions: It demonstrated 
to the world that the Saudis and their 
Qatari allies were more than capable of 
defeating Iraqi armor and infantry without 
the need to call upon U.S. ground forces to 
support them. 

The Saudis and Qataris have proved 
themselves beyond any doubt. They are 
truly combat-capable and have a high 
degree of professionalism. These qualities 
put them on an equal footing with the best 
that Saddam Hussein can field. 

Mike Williams, an old friend and 
correspondent for SOF, is in Saudi Arabia 
with Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown 
covering the war in the Persian Gulf. ^ 


Brown of Arabia and party find an MP roving 
patrol in the Saudi desert. From left, men 
are Pfc. Butler, Spc. 4 Crowe, Paul 
Fanshaw, Mike Williams, SSgt. Smith, Spc. 
4 Davis, and SOF Publisher Bob Brown. 

messages to enemy troops. The Voice of 
the Gulf was operated by U.S. PsyOps 
personnel twice daily: 0700 to 0900, and 
1030 to 1230 on AM and FM bands. 

The message was: “O heroic Iraqi 
soldiers, your leader Saddam Hussein took 
you through eight years of a costly war, 
then before you had a chance to recover 
your legitimate rights, led you into a 
conflict with a neighborly, brotherly 
country even though that country was 
standing beside you. 


that! All those mothers are gonna die!” 

On 1 February 1991 at 1830 hours, 
Khafji was declared secured. Saudi-Qatari 
forces occupied the town. There were still 
mopping-up actions to be completed, and 
some sniper fire was observed within 
areas. Saudi APCs patrolled the streets and 
their commanders used bullhorns to call 
upon Iraqis hidden in abandoned houses to 
surrender. 

“Iraqi brothers give up! Your Saudi 
brothers are outside. Saudi authorities will 
furnish all medicines, food, everything you 
need and you will not be harmed ... Come 
out with a white flag.” 

While Saudi, Qatari and U.S. air and 
artillery were smashing enemy armor and 
infantry, a psychological operations 
(PsyOps) radio unit was broadcasting 

The battle for Khafji probably was supposed 
to be a way for Saddam to prove that his 
army could conduct an effective attack 
against the Coalition. It didn’t work. When 
the smoke cleared in late January, much of 
his attack force was in the same condition 
as this Chinese-manufactured Iraqi YW- 
531 APC. 




52 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


MAY 91 








AD I OS, 

ENRIQUE BERMUDEZ 


A TRUE Nicaraguan patriot and 
longtime friend of SOF, Colonel 
Enrique Bermudez, was murdered Satur¬ 
day night, 18 February 1991, in front of 
the Intercontinental Hotel in Managua, 
Nicaragua. 

The lone assassin escaped on foot 
after murdering Bermudez, who was 
shot Sandinista-stylei two shots behind 
the ear and one in the chest. The 
left-wing press wasted no time in spread¬ 
ing disinformation, e.g., Bermudez was a 
member of the Medellin cartel and other 
contras were angry at him because he 
kept all the money, Bermudez was 
responsible for “well-documented con¬ 
tra human-rights abuses,” Bermudez 
was responsible for the contras’ killing 
of two nuns earlier this year — ad- 
predictable-nauseum. 

Earlier this year, when SOF asked 
Bermudez what the worst part of being 
the contra commander was, he replied, 
“The stories the media puts out about 
atrocities and drugs.” Writer Glen 
Garvin commented on these stories. 
“Even in death they mount their cam¬ 
paign against Enrique,” he said. 

Enrique Bermudez, 58 at the time of 
his assassination, came from a humble 
background. He went on to graduate 
from various military courses, including 
the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff School, the School of the Ameri¬ 
cas, and a military engineering school in 
Brazil. 

When the Somoza regime fell in 1977, 
Bermudez was the Nicaraguan military 
attache in Washington. Even the 
Sandinistas did not attempt to associate 
him with the abuses of the Somoza 
regime, but the media did. 

Bermudez was well aware of the 
threat the Sandinistas posed to the 
Western hemisphere. In 1979, he sold 
his house in Washington, D.C., and with 
that money founded the contras. He 
rented a house for his wife and three 
children in Miami (an older, married 
daughter was living in Hawaii), and went 
off to war against the communist 
Sandinistas. 

The following 11 years tested the 
mettle of the man, but he came through 


1933-1991 

by Marty Casey 



Colonel Enrique Bermudez, Nicaraguan 
patriot and martyr, when he addressed 
the Soldier of Fortune convention 
banquet in 1909. 

with flying colors. With plenty of volun¬ 
teers chafing under the Marxist Sandin- 
ista regime, growth of Bermudez’ resis¬ 
tance was curtailed only by lack of 
adequate funds. 

The success of the contra movement 
was met by a concerted effort from the 
left and the U.S. Congress to kill off the 
movement in order to let the Sandinistas 
survive. A gutless U.S. Congress voted 
to cut off aid in the spring of 1983. Aid 
was to be cut and restored numerous 
times, but the largest guerrilla army in 
Latin American history, save for in the 
Mexican revolution, refused to die. 

In 1986 Congress voted a large contra 
aid package totalling $100 million. By 
January and February 1987, the contras 
had reinfiltrated their homeland, and 
were causing the Sandinistas serious 
problems. 

By the summer of 1987, contras 
controlled more than half of Nicaragua 
and the Sandinista army was in a 
shambles. All this time Bermudez was 
there. About every three months he 
would have to go to Washington for 
meetings, also spending a day or two 
with his family, which by that time 


hardly knew him. 

In the fall of 1987 the contras pulled 
off two spectacular actions that made the 
hair on Danny Ortega’s head stand 
straight up. In October, 7,000 contras 
infiltrated the southeast quadrant of 
Nicaragua and attacked military quarters 
all along the important Rama road. 
Numerous bridges were blown up and 
the piricuacos (rabid dogs) ran all the 
way back to Managua. 

The balance of 1988, 1989 and 1990 
was pure hell for Bermudez, as the State 
Department maneuvered to get a more 
“manageable” contra leadership in 
place to facilitate their manipu¬ 
lations. 

In early February 1990, after some 
heavy prodding from State, contra com¬ 
manders abolished the position Ber¬ 
mudez had held. That action backfired 
when the man chosen as top contra, 
“Franklyn,” sold out to the Sandinistas. 
“Ruben” and Aristedes Sanchez then 
moved “Franklyn” aside, but neither 
one had that rare, special quality of 
leadership that Enrique Bermudez al¬ 
ways had. 

Bermudez returned to Nicaragua in 
the fall of 1990, spending more than two 
months in the lion’s den. He complained 
to President Chamorro that his life had 
been threatened, but nothing was done. 
The civil resistance movement, made up 
of former contras, their supporters, and a 
majority of non-Sandinista leaders, 
asked Bermudez to lead them. With the 
piricuacos breathing down his neck, 
Bermudez was forced to leave 
Nicaragua. 

Two weeks before his assassination, 
he returned to Nicaragua and started to 
organize an effective political move¬ 
ment. He knew the risk, but took it 
anyway. He told his wife Elsa he was not 
going to give up the fight until all 
Nicaraguans were free. He laughed when 
he was told of the white Lada (Soviet- 
built Fiat) that followed him everywhere 
he went. “They are not here to protect 
me. I know who they are.” We know 
who they are, too. 

Good-bye, Enrique Bermudez. We 
will sorely miss you.^ 
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From College to Khafji 
in Eight Days 


by Ed Brown 



I T would be a challenging mission, and a 
novelty, for the drill sergeants of the 
2nd Battalion, 26th Infantry at Fort Dix, 
New Jersey. As experienced training 
cadre, they were accustomed to the diverse 
requirements of their task — but this was 
something else, even for instructors who 
thought they’d seen everything. They had 
eight days rather than eight weeks to cram 
the essentials of recruit training into a 
bunch of civilians who were immediately 
headed into harm’s way. 

These raw recruits were 291 Kuwaitis, 


Outfitted in woodland BDUs and issued new 
M16A2 rifles, volunteers entered a crash 
course in "soldierization.” Photo: Ed Brown 

mostly students at American colleges and 
universities, along with a number of 
tourists and businessmen who had found 
themselves marooned in the United States 
after the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait last 
August. Around Christmas, as the situa¬ 
tion in the Gulf was heating up, they had 
volunteered for a special unit of the 
Kuwaiti army. They were a mixed lot, 


ranging in age from 20 to 50. The group 
even included Prince Fahed Al-Sabah, the 
son of Kuwaiti Emir Sheik Jaber Al- 
Ahmed Al-Sabah. Another member of the 
Kuwaiti royal family was also in their 
ranks. 

After what must have been the shortest 
stint of basic training since the days of 
Hannibal and his elephants, a day and a 
week after their arrival at the 26th Infantry, 
the Kuwaitis were newly appointed ser¬ 
geants in the army of Kuwait. Wearing 
chocolate chips and carrying brand-new 
M16A2s, they were ready to climb aboard 
C-141B Starlifters at McGuire AFB for 
their rendezvous with destiny. 

The whole idea of this program, desig¬ 
nated “Task Force Desert Owl,” and 
apparently the brainstorm of some bright 
mind at the Kuwaiti Embassy, was to 
provide our forces in the Gulf with 
interpreters and people who knew the 
nature of the terrain. These Kuwaiti shake- 
and-bake sergeants have already been 
deployed, divided up, and assigned to any 
number of U.S. units, hopefully undergo¬ 
ing a vigorous program of on-the-job 
training from their American comrades in 
the essentials of staying alive on the 
battlefield. 

With more than a little doubt that an 
eight-day training program, no matter how 
compressed, could prepare anyone for 
what might be expected of these people, 
SOF spent some time with the Kuwaitis at 
Dix. To our surprise, we came to believe 
that given their motivation, fired by a 
desire to recover their country from the 
clutches of a rapacious invader, the Ku¬ 
waitis had a fighting chance to accomplish 
their mission. Their heads-up, volunteer 
attitude was also impressive. 

“They’ve had a tough, tough week,” 
Lieutenant Colonel William S. Knightly, 
commander of the 3rd of the 26th said. 
“They’ve been up at 0500, on the go all 
day, and at no time did they get into the 
sack before 2200 — and on most nights it 
was midnight. It has been intense. We’ve 
concentrated on getting them as ready as 
possible, but we necessarily had to forego 
such things as PT. We focused on basic 
‘soldierization,’ stressed NBC skills, espe¬ 
cially instruction in the mask and suit, and 
how to survive in that kind of environ¬ 
ment, and, of course, BRM (basic rifle 
marksmanship).” 

Although the Kuwaitis stopped short of 
qualifying with the M16A2, they fired it 
extensively, and determined the battle zero 
of the rifles they would be carrying to 
Saudi Arabia. They also got a dose of 
battlefield first aid, and three of them 
checked out on the 9mm pistol. 

When asked if the Kuwaitis would serve 
in “Kit Carson” roles with grunt units, 
Knightly could not answer. “I really don’t 
know, but there’s no guarantee they won’t 
be on the front line over there,” he said. 
“The two big U.S. formations that get 
them will have to make that judgment, but 
I would think that some of them, anyway. 
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are going to be right up front.” 

In the battalion area, watching the 
Kuwaitis march, it was obvious to any 
onlooker with a military background that 
the drill sergeants had made their influence 
profoundly felt during this long week. The 
Kuwaitis, in woodland BDUs and Fritz 
helmets, looked like American recruits, 
and even sounded like them, with the same 
cadence chants. They had “Kuwait” sten¬ 
cilled above their left jacket pockets, and 
their first names above the right. Given the 
fact that many have kin remaining in their 
beleaguered country, surnames are out. 

The Kuwait army traditionally marches 
and salutes British-style, but these Dix 
trainees learned it the American way. And 
there were some special dispensations for 
the Kuwaitis. The mess hall refrained from 
serving any pork, ham or shellfish to the 
troopers, and time in the frenetic daily 
schedule was set aside for the three 
traditional Moslem prayer sessions: 0530, 
1230, and 1730. Some, but by no means 
all, of the Kuwaitis took advantage of this. 

Many of the Kuwaitis had been attend¬ 
ing universities in the Sun Belt, and were 
unaccustomed to cold weather. A spell of 
old fashioned south Jersey weather pre¬ 
pared them for a winter war in the desert. 
It snowed at least twice during their stay at 
Dix, each snowfall followed by a cold rain. 
On the day SOF went to the range with 
them, where they were firing at pop-up 
targets at 75 and 175 meters, the tempera¬ 
ture was in the 30s and the wind was 
blowing at 20-23 knots — just like the 
desert this time of year after the sun goes 
down. 

The drill sergeants had good things to 
say about the Kuwaitis at the end of the 
abbreviated training cycle. “They were 
motivated, I promise you that,” Staff 
Sergeant Holmes said. “And they were 
quick learners; you showed them a couple 
of times and they had it. I was surprised 
myself to learn that we could take a group 
of people, no matter where they came from 
or what language they spoke, and train 
them to be soldiers. They did well here and 
will do well wherever they’re sent.” 

Staff Sergeant Paramore had the same 


While those stranded in the United States 
by the Iraqi invasion trained at Fort Dix, their 
brothers who escaped to Saudi Arabia 
trained in the desert sand. Photo: Gamma 
Liaison/Gilles Bassignac 

opinion. “You can tell they’re eager to go 
and in good spirits. I got to know some of 
them individually and found out a lot from 
many of them. Some were in Kuwait at the 
time of the invasion and had real stories to 
tell.” 

One of these was a Kuwaiti in his late 
20s who told SOF he was in-country when 
Saddam came rolling in, and that owing to 
the poor training of the Iraqi troops, was 
able to cross and recross the border into 
Saudi Arabia, ferrying various members of 
his family to safety. “Some of these Iraqis 
didn’t want to do anything,” he said. 
“They’d like to surrender, but can’t figure 
out a way to do it without being caught by 
their own people and shot. There was a 
camp of about 200 men near the border 
that a Kuwaiti resistance group hit and 
destroyed. 

“These Iraqis are not qualified soldiers 
— they’d shoot you a dozen times when a 
single shot would do. Saddam Hussein has 
no chance. I think 60-70% of his army is 
going to give up when shots are fired. And 
there’s one more thing I know,” he 
concluded. “We’re not going to let him 
get away with this. If we have to go all the 
way into Baghdad, we’re going to finish 
him off personally.” 

A Kuwaiti from the University of 
Miami, new to snow and cold, neverthe¬ 
less took to the training with no problem. 
“I enjoyed this new experience,” he said. 
“This was a real change from studying 
business administration. Though few of us 
knew one another before this week, we 
Kuwaitis who took the training here are 
now one team, and I’m looking forward to 
getting over there.” 

Another volunteer told SOF that earlier 
this year, in the fall term at his university, 
he felt terribly embarrassed every time he 
read of another batch of Americans being 
deployed to Saudi Arabia. “Here I was, a 
Kuwaiti, and doing nothing while your 
countrymen were going over there perhaps 


to risk their lives,” he said. “When the 
call for volunteers reached me from the 
embassy, I was glad that I could finally do 
something. I think our two countries are 
going to be very close after this is all over, 
and I just hope that someday we can do 
something for the United States in return.” 

SOF learned that the full cost of the 
Kuwaiti training program, including uni¬ 
forms, weapons, equipment, even trans¬ 
portation to Saudi Arabia, has been paid 
for by the Kuwaiti govemment-in-exile. 
Fort Dix Commanding Officer Major 
General James A. Wurman got the request 
for this mission before Christmas, and was 
ready with an almost immediate “can 
do.” After that, things moved fast with the 
Kuwaitis’ arrival, their eight-day training 
cycle and subsequent deployment to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Prince Fahed Al-Sabah, a graduate 
student at the University of Minnesota, 
married and the father of three children, 
expressed the desire that Saddam simply 
“disappear off the face of the earth,” and 
promised to help him do just that. His 
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wife, Marrahib, came to Fort Dix to cheer 
her husband on. 

The Kuwaiti ambassador, Sheik Saud 
Al-Sabah, came to the graduation cere¬ 
mony from Washington to compliment his 
countrymen on their patriotism and stead¬ 
fastness. “We are facing difficult times 
ahead, and your actions and dedication are 
a source of pride for every Kuwaiti.” he 
proclaimed. 

As the band started its last number, the 
Kuwaitis marched to the buses that would 
take them to McGuire AFB for their flight 
to Saudi Arabia — and the challenges 
which were waiting for them. 


A retired Marine infantry officer , Ed 
Brown is a staff journalist with the 
nation’s oldest newspaper, the Central 
Record of Medford , NJ. He is a frequent 
contributor to SOF.^ 
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Massive demonstrations in Srinagar and 
other cities in the Indian-held sector of the 
disputed states of Jammu and Kashmir 
have been alerting the world to the fact that 
the locals were not enjoying life in 
Hindu-dominated India’s only Moslem- 
majorily state. 

Security forces shooting unarmed 
demonstrators informed the world that 
New Delhi was less interested in the 
average Kashmiri’s political opinions than 
in holding onto some of the most strategic 
real estate in South Asia — that rugged 
comer of the Eurasian land mass where the 
might of India, China, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan and the USSR meet. 

The problem in Kashmir, said New 
Delhi, was a terrorist outbreak, armed and 
instigated by Pakistan. The problem in 
Kashmir, said Islamabad, was that India 
was not willing to hold the plebiscite 
stipulated in the U.N. resolutions of 1948 
and 1949, and the Kashmiris have had a 
belly full. The two heavies of South Asia 
squared off for what suddenly looked like 
round four of the 42-year-old 
subcontinental slugfesl. 

But in two crucial respects, 1990 was 
not 1948, 1965 or 1971. In 1990 both India 
and Pakistan were close to military nuclear 
capability. A war would not be just another 
liP ol f Third World brawl where 
Washington and Moscow would drag the 
boys apart. This time around it just might 
be bye-bye Karachi and/or bye-bye Delhi 
— a glimpse of the future which scared a 
lot of people no little. When U.S. intel 
picked up on Pakistani F-16s being readied 
with new, ‘‘special” bomb-racks, alarm 
bells began ringing loud-and long. 

A History of Hostility 

There was also the small matter of 
popular mood among the Kashmiris 
themselves. A brief look at the genesis of 
the conflict provides some perspective. 

With the end of British colonial rule and 
the partition of the subcontinent between 
India and Pakistan in August 1947, the 
ruler of Hammu and Kashmir, Maharaja 
Hari Singh, like scores of other princely 
rulers dotted across the subcontinent, had 
enjoyed almost complete internal 
autonomy. What he wanted was neither 
Pakistan nor India, but rather 
independence for his state along the lines 
of the Himalayan kingdoms of Nepal, 
Bhutan or Sikkim. For three months he sat 
on the fence. 

Pakistan pushed him off. Other 
autonomous princely states, ruled by 
Moslems but with majority Hindu 
populations and situated within India’s 
borders, were being steamrolled by New 
Delhi into joining India. Logically, argued 
the Pakistanis, Moslems should accede to 
the new Moslem state. Finally, in October 

Kashmiri farmer in Azad refugee camp 
shows leg wound into which Indian troopers 
rubbed chili peppers in an attempt to extract 
information. 


1947, the Karachi government secretly 
organized a “spontaneous” invasion of 
Hari Singh’s domain by Pathan tribal 
fighters from the northwest frontier to stir 
the masses in support of Pakistan. 

This clumsy Pakistani attempt to seize 
Kashmir promptly panicked Hari Singh 
into fleeing his capital, Srinagar, and 
signing on with India. A rapid airlift of 
Indian army troops then secured Srinagar 
before the tribals — typically preoccupied 
more with the delights of rape and pillage 
than with their military objective — could 
reach the city and raise the Pakistani flag. 

Significantly, during the war which 
followed, the Moslem population in 
Indian-held areas failed to rise in support 
of Moslem Pakistan. A cease-fire in 1948 
left the state divided along a line of control 
(LOC). Pakistan held a western strip (now 
called Azad Kashmir) and the sprawling 
“northern areas” of Gilgit, Baltistan and 
Hunza. 

Confusion in Kashmir 

But India still possessed the lush 
heartland of the \hle of Kashmir with the 
cities of Srinagar and Jammu, and the bulk 
of the state’s population. It was in the 
years that followed that India refused to 
abide by U.N. resolutions stipulating a 
plebiscite in which the people of Kashmir 
might choose their own destiny. 

Similarly, prior to the war of 1965, 
Pakistani infiltrators moved across the 
LOC and attempted to stir a popular revolt 
of Kashmir’s Moslems against Indian rule. 
The attempt fell flat. Nor did the Moslems 
of India-held Pakistan stir in 1971 when 
Pakistan lost its eastern wing. 

But by 1990 a dramatic change had 
taken place. Blatant manipulation of state 
politico by New Delhi and the imposition 
of central rule suspending the state’s own 
legislature had eroded India’s popular 
standing in Jammu and Kashmir 
disastrously. A new generation of 
Kashmiris — educated, articulate, and 
restless — were looking for new solutions. 

Some favored accession to Pakistan, 
others a Kashmiri state independent of 
both Pakistan and India. Radicalized by 
the Afghan war and the Palestinian 
uprising, many saw Islam as the ideology 
to stiffen a newly assertive Kashmiri 
identity. 

When in January 1990, Hindu security 
forces found themselves confronting 
Moslem demonstrators calling for azaadi 
(freedom) and yelling “Indian dogs go 
back,” they were facing crowds 
numbering in the hundreds of thousands. 
In the subcontinent, the art of crowd- 
control has never been sophisticated. 
Forget about water cannons, tear gas, 
rubber bullets and assorted wimpery. 
Stage one: wade in with the lathi (swagger 
stick). Failing results, proceed to stage 
two: open fire. In Kashmir, proceed 
directly to stage two. 

To no one’s great surprise, this 
crackdown pushed moderate Kashmiris 


directly into the arms of the militants, 
fuelling a growing insurgency and a 
massive exodus of young men and 
refugees over the mountains dividing 
Indian from Pakistani-held Kashmir. India 
had on its hands all the makings of an 
insurgenc) with a single goal: separation 
from the Indian Union. 

From then on, the deterioration was 
rapid and vicious. By the end of the year, 
India had something approaching a 
people’s war on its hands — and a threat to 
its security that made the strife-tom 
Punjab and perennially restive northeast 
look like weekend training exercises. 

Militants Take Up Arms 

Increased infiltration by trained 
guerrillas from Pakistani-held Azad 
Kashmir along with a dramatic spurt in the 
number of local recruits boosted separatist 
numbers. In early spring, Indian intel 
estimated there were some 600 armed 
militants. By November, the estimate had 
risen to 3,000-5,000, backed by an 
additional 4,000-5,000 still waiting to 
cross back from the Pakistani side of 
the line. 

The militants themselves claimed to 
have nearly 5,000 men operating in and 
around the state capital of Srinagar alone, 
and close to 10,000 altogether (not 
including those still on the Pak side of the 
line). What neither side disputed was that 
Delhi was looking at a war rather than a 
spot of civil commotion. By the fall, the 
death toll was pushing 2,000. 

Another worry for security forces was 
the guerrillas’ growing punch. On top of 
the ubiquitous Chinese Type 56-1 folding 
stock assault rifle, the separatist arsenal 
included stick grenades, rocket-propelled 
grenades (RPGs), and antipersonnel and 
antitank mines. Western intel sources 
believe that some groups may now even 
field Stinger-type surface-to-air missiles 
(SAMs), the new models manufactured in 
Pakistan. 

But the most decisive element in the 
escalation was the old RPG-7 — or Type 
69 in its Chinese incarnation. It first made 
its debut in a June attack launched by 
militants on paramilitary barracks near 
Srinagar’s scenic Dal Lake. By the end of 
1990, the RPG — described by a leading 
Afghan muj commander of my 
acquaintance as the most important 
weapon of the Afghan war — was being 
used across the Vale of Kashmir. 

From Afghanistan With Love 

Virtually the entire insurgent arsenal 
pointed to sources close to the Afghan war. 
Some of the more exotic pieces such as 
Soviet AKS-74s (the folding stock version 
of the 5.45mm AK-74) and AKR 
“Krinkov” submachine guns (SMGs) of 
the same caliber, had apparently passed 
through the arms bazaars of Pakistan’s 
tribal areas. 

But a high volume of overwhelmingly 
Chinese weaponry — notably the Type 
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Chinese grenades and other materiel used 
by the Kashmiris are believed to have been 
diverted from weapons procured in China 
for the Afghan mujahideen, but delivered 
through Pakistan. 

56-1 assault rifle, Chicom copies of the 
Tokarev pistol, stick grenades and Type 69 
RPGs — all pointed to diversion of bulk 
consignments intended for the 
Afghan war. 

With Pakistan’s Inter-Services 
Intelligence controlling distribution of 
weaponry headed to the Afghan muj, and 
taking more than a passing interest in 
India’s foul up in Kashmir, there are no 
prizes for guessing how or why Kashmiris 
and Afghans are using almost identical 
hardware. 

Over the latter half of 1990, improved 
weaponry saw a significant increase in the 
frequency of insurgent-initiated contacts 
as well as a growing boldness in the choice 
of targets. Firefights and ambushes soon 
became daily routine. One Western visitor 
to Srinagar counted 10 to 15 incidents 
involving the use of RPGs each night over 
several nights. The tempo of conflict was 
mounting. 

Tactics were evolving, too. The conflict 
began with scattered urban clashes -* 
typically drive-by attacks on paramilitary 
personnel from motorbikes. But by 
midsummer, the militants were moving 
into outlying districts to hit military 
installations and lines of communication. 

In part, the extension of the conflict into 
the rural areas of the lush, mountain-ringed 
Vale of Kashmir appears to have been a 
planned development. In the spring, 
militant commanders had talked of the 
need to widen the focus of the insurgency 
to avoid suffocating under the Indian 
security blanket thrown across Srinagar 
and other towns. 

“Complete Guerrilla Warfare” 

My chain-smoking contact in the 
Muzaffarabad safehouse had done his 
homework on modern guerrilla warfare. 
“The stage of setting up a resistance 
movement with popular support is 
complete,” he said. “We are now entering 


the second phase: complete guerrilla 
warfare. We need to expand the space of 
the war, to move the struggle into the 
countryside.” 

An added incentive was the mayhem the 
Indians were unleashing in the towns. 
Reprisal burnings of civilian houses in the 
vicinity of guerrilla attacks began in July 
1990. By the end of the summer, some 
1,500 families were homeless and 
hundreds of dwellings were sacked in 
several major towns. The effect was to 
push guerrillas who were concerned over 
civilian losses, and their support, out of the 
towns. 

The sheer intensity of the government’s 
assault on its own citizens was 
unprecedented, and a major factor in 
fanning the insurgency. The Indian army 
— the world’s fourth largest — is itself a 
highly professional force. Along with the 
Pakistanis, the Viets and the Burmese, it 
ranks as one of the most effective fighting 
forces in Asia. 

But at the sharp end of much of the 
Kashmir conflict have been Indian 
paramilitary formations — in particular 
the Border Security Force (BSF) and the 
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF). At 
this level, you are looking at an altogether 
different level of training, competence and 
discipline — as Kashmiris have found to 
their cost. 

By early spring 1990, reports of rape, 
torture, looting and wild retaliatory 
rampages targeted on civilians had 
become a grim staple of reports filtering 
out of the valley. These were not only the 
tales of embittered refugees. Sober reports 
from Western journalists and, in far greater 
detail, from Indian civil rights 
organizations, all told the same story. 
Unsurprisingly, the result was a situation 
in which, as one young fighter put it, 
“Every Kashmiri is an untrained 
militant.” 

Licensed Killers To The Rescue 

By the second half of 1990, some 
attempts were being made to control the 
raping and looting that generally 
accompanied house-to-house searches. 
But moving to the fore were arson and 
disappearances. The disappearances — 
frequently terminal — were often the work 
of a special forces unit of the National 
Security Guard (NSG) called the 
Black Cats. 

One Western military analyst, an old 
Vietnam hand, saw the Black Cats as 
India’s answer to the Phoenix Program: 
“licensed killers” tasked with decimating 
the insurgents’ civilian support network. 

It soon became brutally clear that Indian 
commanders not only could not control the 
excesses of certain units, but in all 
probability would not. The civilian 
population of the valley was being taught 
an officially winked-at lesson: The price of 
revolt is a burned house and a raped wife 
or sister. Diplomatically, Delhi spoke of 
Kashmir as an inalienable part of the 


Union; militarily, it saw it as conquered 
turf where its soldiers were permitted the 
rights of victory — as defined by Genghis 
Khan rather than the Geneva Convention. 

None of which is to say that Kashmir’s 
guerrillas are not capable of a little 
terrorism of their own. Indian intel 
operatives were targeted early in conflict 
and shot down without mercy. Inevitably, 
the field widened to include suspected or 
actual informers who were summarily 
murdered. By late 1990, civilians, both 
Moslem and Hindu, assassinated by 
guerrilla hit squads, almost certainly 
outnumbered the fatalities inflicted on 
Indian military personnel. 

But politically, if not morally, there was 
a difference. While Indian state terrorism 
was viewed by the population as general, 
indiscriminate and invariably anti- 
Moslem, that of the militants, even when 
savage and misdirected, remained 
selective and specific. 

The second factor behind the startlingly 
rapid growth of the Kashmir conflict has 
received a good deal less attention in the 
press or in the propaganda of either side. 
And for good reason. This comprised the 
slow build-up in the state of trained 
militants and supplies of weaponry — prior 
to the outbreak of hostilities. 

The state’s leading militant faction, the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front 
(JKLF), dates the beginning of the armed 
struggle from a bomb blast in August 
1988. Incidents gathered pace in late 1989 
and early 1990. But there is no doubt 
militant plans to launch a revolt were laid 
by several organizations long before that. 
Indian intel failed disastrously, however, 
to alert the politicians to what was going 
on. Or, if it did, its warnings were 
disastrously ignored. 

According to militant sources, 
Kashmiris began military training with the 
Afghan mujahideen as early as 1982. 
Certainly by the middle of the 1980s, 
significant numbers of them were being 
trained and gaining battlefield experience 
in Afghanistan. Weapons began moving 
across the LOC dividing Pakistani and 



A Kashmiri refugee family in Azad, Kashmir. 
Tired of the way they have been treated by 
India, such displaced people are a fertile 
recruiting ground for various militant 
groups. 

Indian armies from 1988 — a flow that 
gained pace during 1990 as thousands of 
trained militants trekked back across 
the line. 
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One of the tenets of successful classic guerrilla warfare is that insurgents have a support 
base outside their country. In this case, that support comes from Pakistan. 


It’s tempting to conclude that given 
Indian blundering, the rapid growth of the 
insurgency and the nearly universal 
popular support the guerrillas enjoy, it’s 
just a matter of time before Delhi 
negotiates its way out of the no-win 
situation. Tempting but premature. 

Delhi With No Direction 

The political, diplomatic, and ultimately 
the moral weakness of Delhi’s position in 
Kashmir has been matched only by its 
brute determination to hold on militarily. 
In the corridors of South Block — Delhi’s 
Foggy Bottom — there is a haunting fear 
that self-determination for Kashmir, now 
tantamount to the loss of Kashmir, will 
mark the beginning of the unraveling of 
the Union as a whole. Deployments have 
been made accordingly. 

Before the conflict began, five regular 
army divisions were stationed in Jammu 
and Kashmir. Three more were added in 
the spring. One, 57 Division, is a 
formation with considerable counter¬ 
insurgency experience in the Indian 
Northeast, the Punjab, and Sri Lanka. It 
was assigned a central counterintelligence 
role in the Vhle itself. 

In addition to regular reinforcements, 
paramilitary forces have been boosted to a 
point at which the BSF fields 27 battalions 
in the state; the CRPF, 24; the Indo- 
Tibetan Police, 14; and the Assam Rifles, 
two. That amounts to a force in the region 
of 300,000 personnel — a lot of bodies to 
handle, say, 8,000 guerrillas. 

Force deployment has been targeted on 
two very different areas. First, a security 
blanket has been imposed on urban areas 
and highways. Second, scores of regular 
and paramilitary battalions have been 
committed to stemming infiltration across 
the 755-mile long LOC. 

Unlike Soviet and Afghan attempts to 
interdict muj infiltration into Afghanistan, 
India has avoided relying on air power and 
high-tech gadgetry backed up by special 
forces. The local method is man-intensive 
with scores of battalions moving up close 
to the line. A layered defense system 
comprises stepped-up patrols to plug 
identified infiltration routes across the 
rugged Pir Panjal range. 

In villages close to the LOC, nighttime 
curfews have been imposed and a new 
system of ID cards for villagers 
introduced. Where popular support for the 
militants has been strong, population 
relocation has also been used to create a 
cordon sanitaire. 

By the time the first snow was falling in 
late October 1990, infiltration — while 
impossible to prevent altogether — had 
unquestionably become far riskier. 
Against a backdrop of high tension 
between Indian and Pakistani regulars 
along the LOC, punctuated by heavy 
artillery exchanges, clashes involving 
reinfiltrating guerrillas on or just behind 
the LOC rose sharply over the summer. As 
one militant told me, “Where there were 


five Indian troops before, there may now 
be 50. We now have to cross in groups as 
small as possible.” 

Strap In For Kashmir 

In the Yhle itself, the clampdown has 
inevitably hampered insurgent mobility. 
Road checkpoints, street comer pickets, 
house-to-house searches, curfews, and 
round-ups of youths for interrogation have 
all been implemented to keep the 
guerrillas off-balance. That appears to 
have been one important reason behind the 
failure of the militants to form the standing 
guerrilla units they had planned. As it is, 
they continue to operate in loose bands. 

On top of the Indian build-up, the 
Kashmiris have also had their own 
problems to contend with. If the subtle 
distinctions between factions of the 
Afghan muj had you confused, strap in for 
Kashmir. By October 1990, according to 
one count, the number of guerrilla groups 
claiming a separate identity and name had 
risen to a mind-numbing 112. 

Broadly, however — and at the risk of 
some oversimplification — the militant 
groups fall into two categories: 
nationalists, fighting for a sovereign 
Kashmir independent of both India and 
Pakistan, and Islamists, interested 
primarily in establishing a (more or less) 
fundamentalist Islamic order. 

Spearheading the nationalist trend is the 
largest insurgent force, the JKLF. Founded 
in 1977 by Kashmiris exiled in the United 
Kingdom, it’s also the oldest of the 
militant groups. 

Both militarily and politically, 1990 
was a rough year for the JKLF. In March, 
it lost its 29-year-old commander, Ashfaq 
Majid Wani, in a drive-by attack in 
Srinagar. Then in August, Wani’s 
successor, Yasin Malek and Malek’s 
deputy, Hamid Sheikh, were both caught 
in a security force cordon during a 
commanders’ conference in a Srinagar 
suburb. 

All of which would have been bad 
enough without the challenge on its flank 


from the Islamic fundamentalists. The 
group spearheading this wing of the 
movement, the Hizb-i-Mujahideen (Party 
of Mujahideen), is committed both to an 
Islamic order and to a plebiscite that would 
offer the population of Kashmir a choice: 
accession to either India or Pakistan. 
Effectively, then, for religious reasons, it 
champions accession to Pakistan. 

In mid-1989, no one had heard of 
Htzb-i-Mujahideen, One year later the 
party was pushing a line on accession to 
Pakistan, a long way from the JKLF’s goal 
of an independent Kashmir. Suffice to say 
a little help from well-connected friends in 
Pakistan had rather more to do with its 
success than the appeal of Islamic 
theology. 

Indians on the Horizon 

Inevitably, the meteoric rise of Hizb-i- 
Mujahideen raised tensions within the 
militant camp. The seizure of the JKLF’s 
leaders in August did nothing to dampen 
that. The snatch was clearly the result of a 
tip-off to Indian intel. As a lot of people 
saw it, the JKLF’s loss was the 
Hizb’s gain. 

A lot of people were inclined to put two 
and two together and come up with four. 
Surprisingly enough, however, there has to 
date been no infighting — due largely to 
the fact that with 300,000-odd Indian 
troops breathing down their necks, the lads 
have had more pressing business to 
attend to. 

Even so, Indian intel operations have 
been targeted consistently on efforts to 
further divide an already fragmented 
opposition. And compared with the often 
blundering efforts of the military, the intel 
boys have managed to get their act 
together. 

Credit for that goes mostly to the state 
governor, G.M. Saxena, who took over 
what looked a political suicide post in May 
1990. At 63, Saxena was no newcomer to 
security and intel work. He’d served both 
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O PERATION Desert Storm was just a 
few hours away and many of the 
pilots who would be involved were sitting 
around watching movies. 

They weren’t watching Flying Leather¬ 
necks or Flight of the Intruder , however. 
Instead, they were watching film taken 
from satellites showing how their bombing 
runs would appear from their cockpits 
when it came time to fly over Iraq. This 
was their opportunity to familiarize them¬ 
selves with approaches and targets before 
the distraction of surface-to-air (SAM) 
missiles and antiaircraft artillery entered 
the equation. 

How good were the movies? According 
to one aviator, “They were like being 
there.” They proved to be a “smash” in 
Baghdad, as well. American pilots were 
able to heavily damage key Iraqi command 
and control locations and air defenses in 
the first few hours of Desert Storm. 
American casualties were on par with a 
training exercise. 

Where did the United States obtain 
these films? Stealth fighters? Reconnais¬ 
sance aircraft that secretly penetrated Iraqi 
airspace? 

No. They were the product of commer¬ 
cial satellites and a little computer wiz¬ 
ardry. In fact, it’s the same material used 
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Downtown Washington D.C. as seen by 
Soviet spy satellite. Photo: courtesy FTO 
Soyuzkarta 

by farmers, geologists, city planners, for¬ 
est rangers and scientists; and some of it 
can be bought for as little as $100. 

Today, satellite intelligence isn’t just 
the preserve of major powers and spec ops 
units with top secret clearances. The 
growth of commercial satellite imagery 
gives this tool to other countries, police 
departments, even private security forces 
and individuals. 

Commercial satellites, however, aren’t 
just for those without a space program. 
The Department of Defense, for instance, 
uses commercial satellite photographs 
even though it has its own top secret spies 
in the sky (a fact some in the government 
don’t like to advertise). 

Why does the United States use com¬ 
mercial products when its own satellites 
are better? One reason is money. The best 
commercial photographs cost a few thou¬ 
sand dollars and the military only has to 
pay for what it wants. That makes them a 
bargain compared to the billions spent on 
acquiring secret photographs. 

The second reason is increased cover¬ 
age. America only has a few military 


satellites; many less important sites can be 
viewed with commercial products while 
spy satellites are used for more critical 
targets. 

Although the images aren’t as crisp, 
commercial photos are adequate for many 
missions. They can photograph military 
installations, help identify SAM sites, 
count equipment such as ships, tanks and 
aircraft, and help make military maps 
>more accurate. The CIA even uses them to 
forecast the size of Soviet harvests. 

Commercial satellites also allow the 
Department of Defense to release informa¬ 
tion without revealing the capabilities of 
military spacecraft. For instance, the Pen¬ 
tagon published a photo from the French 
SPOT (Satellite Pour /’Observation de la 
Terre) in its annual “Soviet Military 
Power” report. 

Military intelligence is only one branch 
of the growing commercial satellite im¬ 
agery business. For years, farmers, geolo¬ 
gists and map makers have been using 
satellites to find mineral deposits, make 
crop forecasts, and improve maps. As a 
result, many of the best photographic 
interpreters and analysts aren’t found in 
the military, but in fields like geology — a 
tank sticks out like a sore thumb compared 
to a copper deposit. 

Satellites can find difficult targets like 
mineral deposits because they can detect 
more than the eye or photographic film 
can. While the eye can see three bands of 
light (red, green and blue), and film can 
detect some infrared light, satellites can 
register over half a dozen different bands 
of light. That allows interpreters to analyze 
a picture not by looking at shapes, but by 
the type of light the object reflects, similar 
to a soldier separating camouflage from 
vegetation with an infrared viewer. 

The commercial satellite that registers 
the most bands of light is the United 
States’ Landsaf. It can see the three visible 
light bands and four infrared bands, and is 
preferred by many analysts. 

The first Landsaf was launched in 1972 
and has been followed by four others. The 
two that are still operating have better 
sensors and can detect objects as small as 
30 meters in diameter. Next year, Landsaf 
6 is scheduled to be launched. Improved 
sensors on it will be able to see objects as 
small as 15 meters in diameter. 

While Landsaf is improving its resolu¬ 
tion, the French SPOT can already see 
objects as small as 10 meters in diameter. 
This makes it a popular tool for the media, 
which has used it to cover events in the 
Iran-Iraq War and other parts of the world. 

Resolution is the size of the smallest 
object that the satellite can sense. But 
resolution isn’t the only factor in recogniz¬ 
ing features. The amount of light reflected 
from an object can make smaller objects 
easy to detect much as a signal mirror, just 
a couple of inches in diameter, can be seen 
many miles away. Consequently, many 
man-made features such as roads and 
vehicles are easily seen, even though they 
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New York City Harbor. Ships and piers 
stand out against black water. Red areas 
are vegetation. Photo: 1990 CNES/SPOT 
Image Carp. 

are smaller than the satellite’s resolution 
capability. 

Statistics on commercial satellite reso¬ 
lution are widely advertised, but are 
jealously guarded secrets on America’s 
spy satellites. Although the government 
has managed to keep details from the 
public, the formula is so simple that the 
Soviets (and anyone else reading a book on 
aerial photography) can estimate them 
quite accurately. 

To determine resolution, all you need to 
know is focal length, the size of the sensor, 
and the distance. If we use the recently 
launched Hubble space telescope (which 
looks at the stars instead of the earth) as an 
example of current spy satellite technol¬ 
ogy, we can use the focal length of 57.6 
meters and sensor size of .0015 centime¬ 
ters. If this satellite operated at the same 
altitude as the KH-11 reconnaissance 
satellite (275 kilometers), the smallest 
object the satellite could see is 7.16 
centimeters, or less than 3 inches in 
diameter. 

That would also correspond with what 
former CIA director Colby told a Senate 
committee in 1979: “You can see the 
tanks, you can see the artillery, but you 
may not quite see the insignia on the 
fellow’s uniform.” 

Of course, the technology of the Hubble 
telescope is over a decade old, so the latest 
sensors are smaller. But, that doesn’t mean 
the newest satellites can see more. The 


atmosphere hinders any attempt to im¬ 
prove the resolution beyond a few centi¬ 
meters. However, the improved vision 
allows a higher orbit and longer lifespan. 

Scientists won’t allow the atmosphere 
to limit resolution. Computers can sharpen 
resolution and extract more information 
out of the picture. In fact, because com¬ 
mercial satellites have poor resolution, the 
civilian sector has developed many of the 
computer enhancement techniques for sat¬ 
ellite photos. 

Interpreters have found that by mathe¬ 


matically blending information from dif¬ 
ferent wavelengths, they can see more. By 
looking at blue light and infrared, the 
interpreter can detect water and mud. This 
would help units find a dry path through a 
jungle or swamp, for example. 

Commercial satellite photos are an ideal 
reconnaissance tool. A few hours with 
some satellite photos will tell you more 
about an area than a map, and give you an 
idea of enemy positions without risking a 
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Three countries sell photographs from 
their satellites: the Soviet Union, France 
and the United States. 

Before buying satellite photos, you 
might want to know more about inter¬ 
preting them. An excellent place to start 
is the Multispectral Users Guide , pub¬ 
lished by Autometric Inc. and 3M. Al¬ 
though expensive ($975), you won’t find 
the information or quality of photographs 
elsewhere. 

The guide explains how satellite im¬ 
ages are manipulated for information, 
and illustrates this with more than 250 
pictures taken over communist countries. 
This is an excellent book for the defense 
contractor or serious student of military 
intelligence. Write: Autometric Inc., 5301 
Shawnee Rd., Alexandria, VA 22312- 
2312. 

The best resolution and lowest prices 
come from the Soviet Union. Soviet 
resolution is four times better than the 
French, and the cost is as little as $100. 
Unfortunately, the Soviets don’t sell pho¬ 


tos of the USSR or their allies, so your 
selection is limited. Their images are also 
produced from film, not electronic sen¬ 
sors, so they can’t be manipulated by 
computer. The company that sells their 
photos is: Central Trading Systems, 
5724 Cedar Creek Rd., Ft. Worth, TX 
76109. 

The French have done for satellite 
imagery what they did for food: made it 
among the best in the world. Although 
prices are higher, the SPOT Corporation 
provides the best service. Write: SPOT 
Image Corp., 1897 Preston White Dr., 
Reston, VA 22091 -4326. 

The Earth Observation Satellite Com¬ 
pany (EOSAT) sells data from the U.S. 
Landsat . Since they have been acquiring 
information for 18 years, the company 
has a larger data library than its competi¬ 
tors. You can find out about the products 
they offer by writing EOSAT, 4300 
Forbes Blvd., Lanham, MD 20706. 

— H.H. 
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by Philip Edwards 


O NE staff member in the Vietnamese 
government tourist office in Hue is a 
pretty, former Viet Cong woman named 
Miss Mai. She explained to me the 
problem of visiting Khe Sanh. “Some¬ 
times one is allowed there, sometimes not. 
It depends if there are military exercises in 
the area.” 

If Miss Mai had asked, it would have 
been difficult to explain why I was 
expending effort and precious visa time to 
see Khe Sanh. It wasn’t nostalgia — I was 
only 15 when the last U.S. troops left 
Vietnam; it was an ill-defined desire to 
touch a place of American history. And 
Khe Sanh was a place of near-legend in the 
history of the United States in Vietnam. 

The Vietnam War did not yield many 
historic battle sites along the lines of 
Gettysburg or Omaha Beach. Most Ameri¬ 
cans lost here died in ones and twos, on 
jungle trails long since overgrown and 
hilltops long forgotten. The enemy rarely 
massed troops and confronted U.S. troops 
in number. At Khe Sanh they made an 
exception. 

The 26th and 13th Marines made Khe 
Sanh a focus of world attention and an 
obsession of President Johnson during the 
77-day siege they endured in the opening 
months of 1968. But they were not the first 
troops there. Army Special Forces had 
their Lang Vei camp in the area before the 
Marines, and the French had a military 
post at Khe Sanh during their own war in 
Vietnam. 

Supposedly the Marines were sent to the 
mountains at Khe Sanh to disrupt the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail, which veined through 
Laos several miles to the west. They were 
also sent as bait. General Westmoreland 
hoped that a northern U.S. base just under 
the DMZ and shouldering communist 
sanctuaries in Laos would draw the North 
Vietnamese army (NVA) like ants to 
honey. If that happened, and they were 
concentrated, he would unleash flights of 

Communist victory in Vietnam meant the 
victory of poverty for the Vietnamese. 
Peasants make do with what they have. 
Here, expended American artillery shell 
casings are used for steps. 

INSET FAR LEFT: Vietnamese kid holds up 
American boot found at Khe Sanh combat 
base. Two NVA divisions were decimated in 
the battle here which, compared to 
American losses, resulted in one of the 
most lopsided military defeats in the history 
of warfare. 

INSET LEFT: Artillery shell casings can still 
be found near Khe Sanh more than 20 
years after U.S. Marines pulled out. 

23 February 1968 was the toughest of many 
tough days during the siege of Khe Sanh: 
more than 1,300 enemy shells fell on the 
base on this day alone. 


B-52s to shred them. 

And the NVA came. Twenty thousand 
quickly surrounded the few thousand Ma¬ 
rines at the Khe Sanh combat base. The 
enemy may have numbered 40,000 at the 
height of the siege. In the first months of 
1968 they slammed up to 1,300 shells and 
rockets a day into the Marines. They 
overran Lang Vei and dug trenches to 
within 350 feet of the Marines’ perimeter. 
A cascade of American artillery and 
24,708 sorties by fighter-bombers and 
B-52s held the red tide outside the wire, 
but failed to annihilate it. 

After 2 1/2 months the surviving NVA 
seeped away through the forest. The 
Marines had endured and held, but at a cost 
of some 500 dead. The North Vietnamese 
later claimed that the remote siege had 
been a diversion for their Tet Offensive 
against the cities. After the siege lifted, the 
Marines quietly evacuated Khe Sanh, just 
several months after they had arrived. 

American forces returned to Khe Sanh 
in early 1971. This time it was the Army’s 
turn. They reoccupied the base in support 
of Operation Lam Son 719, the South 
Vietnamese army (ARVN) invasion of 
NVA base areas in Laos. The NVA 
attacked the new tenants of Khe Sanh, but 
again failed to take the base. They did a 
fair job of slicing up the South Vietnamese 
in Laos, however. Historians still debate 
the success of the ARVN invasion. When 
it ended in April *71, the Army left Khe 
Sanh. American forces never returned. 

On Highway 1 Along the Coast 

After my talk with Miss Mai, two 
friends and I left Hue in a rented Soviet 
car. The Vietnamese driver took us north 
on Highway 1 along the coast past Quang 
Tri to Dong Ha, fewer than 20 miles south 
of the old North Vietnamese border. There 
we turned left and headed inland on 
Route 9. 

Route 9 marks the transition west of 
Dong Ha where the pavement disappears 
into a rust-colored powder. At that point, 
mountains burst from the plain in thou¬ 
sand-foot spires of thickly vegetated rock, 
the sort of vaguely mythical mountains 
painted in Chinese landscapes. Gone sud¬ 
denly are the lithe lowland Vietnamese 
with their conical straw hats, poles bal¬ 
anced on their shoulders. 

In their place, stocky, broad-faced Mon- 
tagnard tribesmen hike the road, carrying 
their loads in baskets on their backs. The 
women cover their heads with folds of 
black and red cloth, and puff long¬ 
stemmed pipes like Mammy Yokum. 

The jungle grows unevenly on the 
slopes that look down on the road. Vines 
smother the tallest trees, forming tall, 
slack-shouldered clumps that brood over 
the canopy. It looks bad and unwelcoming 
even through an air-conditioned car win¬ 
dow in the 1990s. I can only imagine how 
it looked to the first grunts who humped 
the road to reopen it after the ’68 siege. 

Route 9 is an easier, quieter road now. 


We took time to stop for a hitchhiker, a 
grinning Vietnamese soldier. We took him 
down the road and dropped him at an 
isolated hut occupied by a couple of lazing 
enlisted men. In ’68 or in ’71 their 
comrades may have waited, hidden and 
less bored, at the same point in the road. 

Two hours after leaving Hue and still 
climbing, we pulled into a small village. 
The driver, who spoke no English, seemed 
to think it was Khe Sanh. We rolled along 
looking for a sign that this was the place. 
Up ahead we saw a pile of what looked like 
enough firewood for a winter in Manitoba. 
When we pulled closer we realized they 
weren’t logs; they were old artillery shell 
casings, U.S. 105s and 155s, hundreds of 
them, many feet deep. We agreed this must 
be Khe Sanh. 

The Village That War Built 

At the end of town a heavy Russian 
truck was backed up to an even larger pile 
of American shell casings. Three Vietnam¬ 
ese in a bucket line were shifting the pile to 
the truck bed. More than 19 years had 
passed since the last U.S. shell was fired 
here, and the Vietnamese were still salvag¬ 
ing the remains. 

The huts and compounds here were 
unlike others in Vietnam. They are built in 
part from bits and pieces of Khe Sanh 
combat base. Concertina wire, which 
sometimes kept NVA sappers out of the 
base, now keeps livestock out of vegetable 
gardens. Instead of bamboo, animal pens 
are made of corroded, pierced metal planks 
that used to form the base’s runway. 

C-130 crews struggling to resupply 
Marines through sheets of enemy fire 
landed on the same planks that now corral 
pigs. Several hooches are roofed with 
corrugated metal leftover from base 
bunkers. 

There are more piles of expended 
firepower in the compounds — artillery < 
casings, shells and the torsos of rockets. 
The residents along this quiet land have 
collected thousands. Some lie in head-high 
heaps and others in loose stacks that run 
for dozens of yards and curve around the 
huts. Thanks to the military’s fondness for 
numerical detail, we know that Marine and 
Army artillery crews airmailed 158,891 
shells to the NVA during the ’68 siege. It 
didn’t look like the citizens of Khe Sahh 
missed any of them. 

In front of one compound the flat, round 
ends of American 105 shells stick a few 
inches out of the red ground in neat, 
parallel rows, forming steps leading to a 
gate. Other houses have steps made by 
simply terracing 105s and 155s on 
their sides. 

After a mile of this bizarre architecture 
the compounds, junk piles and trees all 
end. The road spills onto a wide, bare 
hilltop. It is covered only by thin grass no 
higher than your shoes and minor tufts of 
brush. The red clay shows through many 

Continued on page 74 
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POWs Break Through the Wire 
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Allied POWs at Bad Suiza, Germany, wave 
and cheer as American tankers of the 6th 
Armored Division arrive on 11 April 1945. 
Photo: National Archives 


Capture by the enemy constitutes a 
combat emergency, but unlike clearing a 
jam in your weapon or opening your 
reserve chute or bandaging a sucking chest 
wound, there is no set procedure to follow. 
Nevertheless, Rowe and men like him 
have found ways to escape. In doing so, 
they have demonstrated certain qualities 
which serve not only as an inspiring 
testimony to the human spirit, but as a 
practical guide to anyone who may some¬ 
day find himself in similar circumstances. 

Some have been extremely creative, 
while others have relied upon a simple 
approach. Some escapees took weeks or 
even months to prepare. Other made no 
plans; theirs was a spur-of-the-moment 
decision to exploit an unforeseen opportu¬ 
nity. Some have demonstrated uncommon 
resourcefulness and perseverance. As Nick 
Rowe observed, there are no field manuals 
that provide detailed escape plans. There 
are, however, ways of thinking and acting, 
and ways of looking at things, that have 
led to many successful escapes. 

Resourcefulness 

Not many men would look at a bottle 
cap and see in it a means of escape, but 
Gerald Coffee did. Coffee was a Navy 
pilot who was shot down over North 
Vietnam. His captors were transporting 
him to Hanoi when they took time out to 
celebrate Tet with beer and opium. They 
put Coffee in one room of a two-room hut, 
handcuffed his right wrist to his right 
ankle, then adjourned to the other room to 
begin partying. 


Coffee had bums on his face, neck and 
both arms, as well as a broken arm and 
dislocated elbow (his right arm and 
shoulder were swollen to twice their 
normal size). He had also been beaten 
severely. Nevertheless, Coffee had the 
presence of mind to recognize this as an 
excellent chance to escape. 

As a boy, Coffee had listened to “Terry 
and the Pirates” on the radio. 
Remembering one episode in which Terry 
had used a bamboo sliver to extricate 
himself from a horror chamber, Coffee 
used a bottle cap to strip a piece of bamboo 
from the hut’s wall. He then picked the 
handcuffs with the bamboo sliver, 
tunneled out, and was off and running. 
Although he was subsequently recaptured, 
Coffee’s escape, recounted in his book, 
Beyond Survival: A POW’s Story, is a 
perfect example of resourcefulness (and 
incredible courage). 

Equally resourceful (and equally 
courageous) was Charles Coward, a 
British sergeant major who was captured 
by the Germans in World War II. He, too, 
had the ability to see possibilities in 
common objects. In his last escape 
attempt, he and a fellow POW used a 
wheelbarrow to great advantage. Making 
their way to American lines, they posed as 
workmen cleaning up debris left from 
bombings. Whenever they heard a vehicle 
coming, they would start to load the 
wheelbarrow. After the vehicle passed, 
they’d empty the wheelbarrow and 
continue westward. 

Finally, they got to within a mile of the 
American lines. The problem was that the 
mile was filled with thousands of German 
soldiers. Although some would have given 
up, the ever resourceful Charles Coward 
stole a fire engine. Then he and his friend 
put firemen’s helmets on, started the bells, 


Tabletop scale model of Son Tay prison camp used in planning 1970 Special Forces raid. On 
21 November 1970, Green Beret assault force attacked Son Tay prison, a compound only 23 
miles from Hanoi. Their mission was to rescue 61 American POWs believed to be held there. 
The raid was brilliant and daring, the men who carried it out, brave and tough. Everything 
went as planned, but, tragically, all the prisoners had been moved. Photo: USAF 


“ff I am captured ... I will make every 
effort to escape and aid others to escape” 
— Article III, Code of Conduct 

W HEN Special Forces officer Nick 
Rowe was captured by the Viet 
Cong on 29 October 1963, he remembered 
that the Army field manual on escape and 
evasion said that the best time to escape is 
shortly after capture. Rowe wryly ob¬ 
served in an interview given years later 
that after the VC had tied his hands behind 
his back and had begun to march him off, 
he suddenly realized that “... whoever 
wrote [that] didn’t put in a paragraph on 
how to do it.” 

But Nick Rowe did escape, and even 
though he wasn’t successful until his 
fourth attempt five years later, it was in 
time to save his life. Rowe was being taken 
to VC Zone Headquarters to be executed 
when he escaped. 
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Former POWs rejoice aboard Air Force C-141 Starlifter. Plane has just left Hanoi en route to 
Clark Air Force Base in the Philippines. Photo: U.S. Army 


and raced up the main road toward the 
American lines. The German troops, tanks, 
staff cars and trucks obediently pulled off 
the road to let the fire engine through. The 
details of Coward’s exciting escapes are 
told in The Password is Courage , by John 
Castle. In 1962, this book was made into 
an excellent movie of the same title. 

Originality 

Possibly the most creative escape was 
pulled off during World War II, when two 
American POWs broke into a supply shed 
and stole a transit, stakes and other 
surveying equipment. Then they began to 
lay out a road in the center of the camp. 
They worked slowly, methodically and 
professionally, and when they came to the 
main gate, simply motioned for the guards 
to open it. The guards did, and the POWs 
continued to take measurements and drive 
stakes. 

They moved on out the gate laying out 
the road the whole time. The guards 
continued to watch the “surveyors” until 
they went around a bend. Then, after a 
while, somebody got the bright idea to 
check on them. All they found was the 
discarded surveying equipment. This not 
only illustrates the importance of 
originality, but also shows how it doesn’t 
hurt to have gonads the size of grapefruit. 

In his book, When the Snow Comes, 
They Will Take You Away, Eric Newby, a 
Special Boat Section commando, talks 
about his days in an Italian POW camp. He 
relates that two British soldiers had 
themselves buried in the exercise field, 
which was outside the main perimeter wire 
and unguarded at night. When night fell, 
they simply dug themselves out, and were 
off and running. 

A truly innovative POW was the World 
War II German fighter pilot Franz von 
Werra, who, during one escape attempt 
from England, succeeded in passing 
himself off as a Free Dutch aviator at an 
RAF airfield. He was minutes away from 


taking off for the Fatherland in a British 
fighter when he was recaptured. Von 
Werra was shipped to Canada, where he 
escaped again and managed to make it all 
the way to back to Germany via the United 
States and South America. The complete 
story of his escapes are told in the book 
The One That Got Away, by Kendal Burt 
and James Leasnor. In 1957, it was also 
made into a movie of the same title. 

Tackling the “Impossible” 

When Corregidor fell to the Japanese on 
7 May 1942, they weren’t too concerned 
about the possibility of some of their 
11,000 prisoners escaping. The Japanese 
simply herded most of them into an area 
about the size of two city blocks and 
posted some guards around the perimeter. 
The prisoners were hungry, exhausted and 
defeated. Besides, where could one escape 
to on the postage-stamp-size island? 

The nearest land was the Bataan 
peninsula, which was more than 2 miles 
through shark-infested waters. How would 
someone escape? Swim? One night two 
POWs slipped into the water and did just 
that. Army Air Corps navigator Edgar D. 
Whitcomb and Marine Lieutenant Bill 
Harris succeeded by doing the impossible, 
or at least the unthinkable. Whitcomb 
recounts this daring escape and his 
subsequent adventures in survival and 
evasion in his book, Escape from 
Corregidor . 

Lieutenant Lance Sijan was shot down 
over Laos on 9 November 1967. He 
received a severe head injury, a mangled 
right hand, and a compound fracture of his 
left leg, as well as other less serious 
injuries. Crawling through the jungle, he 
nevertheless evaded capture for 46 days. 
By the time he was captured, Sijan was 
also suffering from shock, exposure, 
extreme weight loss, and lack of treatment 
for his original injuries. In short, he was 
more dead than alive when he was taken to 
the North Vietnamese army camp at Ban 


Kari Pass. 

Since he was obviously dying, his 
captors decided not to even waste time 
trying to treat the pathetic skeleton of a 
man. Even guarding the man was absurd. 
Or so his guard thought. Moaning, Sijan 
motioned for the guard to come close. 
When he came, Sijan moaned again and 
whispered something. When the guard 
bent over to hear, Sijan felled him with a 
powerful karate chop to the base of his 
skull, took his rifle and web gear, and 
escaped into the jungle. 

He was recaptured, but his escape under 
almost impossible circumstances is a 
testimony to what one man of courage and 
determination can accomplish. The 
complete story of Sijan, who was 
posthumously awarded the Medal of 
Honor, is told by Malcolm McConnell in 
fnfo the Mouth of the Cat. 

Not Overlooking the Obvious 

Many have found that even the most 
obvious methods of escape, such as going 
under, over or through the fence, can 
sometimes work. The Great Escape was 



Prisoner of War medal. Photo: DoD 

not just a terrific Steve McQueen movie 
— it really happened. In March 1944, 76 
Allied POWs escaped from Stalag Luft III 
through a 340-foot tunnel. These men 
overcame great obstacles, not the least of 
which was how to hide 200,000 pounds of 


POWs IN IRAQ 

As we go to press the following men 
are being held as prisoners of war 
in Iraq: 

Marine Lieutenant Colonel Clifford 
Acree, 39, Oceanside, CA 
Air Force Colonel David E. Eberly, 
43, Goldsboro, NC 

Air Force Major Thomas E. Griffith, 

34, Goldsboro, NC 

Marine CWO Guy L. Hunter, 46, 
Camp Pendleton, CA 
Air Force Captain Harry M. Roberts, 
30, Savannah, GA 
Air Force Major Jeffrey Scott Tyce, 

35, Sellersville, PA 

Navy Lieutenant Lawrence Ran¬ 
dolph Slade, 26, Virginia Beach, VA 
Navy Lieutenant Jeffrey N. Zaun, 
28, Cherry Hill, NJ 
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ESCAPE FROM A VIET CONG PRISON 


Colonel James Nick Rowe of Army 
Special Forces was one of the most 
heroic figures to emerge from the Viet¬ 
nam War. Captured during a firefjght with 
Viet Cong guerrillas in 1963, Rowe re¬ 
mained a prisoner for five years. 

During that time, he was subjected to 
torture, starvation, disease and dep¬ 
rivation of water. He was held 23 months 
in isolation. He made three escape at¬ 
tempts and was brutally punished after 
each recapture. On New 
Year’s Eve 1968, while 
being escorted to his 
execution, Rowe spotted 
an overflight of U.S. heli¬ 
copters, prompting him to 
make a final, dramatic bid 
for freedom. 

He overpowered a 
guard and was able to 
flag down a chopper, 
which took him to safety. 

Rowe recounted his ex¬ 
periences in a bestselling 
book, F/'ve Years to Free¬ 
dom. He eventually re¬ 
turned to active duty, but 
was assassinated on 21 
April 1989, while serving 
in the Philippines. 

In 1987, while still in 
the United States, Rowe 
discussed details of his confinement. 
Despite the obvious factors of disease 
and physical torture, he maintained that 
psychological torture was the hardest 
thing to deal with. 

"When you’re in the middle of it, it’s 
really hard to figure out," he said. ,r ! was 
always trying to stay ahead of them, to 
figure them out. But they knew more 
about us than we knew about them." The 
Viet Cong were able to exploit their 
knowledge of Americans based on two 
great failings: “Impatience and the inabil¬ 
ity to focus on any one thing for a length 
of time," Rowe said. 

The communists were good at tight¬ 
ening the psychological ropes. "They 
had two types of isolation: perceptual 
and social. If you can’t take being alone, 
for example, that's an effective way to 
break you. Or, they would find individuals 


who had personality conflicts and put 
them together." 

His captors attempted to erode his 
values and faiths, Rowe said. ‘The 
average American has a reasonable idea 
of what he is opposed to. But many have 
no idea what they are for. A communist 
cadre can exploit that." 

Rowe credited his upbringing with 
giving him the means to survive mentally. 
"I grew up in a small town, arfd had a 
strong view of my country 
and the world. My mother 
talked about World War I 
and the Bolshevik Revolu¬ 
tion, so I understood what 
communism did to people. 

I had already lost a brother 
and a sister. I was the last. 

I was determined my par¬ 
ents were not going to lose 
me." 

Even after his three 
failed escape attempts, 
Rowe did not lose his will 
to try again. "Under the 
conditions I was in, I was 
simply fighting to stay 
alive. I knew I had to get 
out somehow. Each time 
they caught me, it only 
strengthened my resolve.” 
When he finally made 
his break, he was nearly killed by friendly 
fire. Wearing the standard issue Viet 
Cong black pajamas, Rowe at first was 
taken for a guerrilla. Once the chopper 
came in close, however, his shaggy 
beard marked him as an American. Had 
that attempt failed, he said, he would 
have done his best to evade recapture. 

He went on to help organize the 
Army's SERE (survival, evasion, resis¬ 
tance and escape) course. But even that 
expert training could not entirely prepare 
servicemen for what they might encoun¬ 
ter in captivity. 

Said Rowe: "There were no John 
Waynes or Rambos in those camps. You 
are scared and alone. There is no 
cheering or shouting. You have to do it 
yourself." 

— Susan Katz Keating 



James Nick Rowe shortly after 
his escape from the Viet Cong 
on 1 January 1969. He had 
been a ROW for more than five 
years. Photo: U.S. Army 


sand. (They scattered it throughout the 
compound, pocketful by pocketful.) 

Although going over a fence or wall is 
extremely dangerous because it is the most 
obvious escape route, many men have 
done just that successfully. They have 
usually gone at night, and have usually 
chosen dark and cloudy nights. Typically 
they’ve used diversions created by fellow 
POWs to focus the guards’ attention on 
another part of the compound. Men have 
climbed over, pole vaulted, and used ropes 
and homemade ladders. In one case, a 
POW even had himself thrown over. 

An equally obvious method, but one 
which has been used successfully time and 
again, is cutting through a fence or filing 
through bars. Douglas Collins was a 
British sergeant who was captured by the 
Germans in 1940. In the years of captivity 
that followed, he made 10 escapes, which 
took him all over Germany, Poland, 
Slovakia, Hungary, and Romania. Not a 
single one of his escapes were exotic 
“Mission Impossible” affairs. All 
involved simple things — cutting through 
or going under a wire fence, tunneling, and 
so on. 

Men who have opted for the simple and 
direct approach of going under, over, or 
through that damned fence have 
oftentimes made their way to freedom, 
leaving their more “sensible” comrades 
behind in captivity. 

Perseverance 

Successful escapees never give up 
trying. Nick Rowe escaped on his fourth 
attempt. Many others have tried 
unsuccessfully before making it. The 10 
escapes of Douglas Collins (detailed in his 
book P.O.W.) prove that multiple escapes 
are possible. Dieter Dengler was a 
Skyraider pilot who was shot down 
over Laos. 

In his book, Escape from Laos , he 
recounts how, as punishment for his first 
escape attempt, the Pathet Lao beat him 
almost to death. Then, evidently 
considering that this punishment wasn’t 
severe enough, they hung him upside 
down from a tree, beat him almost to death 
once more, and smeared his face with 
honey. 

Next, they broke a watermelon-size ant 
nest over his face, spreading thousands of 
angry black ants all over his body. Such a 
treatment could understandably 
discourage a man from making any further 
escape attempts. After all, what would the 
punishment be for a second attempt? But 
undaunted, Dengler tried again as soon as 
he was able, and he made it all the way 
back to his aircraft carrier. 

Preparedness 

Successful escapees have always been 
alert and ready to exploit any opportunity 
— especially the unexpected. In his book, 
F/ve Years to Freedom, Nick Rowe tells 
about how an unexpected B-52 bombing 
raid and a subsequent helicopter gunship 


attack provided the confusion and 
opportunity he needed to escape. Gerald 
Coffee could not have foreseen the New 
Year’s Eve party that gave him an 
opportunity to escape, but he was ready to 
seize it and take quick, decisive action 
when it presented itself. 

In the film documentary, “P.O.W. — 
Americans in Enemy Hands,” two 
brothers relate their World War II escapes. 
One, Morris Shoss, was captured by the 
Japanese, while, on the other side of the 
world, his brother David was captured by 
the Germans. Both escaped because they 
were prepared to seize unexpected 
opportunities. 

Morris Shoss was being transported to 
Japan in a prison ship, when the ship was 
torpedoed and began to sink. He 


immediately recognized this as an 
opportunity to escape, and did. His brother 
David was a downed aviator who, on the 
day after his capture, saw opportunity in 
the form of a three-legged stool in the back 
of the truck in which he was being 
transported. There was only one guard in 
the back of the truck with Shoss, and, as 
the truck rattled along, Shoss noticed that 
the stool kept sliding closer and closer. 

He watched it carefully, and, when it 
was close enough and the guard was 
looking in the other direction, David Shoss 
exploded into action. In one swift 
movement, he snatched up the stool and 
bashed the guard over the head with it. 
When the truck slowed down, he leaped 

Continued on page 77 
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I WAS THERE 

Continued from page 12 

For my intelligence I received a 
shove from the muzzle of the subma¬ 
chine gun. "Silence!” The order, deliv¬ 
ered in Arabic, was unmistakable. Sar- 
gam shrugged his shoulders and 
looked meaningfully at the western 
horizon where a sliver of moon was 
breaching the horizon. I got his mes¬ 
sage — “moonlighting.” 

Two Iraqis got into the Chevy and 
quickly stalled it. I laughed silently, and 
thought, “Now you’ve done it." Out 
loud I said, “Unless you’ve a jumper 
cable it’s stuck.” Sargam translated 
and added a few more words of 
explanation. There was some heated 
argument, after which we were ordered 
into the back of the Bren gun carrier. 

More soldiers looked us over, pulling 
at our clothing and dropping my pistol 
belt. “Sten gun” had already removed 
my .45 caliber automatic. I jerked my 
hand free as one attempted to remove 
my watch. "Sten gun” repeated, "En- 
glaiz," spat again, and pointed into the 
desert, making meaningful motions 
with his submachine gun. The single 
word accompanying the gesture galva¬ 
nized Sargam. He pointed at me and 
shook his head. 

"No, American. Not Englaiz." 

An Iraqi with stripes peered at me 


intently. "American? Prove it.” 

Sargam translated and added, 
“Lieutenant, if you have any way to 
show you’re American, please do it 
quickly. Otherwise both of us... ” 

I wracked my brain while they dis¬ 
cussed our future, or lack of it. It wasn’t 
argument, just cold, objective dia¬ 
logue, like "when” and “where.” The 
noncom, looking first at me and then 
Sargam, waited. 

I extracted my wallet and showed 
them my Army ID card. An Iraqi pro¬ 
duced a flashlight and they studied it 
carefully. Finally, the noncom held out 
his hand and demanded the wallet, 
letting the card fall to the ground. 
Sargam interpreted again, needlessly. 
"The ID means nothing to them. All 
English words look alike. The money 
they understand.” 

I was becoming desperate and the 
Iraqis were obviously impatient. "Sten 
gun” was making meaningful gestures 
toward the desert once again. There 
was one desperate chance. The 
Chevy had once been assigned to a 
brigadier general, my predecessor in 
the Persian Gulf command. There 
might just be a chance ... I pointed 
back at the now silent staff car and 
made a meaningful move to jump off 
the truck. The noncom nodded agree¬ 
ment. He and “Sten gun” followed me, 
close enough that I could occasionally 
feel the gun’s muzzle in the small of 


my back. 

I opened the trunk and, sure 
enough, therein was a box of miscella¬ 
neous odds and ends. I rummaged in 
the dark through rags, spare auto 
parts, and some tools, finally contact¬ 
ing something with the right feel — 
cloth wrapped around a stick. I pulled it 
out and walked around to the front of 
the car, where there was a small 
receptacle attached to the front fender. 

I unrolled the cloth and inserted the 
wooden shaft into the receptacle, then 
stood back to let the Bren gun carrier’s 
searchlight play full upon it. The stars 
and stripes were unmistakable. The 
Iraqi noncom’s face split into a broad 
grin and he turned and slapped me full 
on the chest. 

"Not Englaiz!" He gathered me up in 
a great bear hug. Even "Sten gun” was 
caught up in the spirit of the unveiling, 
repeating more or less the noncom's 
actions with Sargam, the latter glad 
enough to assume instant American 
citizenship. The burst of Arabic, which 
Sargam quickly translated, clinched it. 

“He says, ‘You’re Americans, not 
hated Englaiz. And why didn’t you say 
so? You will please come with us to our 
camp near Al Fallujah and we will 
celebrate your narrow escape — a 
correction of our most terrible error.’ 
They can’t tow or push us but our car 
will be guarded until they can return 
with jump-start cables. Well, lieu- 
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tenant, what do you think?” 

“The poor English,” I said. "A hun¬ 
dred years as the world's policemen 
and what does it get them?” 

Sargam smiled. "In the Middle East, 
there are no permanent members of 
the good guys’ club, lieutenant."^ 


FORGOTTEN WAR 

Continued from page 25 

sketched insignia he had seen on the 
sleeves of the men, leading Simpson to 
conclude they were U.S. servicemen. 
Many were black. 

The Pentagon did not discredit the basic 
report. Rather, it placed a different 
interpretation on it. According to them, the 
Caucasian soldiers were French POWs 
from the Indochina War, being repatriated 
to France via China and Siberia. The 
blacks were Senegalese troops who had 
fought with the French. 

Simpson checked with the French 
Military Attache in Washington, D.C., and 
was told that all French prisoners from the 
Indochina War were exchanged through 
Thailand. 

A Ray Of Hope 

Over the years, numerous other reports 
have surfaced, detailing the names and 
locations of Americans held in Chinese or 


Soviet compounds. The sheer body of 
evidence has influenced a number of 
congressmen to cosponsor pending 
legislation, nicknamed the Truth Bill. This 
measure would require military and 
intelligence agencies to declassify all 
information on U.S. prisoners held after 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam. 

The bill is viewed as a ray of hope by 
POW families, but is regarded with 
suspicion in certain military quarters. In 
March 1990, U.S. Senator Slade Gorton 
received a letter from James S. \&n 
Wagenen, the DIA’s assistant deputy 
director for external affairs. 

The Truth Bill “would provide for the 
public scrutiny of reports leading to a 
plethora of amateur analysts and junior 
G-men promulgating their own pet 
theories,” \&n Wagenen wrote. He also 
described the agency’s concern that 
declassified documents could be culled 
selectively, In order to fit a preconceived 
mind set. 

The DIA maintains there is no evidence 
that live Americans were not returned after 
the war. Officially that agency concedes 
there are “389 Americans that we know 
were held by the North Koreans at one 
time and are still unaccounted for.” 

Unofficially, things may be starting to 
move, at least in the direction of more 
attention to research. The DIA’s Special 
Office for Prisoners of War and Missing in 
Action has a new chief, Col. Millard A. 
Peck, who is said to be taking his mandate 


extremely seriously. Six new slots have 
been created for the purpose of examining 
the issue of POWs from Korea and World 
War II. So far, the slots are for a branch 
head, four analysts and one technician, 
with a seventh slot to be opened some time 
this year. 

Bobby Caruth, meanwhile, would like 
to see another source examined. Caruth 
was imprisoned with some of the 21 
American “turncoats,” as they were 
called then, who elected to stay with the 
communists. Most of those turncoats have 
long since broken faith with communism, 
and have returned to the United States. 

“What I want to know from those who 
came back is what happened to the 
POWs,” Caruth said. “I’m sure they could 
provide a key. I would like to know where 
the turncoats are now — not to do them 
any harm, just to solve the mystery.” 

Susan Katz Keating writes on military and 
intelligence topics for Insight. She has 
written on POW issues for five years, and 
is a U.S. Army veteran^ 
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and the military who must shoulder the 
burden of being the expendable element, 
and who must continue to do their jobs in 
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#5008 Otis Universal Gun Cleaning Kit. This is your 
gun's best friend in the field. Holds nylon-bonded steel 
'memory flex' cleaning rod, brass-slotted tips and T* 
handles, patches, solvent, instructions. All these in a 
convenient, pocket-size case with OD SOF logo. $29.95 


Items above (Clockwise from left.) 

#2004 Black SOF Scrambled Eggs Ball Cap. Col. Brown's favorite. $10.95 

#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2-7 3/4. (Badge not included.) $10.95 

#7013 SOF Black Military Buckle. $7.95 

#7012 Silver Buckle. $7.95 

#7014 Web Belt, black. (No Buckle.) $3.50 

#2010 Khaki Field Cap. Lined. S,M. $14.95 

(#2011 Unlined Khaki Field Cap. Not Shown. S,L,XL. $8.95 
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pack keeps beverages cold. (Do not use with ice.) $7.50 
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#7140 SOF Money Clip. $5.95 

#7006 SOF Ranger Knife. 3.5-inch blade, 9 inches overall. 
Grooved grip. Black with brass SOF logo. An impressive 
instrument. $23.95 

#7110 SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $4.95 
#7045 SOF Zippo lighter. For those who value never-fail 
dependability. OD. A real Classic. $16.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $6.95 
#7130 SOF Leather Coasters. Set of 4, red logo. $2.50 
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#7005 SOF Key Ring. $5.25 
#7024 Beret Badge, black. $8.00 
(#7025 Not shown, bronze. $8.00) 
#7023 Beret Badge, silver. $8.00 
#7021 SOF Lapel Pin, silver. $5.95 
#7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $5.95 
(#7044 Not shown, black. $5.95) 
#7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red. $3.95 
#7022 Beret Badge, red. $7.00 
#7053 Death to Tyrants Badge. $5.95 

Patches (From left to right) 

#7003 Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7002 SOF Round Patch, OD. $2.95 
#7001 SOF Round Patch, red. $2.95 
#7060 SOF Patch, black. $4.95 
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The story of legendary Marine 
sniper Carlos Hathcock. The sniper is 
the hig-game hunter of the battlefield, 
and he needs all the skill of the woods¬ 
man, marksman, hunter, and poacher. 
Gunny Hathcock was all of these things 
with the full measure of the silent cour¬ 
age and quite optimism of a true cham¬ 
pion. 
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a situation without any foreseeable conclu¬ 
sion. Also as usual, it is the professional¬ 
ism and dedication of those who are 
willing to face the threat that gives peace 
any chance at all. Even in light of the 
constant killing of security forces, includ¬ 
ing four UDR (Ulster Defence Regiment) 
men killed in Downpatrick during my stay, 
there is no shortage of recruits. 

“Keeping a lid on it, my boy,” the 
inspector said to me, even though there 
were only a few years difference between 
us, “keeping a lid on it.” So, trying to 
“keep a lid on it,” the boys of MSU K-4 
initiated a hasty vehicle checkpoint just a 
few hundred yards from the Irish Republic 
border. 

The section quickly set up security as 
two members began stopping cars to 
identify the occupants. All RUC members 
are responsible for knowing the local 
P1RA “players,” as they are called, and 
had we stopped any they would have been 
questioned and a complete vehicle check 
made. The RUC must follow the strict 
laws that govern police investigations, 
search and seizure. This doesn’t make their 
job any easier in a counterterrorist role. 

We could only maintain the checkpoint 
for several minutes before we started 
walking again. It would have been unsafe 
to stay in one position for too long. PIRA 
is organized to deploy ASUs quickly, if 
they decide to attack RUC or military 
patrols. A roving patrol is harder to hit 
than a static checkpoint. Eventually we 
made our way back to our vehicle and the 
safety of the castle. 

The men of the MSU and the other RUC 
units are a professional, hard-working 
group. Their devotion to duty, and each 
other, is tremendous. They have a difficult, 
dangerous job, which they take on with the 
pride and healthy sense of humor that is 
needed to “keep the lid on it.” 

Shortly after the author returned to the 
Un/red Stares, members of MSU K-4 were 
ambushed by a PIRA ASU. One constable 
was hit with more than a dozen rounds of 
AKM fire. He is expected to live , though 
with permanent, serious injuries . One 
PIRA terrorist was captured. 

Stan Martin is a police officer with a major 
police agency on the West coast. When not 
in uniform , he winds up in places such as 
Northern Ireland to take a look at how 
other agencies conduct law enforcement 


KHE SANH 

Continued from page 65 

scars in the turf. The driver stopped the 
car, turned in his seat and looked at us with 
an expression of “We’re here.” 

1 got out. 1 had never seen the combat 
base and 1 could see no remains of 
anything, but I knew immediately the 
driver was right. I knew this was the place 
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Our readers have been asking us for a 
Convention/EXPO on the East Coast—one in 
addition to our annual Convention/EXPO held 
in September in Las Vegas. 

They want to see and buy the latest para¬ 
military weaponry and merchandise. They want 
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Soldier Of Fortune Expo 


Action for the Whole Family 

March 13-15,1992, Orlando, Florida 


its 325,000 monthly readers. 

• Support and organization 
by SOF staff. 

• Bar and food served in the 
EXPO hall. 

• Reasonable booth, table and 
hotel rates. 

Reserve Your Space Now! 
Exhibitors are already reserv¬ 
ing spaces.Don't miss this excit¬ 
ing opportunity to sell your mer¬ 
chandise to an entirely new group 
of potential buyers. For info on 
the SOF 1992 Orlando EXPO call 
(303) 449 - 3750, FAX (303) 444 - 5617. Or mail 
coupon to SOF 1992 Orlando EXPO, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. See you there! 
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Exhibitors, we’re totally committed to your suc¬ 
cess at our Orlando EXPO. We know you'll find the 
EXPO hall convenient and attractive. You’ll also like 
the huge population of potential buyers. Some facts are: 
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drive of the EXPO hall. 

• Orlando is a major vacation destination. 

• Thousands of persons per day attending the EXPO. 

• Advertising for the EXPO in all major newspa¬ 
pers in Miami, Orlando, Tampa and Jacksonville, and 
on major TV and radio stations. 

• Ads in national publications including SOF, with 
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because it was so clear why the French, 
Marines and Army had all chosen it. The 
hilltop is a broad and level plateau with a 
commanding panorama of the green, for* 
ested hills that sweep away from Khe 
Sanh. Every approach to the site, except 
the one we’d just followed, is up. 

It was also easy to see, however, why 
the place was such a bitch for its defenders. 
Across a ravine to the northwest several 
hills rise higher than the plateau. From 
these perches the NVA poured rocket and 
mortar fire onto the base and spotted for 
their big guns hidden in Laos. The Marines 
and historians know these places by names 
such as Hill 861, Hill 881 North and 881 
South. Small Marine units moved onto 
some, and many Americans spent the last 
days of their young lives holding them 
against North Vietnamese assaults. 

Walking around, I discovered that the 
base wasn’t completely gone. Sections of 
rusted barbed wire still mark the old 
perimeter. The red scars are shell craters, 
old trenches and half-filled bunkers. One 
bunker I looked into may be where Army 
Specialist 4 Michael Fitzmaurice won the 
Medal of Honor in 1971. On the night of 
22 March, the NVA attacked and sappers 
got inside the perimeter. 

They threw three satchel charges into a 
bunker Fitzmaurice shared with three other 
GIs. Fitzmaurice tossed out two of the 
charges and threw his flak jacket and 
himself on the third. The explosion didn’t 
kill him; he staggered out, wounded, into 
the trench. There he emptied his Ml6 into 
two sappers and killed three more with a 
machete. 

I realized that the debris of war was 
scattered everywhere, things the NVA had 
passed over and the local salvagers and 
architects didn’t want because they were 
too small, too rusted or would blow them 
up. You couldn’t take two steps without 
finding something. Sticking from the 
ground near my feet was a .50 cal. ammo 
box, filled only with red dust. Near it lay a 
U.S. grenade. It was rusted, minus the pin 
and spoon, but unexploded. 

Boots in the Dirt 

There were unfired M16 rounds and 
more bits of barbed wire lying in the thick 
grass. I found an M79 grenade and a 
Chicom mortar round intact. Strewn across 
the road in front of the car were a handful 
of artillery fuses. It was like treading an 
archaeological site. 

A few village kids started to follow 
along and pick up things to show me. One 
boy brought me a rectangle of plastic. I 
flipped it over and found in raised letters, 
“BACK M 18 A1 APERS MINE” - it 
was the back of a damn claymore. 

Wondering what else might remain, I 
asked one of the kids in my best hotel 
Vietnamese, “Where is a helicopter?” He 
said something I missed completely and 
pointed across the ravine to one of the 
hills. Perhaps it was 881 South — five 
choppers went down on that hill alone in 


’68. But there was no going there now, 
even if I had the time. When I wandered 
close to the old perimeter, the kids encour¬ 
aged me to stay on the inside by mimick¬ 
ing an exploding mine. 

On the way back to the car I found 
something that stopped me for a few 
moments. It was a shredded jungle boot. 
What does a Marine grunt or GI live by if 
not by his feet? But he was denied that at 
Khe Sanh, where he was forced to live and 
die in place. I doubt that any Americans 
who survived Khe Sanh in one piece left 
behind their boots. This one could have 
rotted in the trenches and been tossed 
away, but that’s doubtful because the 
resupply crisis kept the men from getting 
more. More likely, a medic cut the boot 
away from a leg shattered by incoming. 

Intense, Undeniable Emotion 

In such bits of flotsam and in furrows in 
the red ground, Khe Sanh combat base is 
still there to see. The jungle hasn’t de¬ 
voured it and it hasn’t been usurped by the 
army of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam. 
There is no memorial, no visitor center, 
and no tour guide. One of the most famous 
battle sites of America’s longest war is a 
picked-over scrap heap, a forgotten junk 
yard with a view. 

What’s left besides debris, however, is a 
sensation. As you walk around Khe Sanh, 
toeing the rusted water cans and looking 
out to Hills 881 and 861, the red ground 
reverberates with a feeling, deep and low. 
Because the site is undisturbed, the sensa¬ 
tion comes through unfiltered, and strong. 
I realize now it was this feeling that drew 
me to Khe Sanh, just as it draws others to 
Gettysburg or any other place men died 
fighting. 

It is a sensation of life. A human being 
is never so alive as he is in combat. He 
may feel terror, or he may not, but the 
prospect of losing his life makes it surge 
and flare within him. At no other time do 
his senses more acutely perceive the 
world. At no other time do his nerves fire 
with such spark. Never again will he feel 
as tight an emotional bond to others 
around him. 

The Marines at Khe Sanh knew these 
feelings well. They were alone, cut-off and 
surrounded by tens of thousands of NVA 
and the echo of Dien Bien Phu. Enemy 
shelling killed some of them every day, 
and every day the survivors expected to be 
overrun. And so they wished like they’d 
never wished for anything in their lives to 
be anywhere else, back in The World. 

Yet many of us who were never at Khe 
Sanh secretly wish we had been. It’s 
foolish, to be sure, and also undeniable. 
The World is safe and The World is 
comfortable, but we know we have missed 
something. We know we will never feel 
life as intensely as did the miserable grunts 
at Khe Sanh. The best we can do is retrace 
their steps and hope to absorb some of the 
intensity of life they left behind among the 
grenades, barbed wire and boots. It lingers 
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there still, like the warmth in the earth 
around an old volcano. 

Philip Edwards combines a career as a 
freelance photojournalist with profes¬ 
sional training in ornithology (the study of 
birds). His last article for SOF, “Death of 
an Afghan Villageappeared in the 
November ’87 issued 


GREAT ESCAPES 

Continued from page 69 

off, made his way to a French resistance 
group, and ultimately rejoined his unit. 

Starting Early 

Besides illustrating the value of being 
prepared to seize unexpected oppor¬ 
tunities, the story of David Shoss 
illustrates the validity of the principle that 
Nick Rowe recalled being taught in 
training: starting to look for every 
opportunity to escape immediately after 
capture. 

This is a characteristic that the U.S. 
military tries hard to instill in its people. 
The logic behind this is that at no other 
time during a POW’s captivity is he likely 
to be as close to friendly lines or assistance 
as at the time of his capture. In addition, 
unless he is very sick or seriously 
wounded, he is probably the healthiest he 
will ever be as a POW. 

Had Edgar Whitcomb and Bill Harris 
been prisoners of the Japanese for any 
length of time, they never would have been 
capable of making the incredible swim 
from Corregidor to Bataan. Some 40% of 
the American prisoners held by the 
Japanese died in captivity. The average 
American POW held by the Japanese lost 
61 pounds during captivity, and fully half 
of the surviving ex-POWs from the Pacific 
receive disability checks. 

Although Lance Sijan was in bad 
physical condition when captured, he only 
got worse, and, in fact, ultimately died in 
captivity. Gerald Coffee and David Shoss 
escaped soon after capture, as did Charles 
Coward and Dieter Dengler. All these men 
knew that delay in attempting to escape 
could only work against them. 

Courage 
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Finally, we hardly need point out that 
every one of these men was courageous. 
Human nature being what it is, it is 
tempting to try to talk oneself out of an 
escape attempt. The very best escape plan 
is a risky proposition that could easily cost 
a man his life, and, in fact, has killed many 
men. Even if not killed in an attempt, the 
POW can usually expect draconian 
punishment if caught — beatings, solitary 
confinement, reduced rations, and perhaps, 
as in the case of Dieter Dengler, worse. 

When considering these things, it can be 
all too easy for a POW to begin 
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You can’t afford to be without this unique 
publication. As it says on the cover, it’s 

"THE TRADING POST FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS". 

Minimum Advertising Rates - Maximum Results 
Write for Media Kit 


Shstqun 

news 

THE TRADING POST 


FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS 
36 ISSUES (1 Year) ONLY $ 20 . 00 ! 


THE SHOTGUN NEWS 

P.O. BOX 669, HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 
PHONE 1-402-463-4589 FAX 1-402-463-3893 


Stotgun 

’“—•■news 


r^i 

MasterCard,. 


MASTERCARD & VISA 

SUBSCRIPTIONS ONLY! 

CALL 1-800-345-6923 


VISA 


_ Exp, Date . 


Please Charge My Order to: □ MasterCard □ VISA 

Card Number_Exp, Date_ 

Enclosed find remittance for $_. Kindly send me THE SHOTGUN NEWS for_yearis) 

108 Issues $58.00 72 Issues $39.00 36 Issues $20.00 

(3 Years) (2 Years) (1 Year) 

Canada, Mexico, and all other foreign countries, $100.00 - SAMPLE COPY $3.00 
(Please Print) 

NAME _ 


LLAKN CUN REPATO oil J£ , V*’t “I l '* - , ‘ U V * M ]C 

horn* In •par* tlm*. Si<»1 \\ r .t .i i, ,^7 * " iiV» ft 

IS. CUN r Japanese swords 2 

r.r.-.f ass assa w '!:s 

^wSh.r P ^ U a.TVoi r- w. ughm... bo. 320 M 2 .ei 
r* 1 ,u.: .T. v. ,r;,, mu. i. oh. w.l ««. Pb m 7 '2*Ui « 


<W» Cun R»air 
O.pl. GCHM.*' 
h Si.. Bo, ASM. s:". V 


'"TX"^!.V\ ioo 17 «rD lt * Beco * D 


COMPUTER Ball Lit Ic, • 
Soltwro. to, IBM PC and 
Af.pl. n Computer, Qj» 
UIb EngtDMrtog. Box Utt. 

Sauk cirj.wL mm 


££■ u ^ UCEMSE FAST ! II G« fTijT l n r 

“JLlr/JTw!i^ Ci’™; 

S"™ y ** V s * * **— Hod. [oxtrurlloa, whot. tete x.. Im, 

ui ,, 1 tal.i Dlnctory. Adirte. on r " *“ r \' V,* 1 n*’ Kl '** imp a! *w, 

""JniT-'JIXS mTIT HomteA^art. ill^—ftefMfte t[flt J! 

«™k'teTi",“.V,w a™ SteTic.11 «T5oBd- -*• Z7.X ->«“. “ n't i 

*> «■“> w »*« bill A,m, D.pt. SN1. Box re.:'*:FTL APPLICATION IlllOi- 

BEST ITl UTS. CuLd«, 3 JI, Rotw.ll. KM HIM .. L.T.. ~ h, liclal loim, wIioImoL. 

D.ol.t H.cord Book, 0)}(. >IXZ b* ..-.* .ourew, complte. lutruc- 

Eonu nub. Vlja. ,..r. ,. 1 1 inVit n« Hotu, 1SX dlKouot os 

PHONE ORDERS - Call: ..‘ni.w'w!! i.xi,„uiitrtt..M.,Liibound book*. LI cm. 

[Mil IIM41I. Sw out od IT;-3 fLX'T.p.n iv pmmtaio, lullrteuod! 

Pj-iotj-RiEoitewtoM.^ 1 ,;^',!;/; 1 ^;*™ »-• ««« Bo, imtaa.1 


oalb Dtndd EJ. Iteb. PO 
■ou SH. Cramt IW. & 
MMO. QL nm. TOLL FREE; 
HM.tJS.il 11. Ili-tli 











rationalizing — “the guards are too alert,” 
“the war will end soon,” “there’ll be a 
rescue,” “there’ll be a prisoner 
exchange,” “I’m too sick” or “too 
injured,” “I’m not physically strong 
enough,” “the weather isn’t right,” 
“friendly lines are too far away,” and so 
on. It takes real heroism and strength of 
character to strike out for freedom 
regardless of the risks, but in the end, this 
is the most important quality of all. 

In combat, it comes from a man’s total 
commitment to the things he’s fighting for. 
It comes from a man’s deeply held 
conviction that there are not only things 
worth fighting for, but worth dying for. 
The POWs who have risked everything to 
attempt escape have wordlessly but 
eloquently demonstrated their belief that 
there are things bigger and more important 
than themselves. And this is the source of 
all courage. 

Bill Roskey served as a Korean translator 
with US. Army Intelligence. A novel 
based on his experiences , Muffled Shots: 
A Year on the DMZ was published by Dell 
in 1988. A previous contributor to SOF, 
Bill is currently writing a history of the 
Korean War.J^ 


EYES IN THE SKY 

Continued from page 63 

reconnaissance mission. 

Satellite photos can identify all roads in 
an area and, with interpretation, tell you if 
they are blacktop or dirt — as well as their 
condition. They can even see many foot 
paths, which would never show on a map. 

If there aren’t any roads, satellite pho¬ 
tography can tell you where to travel. The 
photos can identify rough terrain and the 
most likely routes of advance. With their 
ability to see infrared, they can also tell 
you where ground may be too wet to 
support vehicles, or where vegetation is 
too dense. 

Photos also reveal enemy strength. Even 
with the poor resolution of commercial 
satellites, you can see large vehicles, ships, 
emplacements and aircraft. By manipulat¬ 
ing the information, you can learn if 
certain buildings are occupied, or if equip¬ 
ment is real or decoy. 

Computers can manipulate an image so 
a photograph taken from 100 miles in 
space can be reconstructed to give a 
three-dimensional view of terrain from 
ground level. This allows soldiers and 
pilots to study the “lay of the land” even 
behind enemy lines. You would even 
know what terrain is hidden from enemy 
positions. 

Of course, satellite intelligence can cut 
both ways. Here are a few hints for 
evading some unwanted attention: 

The most obvious suggestion is to be 
where “they” aren’t looking. Probably 
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gathering not possible with direct receiver products. Sold 
world-wide to government, military, police, hunters & fisher¬ 
men. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back 
guarantee. $148.00 postpaid. Order by mail from: 

MC/Visa & COD Order Toll Free 


THE VanSleek 

Hears A Whisper 
Farther than TWO Football FieldsI 


Quart 


Item 


Price 


Vansleek $148 


Total Enclosed 


The Dutchman, Dept. 591 
P.O. Box 12548 


■ RSfl 1-800-821-5157 

I [__^©J990 — _ _ 



Overland Park, KS 66212 


J 


YOU DON’T NEED 


CASTRO’S PERMISSION 

TO ENJOY THE UNIQUE HAVANA FLAVOR! 



CUBAN-SEED-LEAF CIGARS FOR 
THE MAN WHO THOUGHT HE 
COULDN’T AFFORD THEM! 

I'll send them to you from Tampa, the fine cigar 
capital of the world. Sample the cigars in 
my new Sterling Sampler and enjoy a 
wonderful new smoking sensation. I’ll 
include a generous sampling of vintage- 
leaf, long-filler and cut-filler cigars, all 
perfectly blended for mildness and flavor. 

These superb smokes are made with expertly 
blended Cuban-seed-leaf tobaccos grown and cured the 
old Cuban way in Honduras from seed smuggled out of Cuba. 

They're mild, flavorful and extremely satisfying to the cigar smoker who’s 
looking for something new, something better, something exceptionally tasty. Experts 
can't tell them from Havanas. You won’t be able to either, when you try them. Natural wrapper. 
If you’re ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience, try them now. 


GIFT IDEA! 

SEND CIGARS 
TO A FRIEND 


MY OFFER TO 1 
CIGAR LOVERS 

I II send you postpaid a selec- 
tion Qt 42 ractorytresh 
cigars - vintage-leal long-filler 
and cut-filler smokes, if these 
cigars aren't all you expected, 
return the unsmoked ones by 
United Parcel or Parcel Post 
within 30 days and I’ll rotund 
your money. No questions 
asked. Your delivered cost is 
only $10.90 lor 42 factory- 
fresh, Cuban-seed-leaf cigars. I 


CREDIT CARD USERS 
SPEED DELIVERY BY CALLING 


^THOMPSON CIGAR CO. d «p< bb <* “I 

. 5401 Hangar Ct., Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630 . 

O.K., TOM! Ship me the Sterling Sampler under your money-back guarantee 
for only $10.90. 

. □ Check for $10.90 enclosed (Ra. residents add 6% sales tax) , 

□ Charge $10.90 to my □ VISA □ MasterCard □ American Express □ Diners Club 
I PLEASE PRINT I 

Credit Card No. _ Exp. Date _ 


name 


city 


j 






OFFER GOOD INU.S.ONLY 


TOLL-FREE 1-800-237-2559 

IN FLORIDA, CALL: 1-800-282-0646 
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- 4 ?. ^ 1 . 

Order Toll Free: (800) 643-1564 (Mon.-Fri. 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 P.M. C.S.T.) 
FAX Orders: (501) 863-0172 (24 Hours/Day - 7 Days/Week) 


A.R.M.S. Scope Mounts - When it's all on the line , only the best will do! 

A.R.M.S. Scope Mounts and Rings are built to exacting NATO Mil.-Spec, 
standards and are used by U.S. and Allied military forces the world over. 




AR-15A1/A2 see-thru universal scope mount 
HK-91/93/94 see-thru universal scope mount (black) 
HK-91/93/94 see-thru universal scope mount (stainless) 
FN-FAL LAR standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) 
FN-FAL PARA standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) 
Ml A/M-14 scope mount foundation (use with #15113) 
Throw lever Q.D. unfv, top scope mount (fits Weaver rail) 
Multibase Q.D. univ. top scope mount (fits Weaver rail) 
Throw lever Q.D. mount for AN/PVS-4 (fits Weaver mount) 
NATO STANAG steel 30mm scope rings (low, med. or high) 
NATO STA- 


1" adapter inserts for #15123 I 


'ANAG scope rings 


# 2190 
#10130 
#10131 
#15101 
#15102 
#15112 
#15113 
#15103 
#15115 
#15123 
#15118 


$49.95 

$165.00 

$205.00 

$98.00 

$ 120.00 

$135.00 

$125.00 

$42.00 

$150.00 

$65.00 

$29.95 


NEW Leltz Wild Cat (Combat Acquisition & Targeting) 3.5X Scope: 


• Developed for combat use and field tested by the Canadian Armed Forces 

• Q.D. Throw Lever mount for Weaver rail bases (fits A.R.M.S. universal top bases) 

• Guaranteed to return to zero despite repeated detachment and reattachment to the weapon 

• Mount Incorporates windage & elevation adjustments and a range dial to 800 m for SS-109 ammo 

• Replaceable green tritium light source to illuminate the reticle for superior low^ht performance 


• Super tough w/rubber armor (drop tested 1.5 m onto concrete w/8 kg weapon) #V 


CAT $1,195.00 


We handle a wide variety of accessories for 

'% M l Carbines, AK’s, SKS s, Uzl's, Ml 


10/22's, HK-91/93/94'i 


Genuine Colt AR-15 4X quick detach scope w/integral see-thru mount 

imbat 


AR-15's, 1911 type pistols, Roger Mini-14/30's, Roger 
lk's, Cont * * 


Armson A.C.O.G. (Advanced Optical Combat Gunslght) 4 X 32 scope for AR-15 
Armson TViiicon self-luminous Day/Night AR-15A2 front sight post 
Armson O.E.G. (Occluded Eyesight Gunslght) Day/Night sight Tor AR-15A1/A2 
Cherokee Delta Cheekpiece for scoped AR-15A1/A2 rifles (similar to Colt Delta) 
Colt AR-15 .22LR Conversion Kit (fire inexpensive .22LR ammo in your AR-15) 
Atchlsson Mark 111 .22LR Conversion Kit for the AR-15 


Contender's, AR-7*s 81 Shotgun's. 

#2116 $299.50 

#ACOG16 $695.00 


Thermold 


atgun ( 
AR -15 


3Grd. magazine (made of strong DuPont Zytel nylon) 


#2224 

#3AR15 

#2189 

#R6222 

#JC-15 

#M###1 

#2200 


$25.95 

$219.00 

$75.00 

$164.95 

$139.00 

$69.95 

$15.95 


These are only a few of the thousands of parts and accessories that we handle! 
Send $2.50 for our complete 100+page catalogue. Dealer inquiries ar e welcomed, 

qlt Authorized 
Parts Distributor 


-—/ 


r ^ i 

1 

i i 


FED. EXPRESS 

j "'Ira™ 


[MasterCard] 


VISA 


DELIVERY 

S'-J - 

«> 


H 

i_i 

«> 

ONLY $3 MORE 


L. L. Baston Co., P.0. Box 1995, Dept. SF, El Dorado, Arkansas 71731 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 
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* 

SOF WORLD 



CHAMPIONSHIP 



3-GUN TACTICAL 



SHOOTING MATCH 




SEPTEMBER 18-21, 1991 
DESERT SPORTSMAN’S RIFLE CLUB 
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

Patterned after military and police courses and designed to test practical 
shooting skills with rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each shooter is required to engage 
targets before, during and after negotiating man-made obstacles or natural 
terrain features. Course scenarios are those that could be encountered during 
a confrontation with an armed adversary. 

Limited to 210 competitors. 

Over $60,000 

in cash and prizes to the winners. 

To be a part of the World Championship 3-Gun Tactical Match and to receive 
further information, please send a business size SASE to: Michael Horne, 408 
E. Harding, Bakersfield, CA 93308 



every square inch of dry land has been 
photographed by satellites, but there is so 
much data that no one will ever look at a 
particular piece of ground unless some¬ 
thing is suspected. That means the Soviets 
are more likely to notice troop deploy¬ 
ments in West Germany than Burundi. 

Hiding from a satellite is like hiding 
from an enemy. Camouflage must break 
up the shape and blend into the back¬ 
ground. Man-made shapes like squares and 
triangles draw an interpreter’s attention. 
Since he can see the difference between 
foliage and camouflage, a square or other 
“unnatural” shape will readily appear. 
You will attract less attention by using 
irregularly shaped camouflage netting and 
covering it with some freshly cut 
vegetation. 

Beware of equipment with flat surfaces. 
Even a surface covered with camouflage 
paint will reflect light, so it stands a good 
chance of being seen, even if it’s smaller 
than the satellite’s resolution. Such sur¬ 
faces should be hidden under shelters 
made of natural material. 

Satellites detect plant health because 
healthy plants reflect more infrared light 
than sick vegetation. Therefore, interpret¬ 
ers can follow a mechanized unit across an 
open field just by following the path of 
injured plants. Try to avoid damage that 
would show the enemy your location or 
route of travel. 

The final suggestion is to hide in a 
confusing background. For instance, build¬ 
ings are strong reflectors, so tanks parked 
among many small buildings are harder to 
find. In the same manner, if you hide in a 
forest containing many tree varieties, your 
irregularly shaped camouflage will be less 
likely to stand out. This can even be 
applied in open farmland. If you park your 
equipment along a fence between two 
different types of crops, such as corn and 
soybeans, a low resolution satellite would 
be less likely to notice you. 

Commercial satellites have been a boon 
to military intelligence. This was espe¬ 
cially true in the late 1980s when the space 
shuttle accident and a couple of rocket 
failures kept the U.S. government from 
launching as many photo reconnaissance 
satellites as it wanted to. 

Commercial satellites also give us a 
look at the secret world of spy satellites 
and their capabilities. For the first time, the 
American soldier knows a great deal about 
his enemy’s strengths and weaknesses. 
That knowledge may be decisive in a 
future conflict. 

Harold Hough served as an officer aboard 
the USS Saratoga before turning his 
attention to writing. To date , he’s pub¬ 
lished more than 100 articles and his first 
book, A Practical Guide to Photographic 
Intelligence, is available from Loompanics 
Unlimited , Port Townsend, WA^ 
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You work hard, and you deserve to play hard, too, 
especially when having a good time also builds your skills and 
knowledge. 

Come enjoy five action-packed days and nights at this 
year’s Soldier of Fortune Convention. We promise non-stop 
activities, some good laughs, and the opportunity to enhance 
your knowledge and abilities. 

• Pugil Sticks and Other Competitive Matches - Pre¬ 
pare now to participate in these tough matches. Run, pump, 
sweat, and get into shape so you can compete for cash 
prizes. Your body will thank you — so might your wallet. 

• Seminars - Attend these comprehensive sit-reps 
on world situations, and hear the facts from men who've 

* 

been there. Free admission only to registered conven¬ 
tioneers. 

• Friends - Renew your network of contacts, and 
make new friends. 

• EXPO - Improve your knowledge by exam- | s 

ining the latest in weaponry, ammo, and merchan- I J 

dise from nearly 200 exhibitors. Runs Friday, Satur¬ 
day and Sunday. Free admission to registered con- M. 
ventioneers. 

• Rappelling - Receive expert training in this challeng¬ 
ing, valuable technique. 

• 3-Gun Match - Prestige and cash prizes for expert 
shooters — and those who aspire to be. 

• Firepower Demo - These impressive, big guns will 
make your blood pressure rise. 

• Special Events To Be Announced 

• Banquet - Banquet ticket, T-shirt, and other gifts to 
every registrant. 


SOF CONVENTION 


SEPT. 18- 22, 1991 

at this SAHARA HOTEL, LAS VEGAS 
in-stop 

lhance A LIMITED AMOUNT OF 
EXHIBIT SPACE IS 
AVAILABLE... 
s-Pre- CALL TODAY/ 

pump, 1 -1 

ir cash a • 

s Action 

- with a 
Purpose 


Pre-reqi 


mBSSP-t&z 

. Registrar® A 

f _it!IflfllsiiItMsnill«0i 


and a check for 
1, full registration is $150. 


Soldier of Fortune Magazine's 1991 Convention 8< EXPO 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 FAX (303) 444-5617 

Make your room reservations directly with the Sahara 
Hotel. Special Convention room rate is $65 single or double 
plus tax. To qualify for this special rate, you must make your 
reservation by August 16, 1991, by calling the hotel directly 
and identifying yourself as a Soldier of Fortune Convention¬ 
eer. Call the Sahara toll free at 1-800-634-6666. 



Dedicated to the men & women 
of Operation Desert Storm 


YOU WANT ACTION? 
WE'VE GOT ACTION! 
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COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION 

(X$OF BACK ISSUES 

BUY SIX ... GET THREE FOR FREE 


Buy just six back issues of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE for $30 and we ll throw in 3 FREE ISSUES of 

your choice. OR buy nine back issues for $45 and we’ll send you THREE FREE ISSUES PLUS A BLACK SOF 
BINDER to keep all 12 in. That’s a $70 value for just $45. And we’ll still give you FREE DOMESTIC POSTAGE. 
(Foreign Orders: add $3 1st issue, $1 each additional.) Act Now! ALL issues are available except #2 & #3. Single 
orders $5.00 each. Here’s just a partial list: 


#75 January 1984: CENTRAL AMERICA: El Salvador Update: AFRICA: low 
jump in Rhodesia; SOVIET UNION: T-80 tank. 

#76 February 1984: EXCLUSIVE: The Grenada Papers; SOF: Convention ’83; 
AFGHANISTAN: SOF interviews Russian POWs. 

#77 March 1984: WEAPONS: Beretta’s 70 Series; AFGHANISTAN: update; 
HISTORY: Flying Tigers. 

#78 April 1984: BURMA: Karen rebels; ON THE FRONT LINES: Lebanon, 
Nicaragua; U.S. MILITARY: Navy CSAR. 

#79 May 1984: ANALYSIS: U.S. muscle in Central America; SOUTHEAST 
ASIA: Burma’s Golden Triangle; WEAPONS: Soviet body armor. 

#80 June 1984: EL SALVADOR: Legionnaire tackles 
Gs, Atlacatl assault; BURMA: Karens’ last battle? 

#81 July 1984: WEAPONS: Soviet AKR; CENTRAL 
AMERICA: inside Nicaragua with contras and com¬ 
mies; EUROPE: Brits battle IRA in Belfast. 

#82 August 1984: VIETNAM: battle for Ampil; ELITE 
UNITS: Fallschirmjager; MERCENARY OPS: ripoff in 
Suriname; WEAPONS: S&W's new .45. 

#83 September 1984: VIETNAM; MACV Recondo 
School; AFGHANISTAN: raiders on Russian border; 

WEAPONS: Chicom arms invade the U.S. 

#84 October 1984: AIRBORNE: SOF jumps with 
IDS; WEAPONS: Glock-17 pistol; BIO: Charlie Beck¬ 
with story; ELITE UNITS: SADF Pathfinders. 

#85 November 1984: EXPANDED COVERAGE: 

Central America; WEAPONS: groin guns; VIETNAM: 

POW in VC valley, Army Pink Team penetrates VC 
lair. 

#86 December 1984: MOVIES: The Terminator; 

CENTRAL AMERICA: SOF ships with Salvo sailors; 

WEAPONS: Britain's battlin' Brens; VETERANS: Viet 
vets 20 years later. 

#87 January 1985: WEAPONS: final verdict M16A2; 

CENTRAL AMERICA: private sector and army; ASIA: 

Afghanistan and Burma. 

#88 February 1985: SPECIAL: CIA’s guerrilla manual; EL SALVADOR: women 
warriors; SOUTHEAST ASIA: Uncle Ho’s heresy; MIDDLE EAST: Iraq & Iran’s 
endless war. 

#89 March 1985: CENTRAL AMERICA: who killed Pedro Chamorro?, flying the 
unfriendly skies of El Salvador; WEAPONS: choosing combat cutlery; AFRICA: 
Zambezi Valley manhunt. 

#90 April 1985: AFRICA: SOF’s two-month Angolan trek; ELITE UNITS: El 
Salvador's deep recon rangers; Royal Marines and martial arts. 

#91 May 1985: AFRICA: SOF in Angola, Part II; ELITE UNITS: Special Forces 
A-Team in Jordan; INTERVIEW: Eden Pastora. 

#92 June 1985: MOVIES: Rambo; WEAPONS: South Africa’s Range rifles; 
BEHIND THE LINES: Nicara¬ 
gua, Afghanistan. 

#93 July 1985: HISTORY: Otto 
Skorzeny; CENTRAL AMER¬ 
ICA: SOF in Salvadoran “A’ 
camp, trains Nicaraguan free¬ 
dom fighters; AFRICA: British 
South Africa police. 

#94 August 1985: SPECIAL 
10TH ANNIVERSARY ISSUE: 

PROFILE: RKB; WAR: El 
Salvador, Afghanistan, Middle 
East, Africa. 

#95 September 1985: ELITE 

UNITS: Gurkhas in Belize; BIO: 

Israel’s master sniper; WEAP¬ 
ONS: stainless-steel handguns 
in E! Salvador. 

#96 October 1985: ELITE 
UNITS: SEALS in Vietnam and 
Salvador; WEAPONS: Randall 
knives; AFGHANISTAN: muj 


frag Kabul fort. 

#97 November 1985: MERCENARIES: Mike Hoare’s own story; GUERRILLA 
WARFARE: Argentina’s Montoneros, Soviet Cong?; WEAPONS: Vietnam 
tomahawk, Ithaca MAG-10, ROK rifles; HISTORY: B24s over Berlin. 

#98 December 1985: ANALYSIS: Middle East terrorism; ELITE UNITS: SOFer 
trains with Salvo Naval commandos, Argentine special ops in Falklands; 
WEAPONS: Rhodesia's multibarreled Spider, Brazil’s 9mm Taurus, Belgium's 
FNC rifle. 

#99 January 1986: VIETNAM: POWS vs. Uncle Sam, 1st Cav’s Operation 
Twinkle Toes, Nguyen Cao Ky interview; AFRICA: Zulu, South Africa’s Recce 
Commandos, Brit in Oman army; WEAPONS: S. 
Africa's 40mm MGL, MAC Ml 1, .44 Special Bulldog. 
#100 February 1986: AFRICA: Mozambique's RE- 
NAMO, mere in Angola; CENTRAL AMERICA: Nicara¬ 
gua, Costa Rica; MIDDLE EAST: armor in Lebanon; 
EUROPE: undercover in Northern Ireland, Marseille 
SWAT. 

#101 March 1986: ELITE UNITS: SAS in Falklands, 
Jungle Operations Training Center; VIETNAM: Yank 
jumps at Dien Bien Phu; WEAPONS: Salvador's Magic 
Dragon, Egypt’s Rasheed carbine. 

#102 April 1986: ELITE UNITS: Islamic special forces; 
SOUTHEAST ASIA: Karens in Burma, Soc Trang 
Tigers, Project Agile; WEAPONS: M249SAW, Chicom 
AK, low-light shooting, Dole Amendment, Gerber BMF 
#103 May 1986: PROPAGANDA: peace frauds; 
AFRICA: SADF’s Pathfinders, Angolan assault; 
CHINA: People’s Liberation Army; T&E: motorcycles 
meant for war, H&K's P9S, Springfield’s SAR-48. 

#104 June 1986: AIRBORNE: jumps into Taiwan, 
Korea; GUERRILLA OPS: Afghanistan, Guatemala, 
Colombia, Nicaragua; WEAPONS: compact Colts, 
Ml4, BuckMaster blade. 

#105 July 1986: WEAPONS: Ruger GP-100; VIET¬ 
NAM: POW/MIA cover up; CENTRAL AMERICA: SOF training team in El 
Salvador; AFRICA: commonwealth training team in Uganda; PSYOPS: paper 
bullets in Vietnam. 

#106 August 1986: AFTER-ACTION REPORT: American bombers over Libya; 
CENTRAL AMERICA: insurgent hardware in El Salvador; ELITE UNITS: French 
Naval commandos; WEAPONS: Combloc sniper rifles; AWARDS: Britain's 
Victory Cross. 

#107 September 1986: WEAPONS: H&Ks bolt-action sniper rifles; SOVIET 
UNION: first look at captured Soviet grenade launcher; HANDGUNS: Taurus 
M85 revolver; DOMESTIC AFFAIRS: strike violence in the U.S.; SPECIAL 
UNITS: UDT teams in Korea. 

#108 October 1986: BORDER PATROL: ops on the Tex/Mex border: 

WEAPONS: Kalashnikov 
sidefolder; CENTRAL 
AMERICA —Sandinistas 
bungle Honduran inva¬ 
sion; HISTORY: saga of 
General Jack Singlaub; 
SOUTHEAST ASIA: in¬ 
side Cambodia. 

#109 November 1986: 
WEAPONS: Caspian 
Arms .45; VIETNAM — 
civilian Ml As in Indochina; 
WEAPONS: Skorpian 
machine pistol; HIS¬ 
TORY: Dezinformatsia, 
Soviets con Allies in the 
Balkans; MIDDLE EAST: 
SOF on the green line in 
Beirut; ELITE UNITS: 
Korea’s mountain in¬ 
fantry. 



SOF Back Issues, Dept. SF591 • P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 
YES, Send me (Write In Issue Numbers): 


1st Issue 

# 

_$5.00 

5th Issue # 

_$5.00 

9th Issue # 

_FREE 

2nd Issue 

# 

_$5.00 

6th Issue # 

_$5.00 

10th Issue # 

_$5.00 

3rd Issue 

# _ 

_$5.00 

7th Issue #_ 

_FREE 

11th Issue #_ 

_$5.00 

4th Issue 

#_ 

_$5.00 

8th Issue #_ 

_FREE 

12th Issue #_ 

_$5.00 


□ I Have Enclosed $30 For 9 Issues (a $45 Value) 

□ I Have Enclosed $45 For 12 Issues and a Binder (a $70 Value) 

□ I Have Enclosed $_For The Issues Indicated Above ($5 each) 

Foreign Orders Add: $3 for 1st Issue; SI Each Add'l. Issue. 

Visa or Mastercard Orders: Number _ 

Exp. Date:_Signature _ 

Name- 

Street_ 

City, State, Zip - 
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OVERSEAS JOBS 

Continued from page 31 

was the location of the South African 
security chief who formerly served under 
Col. Hoare in the Congo. Each camp had 
its own security organization, both headed 
by Americans. After the convoy 
requirement was eliminated, we still had 
vehicles stopped by roadblocks, drivers 
removed and vehicles stolen. Vehicles 
would later be found with different colored 
paint across the border in Venezuela. In 
addition to the Indians, there were drug 
wars and communists. 

The work schedule was a 10-hour day, 
six-day week. This program required a 
special concession from the Colombian 
government. My annual salary at 
completion of the project was $78,230 
including a 20% bonus, all expenses paid. 

The Bottom Line 

In summary, for those of you who have 
military and/or mercenary backgrounds, it 
is worthwhile to explore the feasibility of 
international employment. That is why 
companies like Group Fischer are so 
important, because when international 
companies receive a contract, they move 
immediately to recruit large numbers of 
personnel for the job. Most of these 
contracts are manned by ad hoc 
organizations with only a few personnel 
from the contracting company. 

I was an infantryman with no technical 
qualifications, so if I could do it, you can. 
You will note a difference in my annual 
salary from job to job. There are many 
reasons for this variance, but primarily, 
they are: location of project, job 
responsibilities, work to be performed and 
length of work week. It’s hard to get 
started, but once you do, the follow-on is 
easier. 

William Wilson retired from the U.S. 
Army as a colonel before he began 
working overseas assignments. He speaks 
Spanish and Arabic and has written for a 
number of publications, including 
American Heritage and Vietnam 
magazines 


CHAOTIC KASHMIR 

Continued from page 61 

as a boss of the Indian External 
Intelligence Service in the research and 
analysis wing, and as a prime ministerial 
security adviser. 

Saxena moved fast to revamp the 
demoralized and fragmented intelligence 
network in the Vale, inducting specialists 
with counterintelligence experience from 
the Northeast. He also began coordinating 
a plethora of civilian and military agencies 
operating in the state. 



GUARANTEE 


DO YOU OWN ANY SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS ON THIS LIST? 


AR t5 & CAR 15 BERETTA AR 70 MAC 11/9 MIA 

ARMALITE AR 180 FAL TEC 9 30 CARBINE 

AK 47 CONFIGURATION MINI 14 TEC 22 DAEWOO K1. K2 

SKS TYPE 56 MINI 30 HK 91. 93. 94 

If you do, have you considered converting to FULL AUTOMATIC SELECT 
FIRE but red tape or jail time got in the way? And have you wanted to 
“Rock 'n Roll” and bought toys with cranks, fevers, or three bursts that 
didn’t work! WELL, the HELL-FIRE '« trigger actuation system is here! 
You won't ever find anything closer to a select-fire conversion. BATF 
approved and legal. 

How the HELL-FIRE system works: When the unit is installed behind 
your trigger (in seconds,) it can be micro adjusted to create a “static” con¬ 
dition. This condition Is offset when you pull your gun's tngger and 
countered by the bolt action. You actually will “FEEL” the trigger move 
against your finger at the same rate your gun would fire if ft were con¬ 
verted to full automatic. More than anything else the HELL-FIRE trig¬ 
ger actuation system works' 


Please Send Me HELL-FIRE Systems at *29 95 ea i 




6f|y 


Colorado Resident;, Ado 3- 

Orders only — 1 -800-833-4370 

DEALERS JUMP ON THIS! 


SEND YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AND QUANTITY DESIRED TO: 

CASHIER'S CHECK OR MONEY ORDER... Not ' 
PERSONAL CHECKS DELAYS ORDER No£i 

BUT ONLY 

29 95 


> < 

HELL-FIRE SYSTEMS INC 

X, Z P.o. Box 549, Olathe, CO 81425 COMPLETE! 


. S Fa! i. OI-.1 p.'.-ri PfTd 





1 

Individually 
Numbered, Registered 

LIMITED EDITION 


Jr 


WORLD WAR II 


REMEMBERED™ 

COMMEMORATIVE 
KNIFE 


LAYERED IN 
PURE 24KT GOLD 


JUST 



Delivery guaranteed 

only to the first 7 1 // overall (blade 3‘/ 2 ") 

10,000 who order by 
July 8, 1991 

Available now... then NEVER AGAIN 

They were just “G.I. Joes”, but they led the free 
world in the fight to relight the lamp of freedom 
and liberty everywhere. Wherever they trium¬ 
phed, they proudly raised the Stars and Stripes. 

And for some, it was the last time they would 
see our flag. 

Now, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of 
World War II, our official WORLD WAR II RE¬ 
MEMBERED Knife has been issued as a lasting 
tribute to their courage and sacrifice, a memento 
to display with honor and pride. 

Each knife is serially numbered... and is 
layered with pure 24k gold A Certificate of 
Authenticity attests to the gold content and status 
as true limited edition. Only one in 1,000 Amer¬ 
icans will ever own this important commemorative. 

Once the edition is sold out, the dies will be 
destroyed and the edition dosed forever. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
If at any time within 1 full year after the edition is 
dosed, you feel that this commemorative knife is 
not worth more than you paid, we will buy it back 
from you for the full purchase price. 


World War II Remembered, Dept. KR-23 

36334 U.S. 19 N., Palm Harbor, FL 34684 

□ Please send me one WORLD WAR II REMEMBERED 
Commemorative Knife for $10 plus $2.95 shipping 
and handling. 

□ Two knives only $19 plus $3.95 shipping and handling. 

□ Limit 5 knives only $45 plus $4.95 shipping and handling. 

Enclosed is $_(FL & Ml residents add sales tax.) 

Make checks payable to Authentic American Collections. 
Charge my: □ VISA □ MasterCard □ AMEX □ Diners Club 
Exp. Date_/_ 

Card No_ 


Name. 


Address _ 


City _ 


.State. 


.Zip. 
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Personal Security Products 


MIL-TIME, 


THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 


THE AMERICAN SERIES 

PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY • LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 

ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 


MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS(SHOWN) 
NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82 ND AIRBORNE, 101ST 
AIRBORNE, 1ST CAVALRY, 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 


SPECIAL OFFER 

$69.95 


VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-328-3227 

INCA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 

456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA. 94066 

ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50(CAN.$7.00)S/H 
CA ADD $5.07 TAX 

NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 


America's Leader 
In Personal 
Security 


Hundreds of* non-lethal security 
products • stun guns • tear gas 
pepper gas • locksmith tools 
smokes • surveillance • body armor 
unique devices pot found in stores 


<M 7: 




8350 North 7th Street, SF-5 , 

Phoenix, Arizona 85020 sQ 1-800-527-4434 


1 While You Were Sleeping, I 

* Your competitors were filling orders £ 

* from ads in Soldier of Fortune. * 

w Advertise your product here and reach ^ 

* over 325,000 READERS EVERY MONTH. * 

S CALL TODAY (303) 449-3750 Adv. Dept. * 


Results weren’t long in coming. By late 
summer the reorganization was reflected 
by more frequent seizures of arms caches, 
along with stepped-up efforts to “turn” 
captured militants and reinsert them into 
insurgent organizations as spies. 

Forecast of Fear 

Just how the conflict develops over the 
medium term is likely to hinge on two 
factors, the first being the effectiveness 
with which, at the time of the spring thaw 
in 1991, the Kashmiris can step up 
infiltration of weaponry across the LOG. 
This is already a high-risk proposition, but 
it’s going to be crucial to any escalation of 
the war that would force New Delhi to 
rethink its hard-line position. 

Also critical will be the wider internal 
security situation in India. With 
insurgences now bubbling in Punjab and 
Assam, as well as Kashmir, and the 
explosive communal divide between the 
country’s Hindu majority and Moslem 
minority widening, New Delhi is looking 
down the barrel of its gravest internal 
security crisis since the partition in 1947. 

And if Kashmir’s militants have 
anything to do with it, India’s luxury of 
keeping the bloodshed tucked away in 
far-flung places may be short-lived. As 
one JKLF man put it, “You have already 
seen [bomb] blasts in Delhi. If necessary, 
we will spread this struggle all over 
India.” 

New Delhi has made it clear it believes 
that allowing Kashmiris to enjoy the right 
to decide their own future as stipulated by 
the U.N. in 1948 would amount to the 
beginning of the end of the Indian Union. 
The question they may soon be 
confronting is whether a long-term 
struggle to hold Kashmir captive would 
not lead in the same direction — only 
faster. 

Photojournalist Mike Winchester 
frequently covers stories for SOF from 
Asia.^ 

REBEL RESERVES 

Continued from page 39 

grenades cleared the trench in half an hour. 
Again, suppressive fire lagged 
occasionally and grenade throwing left 
something to be desired. 

In the AAR, an observer/controller told 
the troops that some of their weapons were 
filthy, that a dirty rifle or SAW could jam 
and get someone killed. In fairness, it 
should be noted that a weapon in the desert 
can’t be cleaned often enough. Three or 
four cleanings a day would not be 
unreasonable. A Kalashnikov might fare 
better than the precision-machined 
weapons our troops carry. 

Tbamwork, momentum, constant com¬ 
munication, suppressive fire, and lots of 
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FRONT 


Have a relative or 
friend participating 
in Operation Desert 
Storm? Send them 
the official SOF 
Desert Storm T-Shirt. 


#1042: White 
#1043: OD Green 
#1044: Black (front only) 

T-SHIRT SIZES 
S,M,L,XL 

tno qc 

$1.00 extra for XXL 


Call TOLL-FREE for 
Mastercard or VISA 
orders: 1-800-323- 
1776. Operator 131. 
For FAX orders: 
(303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: 
(303) 449-3750. 


SOF EXCHANGE 

P.O. Box 693, Dept. 591, Boulder, CO 80306 

PAYMENT:_VISA/MC_CHECK/MO _COD 

CARD #_EXP. _ 

NAME_ 


ADDRESS 

CITY 


STATE 


QTY. 


ITEM NO. 


SIZE 


Add $3.00 for first 
Item ordered plus $1.00 per each 
additional Item for P&H, Overseas 
orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. 


SUB TOTAL 
P&H 

3.7% Sales Tax (CO Residents) 

TOTAL 


PRICE 
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BSQUARE 

The Ultimate Laser 
Sight 


B°SQUARE 


New Laser Bore Sighting Tool 


Ask Your Dealer or Call 

| 1-800-433-2909 

V SPORTSMAN’S 
TEAM CHALLENGE 

O^icitU SfumA&i 


New BSL-1 Laser 
Sight with quick 
detachable mount 


The Strongest Mounts 


The Smartest Tools 


New SIG 226 
Scope Mount 


grenades are the key to trench clearing. 
Team Charlie had a ways to go, but was 
learning. 

The combined-arms, live-fire assault 
that afternoon was impressive if hardly 
flawless. The tanks and Bradleys charged 
hard. The trench system was saturated 
with fire. The targets down range were 
shredded, and quickly. There were no 
obvious snafus. Again, suppressive fire 
lagged on occasion after Team Charlie’s 
infantry was in the trench. And some of the 
dismounts hobbled out of their Bradleys 
with less than the dash and elan one 
expects of armored infantry. 

Next Stop Saudi? 

Still, it would have taken some very 
brave Iraqis to keep fighting under such a 
hail of death. So, where did all this leave 
the Georgia National Guard’s 48th Bri¬ 
gade? The decision on whether the 48th, 
155th and 256th Guard Brigades would 
deploy to Saudi Arabia would be left to 
Defense Secretary Dick Cheney. 

Brigadier General Donald L. Scott, the 
2nd Army’s chief of staff, spent much of 
January and February at the NTC 
observing his Guard units. His judgments 
in mid-February were upbeat, but 
measured. “Our goal is to get them ready 
to [assault] the Saddam line because 
they’re a heavy brigade. But realistically, I 
think that they would probably need a little 
bit more training,” 

That suggested that the Guard brigades 
may eventually go to Saudi Arabia 
(assuming the war continues into April or 
May), but not be given the more taxing, 
dangerous missions. 

For the longer haul, the Pentagon and 
Congress are almost sure to reconsider the 
policy of relying on the National Guard to 
produce armored and mechanized brigades 
that would be quickly needed to round-out 
active-duty divisions in time of war. Guard 
units typically get one two-week period of 
summer training per year plus a dozen 
weekend drills. Clearly, this isn’t enough 
if the goal is to have combat-ready heavy 
units ready from 30 to 60 days after 
mobilization. 

As for the Georgia Guardsmen them¬ 
selves, Capt. Ronald L. Hammock of 
Milledgeville, Georgia, spoke for many at 
the NTC when he said, 4 ‘We were disap¬ 
pointed at first that we didn’t deploy with 
our division. But after we got out here, we 
learned how much we didn’t know. We 
know now. This is deadly business, and we 
will be ready.” 

We can only hope he’s right. 

Robert /. Caldwell is a Vietnam vet who 
specializes in national security issues. He 
has covered counterinsurgency operations 
for SOF from the Philippines and 
Guatemala , and covered the Khmer 
struggle from Cambodia. Caldwell has 
traveled extensively in Asia and Latin 
America 


... .. MAG- A 
®BRUSH(|P 


Combat Clean Mag Well & Magazine 

BRUSH 

RETAIL 

MODEL 

PRICE C.S. 

22 cal., nylon 

4.95 each 

.380 cal., nylon 

4.95 each 

9mm, nylon 

4.95 each 

45, 10mm, 38 sup, 


para, nylon 

4.95 each 

swab 

5.95 each 

phos bronze 

6.95 each 

9mm Uzi 

5.95 each 

AR-15, M16, 


Mini-14, nylon 

5.95 each 

308, nylon 

5.95 each 

AK-47, nylon 

5.95 each 

Add SI .50 P&H per 3 brushes 

NY residents add sales tax 




no Order: 


NO MORE 
STICKY 
MAGAZINES 


Jerry Stephan 
11 Oak Place 
Selden, NY 11784 
(516) 698-7740 


LAW ENFORCEMENT 
AGENCIES REPRESENTED AT THE 
1990 SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE THREE GUN MATCH 

ANAHEIM PO 
ARVADA PD 
BEVERLY HILLS PD 
CHICAGO PD 
CLACKAMAS CO. S O. 

DEARBORN HEIGHTS PD 
DOE 

DOE ALBQ. 

DOE IDAHO 
DOE, GOLDEN, CO 
FALLS CITY PD 
FRANKLIN TWP. PD 
GILLETTE WY SO 
GLENDALE PD 
GUILFORD CO. S.O. 

HALLSVILLE PD 
LA MESA PD 
LAPD 

LINCOLN CITY PD 
LIVONIA PD 
LONG BEACH NY PD 
MESA PD 

MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL 
COMM, ENFORCEMENT DIV. 
MIDLAND S.O. 

MONTVALE PD 
NASSAU CO PD 
NYPD 

PA. GAME COMMISSION 
PALM SPRINGS PD 
PIERCE CO. SO 
SALEM PD 
SAN DIEGO PD 
SISTERVILLE PD 
STOCKTON PD 
SUFFOLK CO. PD 
TROY PD 

US BORDER PATROL 
WASHINGTON CO SO 

Shouldn’t YOUR Department be 
represented? 

CONTACT: 

MICHAEL K. HORNE, Match Director 
408 E. HARDING, BAKERSFIELD, CA 93308 
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EYEWITNESS 

Continued from page 43 

Hawk: On the night of 22 August, we 
topped off all the tanks, numbered all the 
cars, and taped a big “X’* on the roofs of 
the vehicles so maybe we could be tracked 
by the recon satellites. A guy from the 
Iraqi Embassy came down to escort us. 
And Ambassador Howe decided he would 
accompany us to the border in his armor- 
plated Cadillac. 

Forties: We had planned originally for 
a five-minute interval between each car, 
but then they decided we should just leave 
en masse. 

Hawk: The ambassador took off out of 
there like a bat out of hell, and Charlie, the 
guy from Baghdad, blasted after him. We 
had the classic accordion effect. It was a 
demolition derby going through the city, 
everyone weaving through burned out 
hulks in the intersections. 

Forties: Then there was a chain reaction 
crash when someone thought an Iraqi 
soldier hitchhiking was a checkpoint and 
slammed on the brakes. One lady, Odessa 
Higgins, broke her hip in that crash. They 
took her back to the embassy, then to the 
hospital. 

Hawk: I was in the lead group, driving 
my Isuzu Trooper, right on the ambassa¬ 
dor’s bumper. When we got to the border, 
it was an absolute bottleneck. There were 
five-ton dump trucks loaded with Thai and 
Filipino civilians, no overhead cover, and 
it was 120 degrees. We waited about an 
hour at the checkpoint while the Iraqis 
checked with Baghdad on what to do with 
us. Then they let us through. 

Forties: At about 100km into Iraq, the 
road turned into a bad two-lane road. 

Hawk: And there was a huge staging 
area, full of Iraqi troops and trucks. After 
maybe another 100km, I started noticing 
that the grain elevators were camou¬ 
flaged. 

SOF: Were there many military check¬ 
points? 

Forties: There were checkpoints on the 
outskirts of every city, maybe a few klicks 
out. 

Hawk: It was usually a military vehicle 
and three or four numbnuts standing 
around with AKs, generally next to a little 
building with a telephone. 

Hawk: When we got near Baghdad, we 
saw streams of busses loaded with troops 
hauling ass south. We stopped on the 
outskirts of Baghdad at about 0100 and 
waited for the go-ahead to head into town. 
About 45 minutes later, we pulled into the 
U.S. Embassy. They told us to catch some 
sleep before heading on to Amman, Jor¬ 
dan. About four hours later, they woke us 
up and told us we weren’t going to 
Jordan. 

Forties: I honestly think if we had kept 
going, a lot of them wouldn’t have made it. 
Some of them were like walking dead after 
the drive. 


Hawk: Then on 25 August, Joe Wilson, 
the charge d’affaires — he was a good guy 
— told us only the women and children 
were leaving, but that they were going 
north to Tbrkey. The American Embassy 
in Ankara had busses waiting for them 
across the border. They were held there for 
a while by the Iraqis. 

Forties: Someone said he was going to 
kill some CNN reporter when he caught up 
with him. This guy made some smart 
remark to his wife about taking her dog out 
but leaving her husband in Baghdad. And 
the guy was waking up her kids so they 
could shoot film of them. If some of those 
women had been carrying weapons, there 
would have been some dead reporters. 

SOF: How did you guys deal with being 
in Baghdad? Did the Iraqis suspect that 
you were military? 

Hawk: No, and we did our best to keep 
it that way. We tried to look like Western 
Europeans. We got haircuts, but not too 
short, and kept our beards. Except for the 
Marines. Marines being Marines, they kept 
their hair high and tight. 

Forties: And the gunny [gunnery ser¬ 
geant] — he looked like a Marine poster. I 
don’t care what you would have done to 
him, he walked like a Marine, talked like a 
Marine, nothing would have changed that. 

Hawk: We went out with him once. 
Here we were with three weeks’ growth of 
beard, no one’s paying any attention to us, 
and there’s Gunny Smith with his white- 
walls and Ray Bans, looking like Lou 
Gosset Jr. All these Iraqis are looking at 
him. After that, we said never again. 

SOF: Did you get out in Baghdad much, 
like you did in Kuwait? 

Hawk: Yeah, we got out into the city 
about every day to keep the food lockers 
stocked up. Took the press out to dinner 
one night. 

SOF: When did you get out of 
Baghdad? 

Forties: I was there until the bitter end. 
My flight went out on 10 December to 
Germany. 

Hawk: I went out before that, clandes¬ 
tinely, to test a possible railroad in case 
Saddam didn’t allow everyone else out. 
But that was a pretty sensitive operation, 
so we’d better not get into any details. I’m 
allowed to describe it as “a daring and 
dangerous escape.” 

Epilogue 

By the time you read this, Maj. “Frank 
Hawk” probably will be in Saudi Arabia. 
He may even be back in Kuwait if things 
have gone well. CWO Forties will be at his 
next duty station at the U.S. Army 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds, where his 
expertise on armaments is needed. 

Hopefully, they will also have been 
recognized as the first heroes of the U.S. 
Army’s campaign against Saddam 
Hussein’s brutalization of Kuwait. Their 
actions in Kuwait City and Iraq in the 
weeks and months following the invasion 
certainly deserve such recognition.^ 


COUNTERFEIT GUNS 

FULL-SIZE WORKING REPLICA MODELS 

They're realistic. These classic models look, weigh, feel 
and handle like the expensive originals. Metal parts are 
hand assembled; you can spin the cylinders, work the 
slide action & release the clips. Completely Safe 
NON-FIRING - DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 


G.l. .45 
Automatic 

Slide, safeties & action 
work like original. Can be 
disassembled. Over 32 metal 
parts. Lgth. 9.5". Wt. 2.5 lbs. 
*#01-300 (Standard finish) ....$107PPD 
*#01-300S (Nickel finish) .$119PPD 




WWI1 
Dagger 

German Diplomatic Dress. Lgth. 15". Wt. 1 lb. 

#22-4042.$40ppd 


M92 
Military 

Slide, trigger & clip work. Can 
be partially disassembled. 

Lgth. 8.5" Wt. 3 lbs. 

*#22-1254.$92ppd 


1873 
Peacemaker 

Single action 
works like original, w/wood 
grips. Can be partially 




4JI #22-1186/G.. 

.J$60ppd p 

U.S. Marshal’s Badge 

Made from original dies. 

#14-711...,.. 
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,...$14ppd 



1860 

Army Revolver 

Action works like original, 
w/wood grips. Can be partially 
disassembled. Lgth. 13". Wt. 2.1 lbs. 

#22-1083/L . $62ppd 


Letter Opener 

Minature detailed Civil War Sabre. Lgth. 8.5' 

#22-3005.$15ppd 


GATLING 

GUN 


-Accles Drum Magazine 
(Removable) 

Metal Receiver w/Bronze 
Antique Finish 
10 Barrola that Rotato 



Metal Hub 
wt Antique 
Bronze Finish 


Metal Yoke Metal Arc 
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traverses 50 ) lowers 125 ) 


MODEL 1883 

A classic Vsth scale 

limited edition, w/ metal movable parts. 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


PRNKY? 


Avoid BIG BROTHER. 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

■ Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 

■ Become “Invisible” to Investigators 

■ Stop Generating Financial Records 

■ Communications Privacy.. Phone, Mail 

■ How to Stay Out of Government Files 

■ Begin Eliminating Negative Records 

■ How to Create Helpful New Records 

■ Generating Quick Cash Income 

■ Hiding Your Assets ■ Privacy Afloat 

■ Banking Alternatives ■ “Low Profile” 

■ Privacy from Taxes ■ Nomadic Living 

■ Multiple Addresses 

■ Hideouts, Deep Cover 

■ How to “Disappear” 

ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT —and MOREl 
Don’t wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 

cDEN PRESS BUSSES 

11623 Slater X”, Box 8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 
Your (□ Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add | 
_ Choice (□ FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order,)* 
(California residents please add 6% sales lax.l | 
□ Send latest Book Catalog — FREE. | 
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Basic Locksmith 


Techniques 


INCLUDES: 

• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 

• Professional Lock 
Picks 

• Instruction Manual 

• Catalog 


SEND TODAY! $79.50 + 2.50 

handling $82.00 Check, Money Order, 
US Funds Only) 

-OR- 

Without Video (Same, instruction 
manual, professional picks, catalog) 
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Money Order, US Funds Only) 


Send $82.00 or $52.00 To... 

AMERICAN SYSTEMS 

2100 Roswell Road 
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Marietta, GA 30062 
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BIG MAC 
ATTACK! 
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superior! 
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SIZES: S,M,L, XL,XXL FREE CATALOG!! 
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T-SHIRTS— $9.95 XXL-$11.95 
Add $3 P&H for 1st shirt & $1 for ea. additional 
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CLOUDLAND ENTERPRISES NO C.O.D. ¥ 
Dept.. SOF1 ¥ 
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Max/Capacity Products Inc. 

Manufacturers of Magazines ana Accessories tor tne Worlds Finest Firearms 
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AND CQNTROL 

achieve the power and control to dominate, witti the FG-1 
'*■ " “ serious player's odge- 

crushing grip. The 
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rotating hydraulic 

resistance to the 
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powerful forearms will 

absorb the kinetic energy 

of high power contact, 
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tendons from action ending 
injury. BLAST YOUR FORE¬ 

ARMS with the FG-1. If you’re 
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30 days tor a full refund. 


$44.95 plus $5 00 
shipping. The high-impact 
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with tetlon o-rings and fitted with 

flo-mold grips. Order now. this to 
a limited time special price. 

C.0.0. add $5.00 

Send Check or Money Order to: 

THE FITNESS GROUP, INC, 

So* 251, Edmonds, WA 98020 
(206) 367-3490 


TRAIN AND WIN 
WITH THE FG-1. 


Call 1-800-346-6134 



LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 
$1 2 « 

Add SI.05 Hndt 


Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath¬ 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 


WESTBURY SALES CO, DEPT. BK-5-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590 


DIPLOMATIC 
IMMUNITY! 

• Pay No Taxes 

• Pay No Bills 

• Be Free From All 

Prosecution 

• Pay No Traffic or Parking Tickets 

• Import Anything You Wish 

• Ignore Laws 

Less than 90 days after receiving this 
amazing book, if you follow the instructions, 
you can achieve diplomatic status, and con¬ 
sequently, immunity from all criminal prose¬ 
cution and civil suits. You will, in effect, be 
‘Above The Law 1 . Many have done It and 
almost anyone is eligible. 

This one-of-a-kind guide, written by a 
real diplomat, tells everything you need to 
know to receive that priceless commodity: 
Freedom from obeying the law! This is a 
one-time offer, so order ‘Above The Law 1 
today. It will change your life. 


Send $9.95 & $2.00 S&HTo 

GRF PRESS 

2050 IDLE HOUR CENTER #108 A 
LEXINGTON, KY. 40502 
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BULLETPROOF 

VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds “Threat Level 
II-A” tested in accordance with the NILECJ- 
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2 3 A lbs. Fits easUy 
under T-shirt. 



Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov¬ 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 

(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 
Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 


LEGENDARY ARMS, INC. 

P.O. Box 20198-SOF, Greely Square Station 
New York, NY 10001-9992 • (212) 532-9055 



1. Boyle & Gamble.$399.99 

2. CSA Artillery.$94.99 

3. M1850 US Staff & Field.$189.99 

4. Ml850 US Foot Officer.$189.99 

5. M1860 US Cavalry.$99.99 

6. CSA Foot Officer.$149.99 

7. CSA NCO.$99.99 

8. Ml840 US NCO.$134.99 

9. CSA Froelich.$149.99 

10. Battle Axe.$34.99 

11. Civil War Bugle.$24.99 

12. M1840 US Lt. Artillery.$89.99 

13. Basket-hilt claymore.$124.99 


Send □ Visa □ M.C. □ Am. Express □ Ck/M.O. 
NY, NJ residents please add appropriate sales tax 
S&H in continental U.S. add 10% or $8 
Void in States where prohibited by law. 

Check local laws before ordering. 



SUCCESSORS TO NUMRICH ARMS 


THE WORLD’S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 

PRESENTS ITS NEW M0CATALOG 


Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A5O0+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com¬ 
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

SURFACE FOREIGN -$10.35 U.S. $1595 

AIRMAIL WRl^TE FQR QUOTE Send O 


GUN PARTS CORP BOX SF5. W HURLEY. NY 12491 

914-679-2417 FAX 914 6795849 


JUJITSU 

KNIFE TECHNIQUES 

INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO 
(25 KNIFE DEFENSES) 

$ 29.95 

(PLUS $5.00 S&H) 

SEND CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER TO: 

KAMEKAN 

P.O. 419 

DUMONT, NJ 07628 


™ FLAGS 


Tell The World You Served! 




Size 3* x 5’ with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 

Select From 

I □ U.S.A. □ AIR BORNE 

1 □ VIETNAM VETERAN □ 1ST. CAVALRY 
I ARMY □ KILL EM ALL LET 

l □ P.O.W./M.I.A. GOD SORT EM OUT 

I □ U.S.M.C. BULL DOG □ SKULL & BONES 
! □ NAZI (WWII) □ CONFEDERATE 
!□ ARMY 


□ MESS W/THE BEST 
DIE LIKE THE REST 

□ AMERICA LOVE IT 
OR LEAVE 

□ SPECIAL FORCE'S 

IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 
P.O, Box 41156 • Chicago, IL 60641 
Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt 
delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. 


□ NAVY 

□ AIR FORCE 

□ MARINES 

□ COAST GUARD 


I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

^ ^/jet^jarr^/eteran Ownec^ ^ 


Address 
City. State. Zip 



Front Back 

Quality screen-printed American 
made 50/50 black T's in adult sizes 
L & XL. 

Send $12.00 check or money order 
(no COD’S please) plus $2.50 P&H 
continental U.S. & military. All 
others include 40% of total order. 

MRN ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 17009 
TUCSON, AZ 85731 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 

1 - 800 - 729-8316 


f PHOTO 
CARD 
KITS 

MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE! 

Our Professional quality, 
laminated photo cards will 
amaze your associates! Wo 
provide the cards, plastic 
laminate and easy instruc¬ 
tions! You provide only a 
photo. Your photo Card can 
be finished in the privacy of 
your home! The result is a 
distinctive, professional sys¬ 
tem! The highest quality 
cards in the US! Lost your 
original card? Replace it 
now! 



only $4.95 C03Q Security 


Select From These Kits: 


C04 □ Bounty Hunter 
C08O Special Weps. Pmt. 
C45 □ MAC-V (CIA), #1 
C60Q MAC-V(CIA), #2 
C09 □ Suppres'd Weps. Pmt 
C52 □ Air America Pilot 
C01 □ Press Card 
C50Q Phoenix Program 
C49 □ Delta Force 
C25 □ Parachutist, Certified 
C26Q SCUBA, Certified 
C07 J Weapons Specialist 


® $11.95 


C06Q Mercenary 
C41CJ Intelligence Officer 
C56Q Marine Recon 
C46Q Special Forces 
C47Q Seal Team 
C18Q Pilot 

C10Q Concealed Weps. 
Cl 7Q Int’l Drivers Permit 
Cl 1 □ Private Investigator 
C02Q Bodyguard 
Cl 2Q Security Consultant 
C51Q Special Operations 


of $19.95 


NIC Law Enforcement Supply 

220 Carroll Street Box 5210-ST 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 
24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) 

'lame _NQCQDls 


City/State/ZIP * 


Card #_ 

□ □ 

.VISA M/C 


□ 

Check 


P 

M/O 


- Exp. Date _ 


Fax # 318-869-32281 
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SUPPLY LOCKER 


THE HOUND DOG 



FINEST QUALITY & 
LOWEST PRICES 
AVAILABLE IN 
MILITARY AND 
HUNTING EQUIPMENT 

Complete Line of Field & Survival Gear 

FREE! 

FULL COLOR CATALOG 

NAME:_ 

STREET:_ 

CITY:_ST_ZIP_ 

Mail to: GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 

7215 Kingston Pike, DepL SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 


Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Tliroughtout the world today, corporations, professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in¬ 
sure privacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The "HOUND DOG" is a wise investment (or anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden, 
or may be hidden in the future, in either home or office. No 
radio transmitter, no matter how well it may have been hid¬ 
den. can escape detection by the “HOUND DOG" 

The “HOUND DDG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed lor the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size office or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a matter of minutes. The “HOUND DOG" sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures, walls, desks, chairs, etc., 
regardless ot their operating frequency 
The “HOUND DDG“ is simple to use. Single knob adjust¬ 
ment calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls, chairs, pictures, desks, etc. the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a rise in the meter reading The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 

We believe you will find the “HOUND DOG" outperforms 
most other units selling for sevetal times the price This item 
has been built since 1962 Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 

Probe - ' ” tr* 1 

’ • 

extends to 


m 


16 inches 

SIZE. 1.6x 2.4 x 8.2 INCHES $ 195.00 

USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times mo jb powerful than other transmitters. 
Transmits up to W mile to any FM radio -Easy to 
Assemble Kit - up to 9V battery (not Ind.) 



$19.95 


Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne. FL 32902. COD'S OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 



THE QUARTERMASTER Dept SF405 
750 Long Beach Blvd., Long.Beach, CA 90813 


Phone & Mail Orders Accepted 
3 $ Call 800-444-8643 

Toll Free (For Credit Card Orders Only.) 
Add $4.75 shipping and insurance charges. 
MBEBI CA residents add sales tax.__ _ 


Color Catalog Free With Order or Send $3.00 To: 


WORLD 
TOUR 
“NAM” 
JACKET 


VIETNAM WORLD TOUR JACKET 

Dedicated to the courageous men and women who have seen duty in this “hard 
fought" theater, Our copywrited Vietnam World Tour Jacket has an incredible 
95,000+ stitches on the back design above. The dragon of S.E. Asia surrounds 
and intertwines the countries of Vietnam, Cambodia & Laos in meticulous detail. 
The Nam Service ribbon, wreath and dates of America's longest war are intricately 
embroidered on the left front chest. This Jacket is constructed from deluxe smooth 
"Celebrity* satin with contrasting piping and includes knit cuffs, waistband & collar, 
satin lining and zipper front. Made in theU.S.A. Sizes: S(34-36), M(38-40), 1(42-44), 
XL(46-48), XXL(50-52). 

043-33 Vietnam World Tour Jacket...$89.95 



Auto-Ordnance Corporation 

Box SF-05, West Hurley, NY 12491 (914) 679-7225 


We're 
T proud to 
present our 
semi-automatic .45 
caliber legends. 


AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS... 

THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 

See your focal 
dealer or send 
$2.00 for color 
catalog. 



NIC Law Enforcement Supply All 

220 Carroll - SJ; Box 5210 3 for 

Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 Sl2 00 

1-318-222-2970 (24hrs) NO COD’S WSA/ficyMO 



TAKE THE INITIATIVE - Invest in an Exciting 
and High Paying Career. Brigade is a Com¬ 
plete International Small Arms and Elite 
Forces Training Facility. 


BRIGADE SECURITY FORCES 

RT. 1 BOX Sifi-37, DEPT SO- 
MOORESVILLE. NC 201i& USA 
ALOG 53 00 -jC*5h c*. l i , P HQNj j 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 

From time to time, we make our list of 
customers’ names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com¬ 
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mail¬ 
ings, and want your name on our sub¬ 
scriber list only, please write us, en¬ 
closing your mailing label. 

Please address your request to: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 



REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL INC. 

There are still a lot of Nicaraguan refugees in 
Honduras. Our main activity the last few years 
has been sending medical and other supplies to 
them, and also to medical projects in Guatema¬ 
la and El Salvador. The need is still there. Too 
many people are dying for lack of simple medic¬ 
al care. 

Medical supplies of most types are still 
urgently needed. We can’t handle items that 
have to be locked up or refrigerated or bulky 
items of equipment. Checks and money orders 
are welcome. None of the funds collected go for 
staff salaries or other administrative expenses. 

Please send letters and checks to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 
Please send UPS and other packages to: 

REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 
C/O SOF Warehouse 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue 
Boulder, Colorado 80303 
All donations are tax deductible. Put a packing list with name and 
address of donor with each package, and indicate whether you 
wish to be listed as a donor in SOF. 
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NOTICE 

To 

CALIFORNIA 

RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may nol be 
lawful tor sate tn California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A All of the following rifles: 

1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 

2. UZI and Galll 

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70) 

4. CETMEC3 

5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 

6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 

7. Fabrique National FN/FAL, FN/LAR and FNC 
6. FAMAS MAS223 

a Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 

10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

11. SKS with detachable magazine 

12 SK3 AMT, SK3 500 Series, and SIG PE-57 

13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR48 

14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 

15. Steyr AUG 

16. VaJmet M62, M71S and M78 

17. ArmaWe AR-180 Carbine 

18. Bushmaster Assault Rifle (armgun) 

19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 

20. Mandali THE-TAC-1 Carbine 

21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 

22. PJK M-68 Carbine 

23. Wbaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. Afl of the following pistols: 

1.UZI 

2 Encom MP-9 and MP-45 

3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 

4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 

6. Sterling MK-7 

7. Calico M-900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 

1. French! SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 

2 Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 
SWD Street Sweeper 
3. EncomCM-55 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 


The ALL AMERICAN I.D. JEWELRY 


Dog Tags! 

Here is your chance to own - 
14 K Gold over authentic 
stainless steel Military Dog 
Tags, for yourself or as a gift. 

Wear them in support of 
our troops or as fashion! 

$49.50 per set, 2 Togs 4 2 chains 

Please add $3 for S & H + 

CA Res 6% sales tax. 



Up to 5 lines & up to 
15 characters per line. 
Message can be cute, 
personal, patriotic, etc. 


Credit Card calls Send check or money order to 
1 -800-484-1036 All American I.D. Jewelry 
wait for a tone 2554 Lincoln Blvd, Suite 694 
and dial 7653 Marino Del Rey, CA 90291 



With the NEW FOLDING STOCK 


ORDER HOT LINE INQUIRIES 

800-666-9190 417-667-9190 

FAX 417-667-9191 

Call or write for FREE product brochure listing Bullpup 
Stocks, Ramline, Choate, Eagle, 

Butler Creek & More. 

Add $4.00 Shipping (Continental 48 States).AII others cal 
or write for shipping rates. Add $3.50 for C.O.D. 
Sales Tax - MO 6.5%, IN 5%, N.C. 5% 

Frank's Center, Inc. 

P.O. Box 530 - Nevada, MO 64772 DepLS.F. 



At Your Command 

Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 
military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. 
Over 100 full-color pages including official mili¬ 
tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 
aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 
and much more. Far a catalog, send your name, 
address and $3.00 to:. 

Name:__ 


T 


Address: 


City:_ 

State:_Zip: 


U IMLRY^, 

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 


1 Dept. SF05 I 

^ 2855 Centennial Ave. Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 j 
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SPECIAL FOHCES 


WE FLEW 
10,000 MILES 


SMOKE 
A CAMEL! 


SOF EXCHANGE 

P.O. Box 693 DEPT 5-91 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free for MC, VISA, C.O.D. 

orders: 1-800-323-1776, Operator 
131. For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: (303) 449-3750. 
PAYMENT: _VISA/MC __CHECK _COD 
CARD #_ 


NAME_ 

ADDRESS 


#1009^iR}C|i 

Tastefulsfil[fego,i9.y5 


#1028 MAC SOG. 

Skull logo on back. $10.95 


jlMBlftbiRiTaur 

Bfidrift.-]- $10.95 


PRICE 
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CLASSIFIED 


CURRENT REQUIREMENTS — $2.00 per word per 
insertion — $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PRE¬ 
PAID. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, a telephone number (for our 
files) and full payment Advertisers offering information 
packets for a fee must send sample of packet (packets 
will not be returned). Name, address and telephone 
number are to be included in your word count. 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 equals 2 words; 80306 equals 
1 word. Abbreviations such as Dl, SGT, 20mm, U.S. 
count as one word each. Hyphenated words and 
telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 


READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON¬ 
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna¬ 
tional distribution. There may be prod¬ 
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re¬ 
stricted, prohibited or subject to special 
licensing requirements in your state. 
Purchasers should consult the local 
law enforcement authorities in their 
area. 


1991 

ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES 

AUG issue.APR. 17 

SEP issue.MAY 15 

OCT Issue will be our Special 
SOF Las Vegas 
Convention Edition! 


OCT issue.JUN. 19 

NOV issue.JUL. 17 

DEC issue.AUG. 14 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Classified Dept. 

PO Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306-0693 


APPAREL 


WORLDWIDE MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS.New 
1991 Listing of Genuine Military Issue Camouflage from over 35 
Countries! Catalog SI .00 AH.A.. Box 21606. Denver. CO 
80221. (163) 


HARD DROP CAFE — ANY TIME, ANY PLACE T-shirts for 
vets who eat on the run. (M.L.XL.XXL) $13ppd: VMD-SOF. The 
Woodlands. TX 77387-7682. (172) 


SURVEILLANCE 


SHERWOOD - Hie first name in surveillance 
equipment Complete line of investigative, 
communications & countermeasures equipment 
CONTACT THE AJKVEILLANCE SPECIALISTS 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD. 

PO S«x 13?*. Sutbaptaa, PA 18H$ 

(215) 357 POW 


RCGIMCNTRI INSIGNIA & UICAPONAV 

SRS • RAF • BLACK UJATCH 
PARA • AM • CAMERONS 

RSDG • AN • GUARDS etc. 



Import Catalog $3.00 

BRITISH ACGALIA IMPORTS 

Deportment-4 

P.O. Box 50473 * Nashville, TN 37205 


TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 



U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 

1940 through Current 

Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 

Box 3133-SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 




SPECIAL FORCES TIGERSTRIPE, 1968 Vietnam Pattern 
worn in "THE GREEN BERETS" New $72.00, Matching Boonie 
Hat $16.00. A.HA., Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. Mastercard 
& Visa accepted! (163) 


DESERT SHIELD 100% cotton white T-shirt with black M16 
across desert camo shield. Looks sharp. Sorry no XXL. $12.50 
postpaid Big Sky. PO Box 684115, Austin. TX 78768-4115. 
(163) 


BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 


DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD Fountain Vfclley, CA 
92728. (168) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — The Most devastating 
manual ever published! Over 1,000 entries, completely cross 
referenced. It would take 15 books to equal the information 
jam-packed in this giant 8 1/2x11 hardcover volume. $49.95 
plus $3.50 shipping/Tiandling to Anchor Publishing.. PO Box 
263D-AA1, Landover Hills. MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders 
call 24 hours. (800) 448-6280 (163) 

EAVESDROPPING FOR FUN AND PROFIT, and catalog of 
radio equipment including scanners capable of cellular recep¬ 
tion. $3.00 RF Products. Box 1084 Montgomery, Alabama 
36101. (205) 244-2050. (164) 


WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, literature. Zapruder film. Cata¬ 
logue: $3. Collector's Archives; Box 2 Beaconsfield. Quebec. 
H9W 5T6. (164) 


MILITARY MEDALS 



• Full Size U.S. Medals, 
UN and RVN Medals 

• Miniature Medals 

• Official Ribbons 

• Rank Badges 

• Personal Service 


Display Cases 
Manuals on 
Claiming Medals 
All Services 
All Guaranteed! 


SEND $1.00 TODAY FOR COLOR CATALOG! 


MEDALS OF AMERICA 

1929SF FAIRVIEW ROAD 
FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 


■ Street Lethal 

I SPEED KILL 

| liT Can you hit a man 11 limes or more in one second or less? 

1 0* Can you drop a man to his knees with ana blow? 

0* Can you win a fight In 3 seconds or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS 
_ Warrior Publications 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford, OR 97501 (503) 535-3188 

CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD TODAY! 


LASER WEAPONS 

Engineering Blue Prints 


Cat. $5. Description: combat 
sidearms, infantry rifles, & can¬ 
nons. # prints specified. 


BATTLEFIELD 

ENGINEERING 

45 North First Street 
Suite 201 

San Jose, CA U.S.A. 95113-1295 


NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best non-fiction books available for men of 
action and adventure! Send $1.00 to: Paladin Press, PO Box 
1307-1AQT, Boulder, CO 80306 (303) 443-7250. (164) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edition. Send $22 to Barricade Books, 
PO Box 1401-Z. Secaucus. NJ 07096. (167) 

GET EVEN: The underground revenge newsletter. The newslet¬ 
ter of guerrilla techniques for the underdog! Sample $2.00, 
Scanning Unlimited. PO Box 44344. West Allis. Wl 53214. (163} 

THE BEST & most complete book on survival available to the 
private sector With the official army survival manual learn to 
survive in any environment by the best. Send just $19.95 (plus 
S3 S&H) lo: M&A Distributors. 24901 Northwestern Highway. 
Suite 124. Southfield. Ml 48075 or call 313/355-3362. (162) 

HOW TO BECOME A MERCHANT SEAMAN — High paying, 
numerous benefits, draft deferred! Contains everything required 
for employment. $10.00 postpaid. Guaranteed! Alpha Publica¬ 
tions. PO Box 308-OG. Sharon Center. OH 44274. (165) 


ATTENTION: TELEPHONE. FAX, CELLULAR USERS. Halt 
the "rip off', beat the system. Slash SSS’s from phone bills! 
Incredible manual (nontechnical) reveals 200+ insider. Gov’t, 
secrets. Guaranteed to work for you. Includes free "tracker" 
guide. Only $1995. S.T.S.. Dept. SF. 7689 Drolet Street. 
Montreal. Quebec H2R 2C6. Canada. (164) 

MODERN WEAPONS CACHING: A Down-to-Earth Approach to 
Beating the Government Gun Grab, by Ragnar Benson — The 
time to prepare is now In the race against the firearm roundup 
in the U.S. gun owners who refuse to give up the freedoms that 
are their birthright must take their weapons underground — bury 
them — before it’s too late. Ragnar will show you how to do it 
right. 5 1/2x8 1/2. softcover. photos. 104pp. Send S17.50ppd to: 
Paladin Press. Box 1307-1DQK, Boulder CO 80306. (164) 

SMOKE SCREENS. SIMULATED EXPLOSIONS. FANTASTIC 
FOG machines for under $35.00. no dry ice needed! Free 
confidential report. Superfog. PO Box 194, Greenwich, CT 
06831 (163) 


BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 


LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing small 
business. Grants/loans to S500.000 Free recorded message: 
707-449-0600. (KW5) (164) 
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BAC K! 


The Original Z^-ni 

ADVENTURER’S 

lk*g> IUM W1IIP 


W\ Thick; 

X f \ y High-Grade 

Leather 

P>^ AMAZON ACE™ LEATHER CO. 

\ now manufactures this Bullwhip 

. «2S^<v-§!L *SOttD LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL Ai 
k U«ed fn EXPfOITIONS Atound (he World 

\ \ TA5X>>^ • All HAND-PUITEO, THICK, Genuine 

\ \ TOf-CHAIN BELTING LEATHER W 

\ \ M ^tKuttrbv Petmiiwm THICK-TIP 

HJ> $ • Orlelnjl "Ruddy- 

JV Brown’’ Color 

& nonr-uniiF Vi • LEATHER COVERED 

--riP HK i-r^r Kt lA handle a ball w/ 

» 200 af WRIST LOOP 


SURVIVAL, target use 

THE REAL THING • AS SEEN 
IN THE MOTION PICTURES 
DELIVERY: 4 TO { WEEKS CvtM 


W PRICES: 

ORIGINAL 10 FT. 
Length $129.95 
Extra Long J2 FT. $149.95 
LEATHER BELT CARRIER $9.95 


• A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TOOL 
When Swung Properly,. KINETIC ENERGY Makes 
Ihe TIP Of the ADVENTURER'S BUUWHlr- MOVE 
AT OVER 1400 FEET PER SECOND 
• WHIP HANDLING Instructions Included. 

The HIGHEST QUALITY, TOUGHEST BUUWMIPS 
Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 


I_I FAX (512) 697-9286 

Send Check or M.O. to 

AMAZON ACE LEATHER CO. 

/\ P.O. BOX 690263 A 

ZPA™ SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78269 ZA1 1 


CABLE-TV BOXES 
FREE CATALOG 


TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 




WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 

SUBSCRIBE TO. . . 


MILITARY 




VEHICLES 


DON'T MISS OUT! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues} $ 15 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 


P.0. Box 1748-L • Union, NJ 07083 
Till: MARKETPLACE 
POIt MILITARY VEHICLES 


#+**★*★****★★★*★★★ 


— T] n—i FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 

" Wj AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Build¬ 

ing Teflon ™-Co*tod Bullet* •Jamming Speed 
' r— 1 " fi ~rn Radar •Titanium Warhead* •Activating Inert 

Grenade* •Hyperaecure Encryption •Rocket 
I II Waapona •Clandestine PyroExfWsi •Wearing 

✓ J . A Wire •Defeating Alarm* • Forbidden Tech 

r PY ~ \/.''N\n/ / Marketplace •Survelllnnce Photography 
bM Y[ ]|r( •Computer Viruses •ScnmMIng/DescrambF 
\V-V I Ing •Ultrasonic Weapons *Morel 8.5x11, 258 

A Fresh & Lucid Look st Forbid, 
.i FonMdcn t«ES*>s, den Technologyt $33 domestic postage paW. 
*k Tvnnr Registry Distributing, 1616 17th St, Ste 372, 

* y _ Denver. CO, 60202. Sold only to Inform. 


COLLECTORS 


SOVIET MILITARY UNIFORMS & EQUIPMENT Including 
Camouflage. 1991 Catalog $1.00, Soviet Army Cap Badge & 
Catalog S5.00. A.H.A., Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (163) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY. America's Largest Supplier of 
Genuine CURRENT ISSUE Camouflage & Gear. 1991 Catalog 
SI.00. B.M.S., Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (163) 

WWII RELICS. Cheaper than certain "well-known" relics 
dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers, medals, 
helmets. Catalog S5 (refundable) Telephone: 612-689-1146. 
Militaria. Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (163) 

VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books. Dl pins T-shirts. Catalog 
SI - SATCONG. Box 177VF. Syracuse. NY 13208. (165) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, 
T-shirts, posters, camouflage. World’s biggest catalog. S2.00. 
Krupper. Box 177SF. Syracuse. NY 13208 (165) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals and 
uniforms for sale For a list send SI to Kaplans, Box 890638. 
Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (165) 



Border now: we ll ship today I 
_____^call 800-228-2323 or 801-975-02221 
fcSSBdWS, INC. BOX 27222- Salt Lake Cilv.UT 84127 1 


Macedonian 
Battle Sling 


X v* j 


Long Range Artillery for Alexander the Great 
Alexander the Great conquered hi* world using (linger* a* his 
first line of battle offense. Using 1/4 pound lead balls, the 
formidable Macedonian Battle Sling would deliver death from 
the sky at an astonishing 500 yards — safely beyond the rangeof 
even the strongest enemy archers. 

• Authentic reproduction! 

100% 5 ounce blackmiih heavy grade 

t "V S av *f5 t P crwc rt A genuine Goliath killer! 

^ - InF ■■ '■*. r f. 250 yanl range wiih rocks, much more 
with steel or lead balls...golf balls great! 
Pngnt fflflfe; ; w * Legitimate instructions (only one crvcr- 
hand swing—no twirling about the head!) 
Hi mi 100% hand made in the USA! 

mi. * ufc ^f^ re f rfaccnwtifcverbr ° ken! 

flupf ' • Survivalistsl It’s a multi use survival tool 

V % that wi L Iasi for yean! 

!v * . jfe . Beginners can hit a garbage can at 100 

^ feel after only one hour of practice! 

• Defend yourself! 

$20.00 - We pay postage - Free Catalog Included 
We will accept C.O.D. orders — 702/361 -8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E Warm Springs Rd. #6 
Las Vegas, NV 89ll9 

When you run out of bullets, you can always thro rocks! 


W.W. II COLLECTORS 


4 Hats Badges Medals of all Nations. 
fj&rp- U-S. Officer’s Cap (new from 

' original U.S. maker), tan wifh 

brown leather visor, chin strap 

a- . and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 

M. or Lq.168.00 

Wf Pay postage. Our 250 page 
I fully illustrated catalog $5.00 

(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd Box 2063-T, St. Louis. MO 63158 


AUTHENTIC NEW GUINEA SHRUNKEN HEAD has been in 
museum for last 40 years. S7.500.00 or trade for ? Serious 
inquiries only. PO Box 1015. Catoosa. OK 74015. (163) 


HITLERS ARMY OF TOY SOLDIERS. 1933-40 German 
catalog, never before seen. For the first time see the military toys 
that Hitler personally authorized for the “Hitler Youth." Over 500 
photograph guaranteed authentic. Send $25.00 to Presslatf. 
7435 Blvd. E.. North Bergen. NJ 07047. (164) 

COLLECTING MILITARIA. POLICE MEMORABILIA, seeks 
similar: exchange items, ideas. No dealers, please! Among 
topics: police (mounted, military, regular). French Foreign 
Legion. Third Reich. Historical pictures, photos, memories. Box 
78. Suite 401. 545 Eighth Ave., New York. NY 10018. (163) 

DESERT SHIELD ’SANDY HEART' 2" silver plated heart 
shaped medal. $10 by check or MO to: ‘Sandy Heart' PO Box 
15011SF. Dei City. OK 73115. (163) 


EDUCATION 


TERM PAPER assistance 16.278 topics available 1 306-page 
catalog —rush S2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho. #206EX. Los 
Angeles. CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 
(California: 213-477-8226) (167) 


EMPLOYMENT 


INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Police, Security, Investi¬ 
gation. Intelligence. Nationwide, some international. Executives 
to $80,700. Positions explained. 3 monthly issues: SI 6.95. 
PSIC'FO. PO Box 1562. Decatur. IL 62525. (163) 

POLICE JOBS are available. Veteran police administrator tells 
you how to get one S7.00 and legal size SASE to West Coast 
Law Enforcement Consultants. 890 Biddle Road. #254. 
Medford. OR 97502. (163) 


FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES 


SPORTING AND MILITARY RIFLES, pistols and ammunition. 
20-50°o betow retail. Why pay more? Catalog $2 refunded with 
first order. MK2 Company. Dept SOF, PO Box 462367, 
Garland. TX 75046. (166) 


^ NIGHT SIGHT 

^GLOWf PAINT™ 

^ NEVER MISS YOUR TARGET 
DUE TO LOW LIGHT CONDITIONS 

• This luminous paint glows in the dark 

• Easy to apply on your sights 

• Our kit will do 30+ sights 

• For use on rifles, handguns & shotguns 

• A must for low light hunting & defense 
Send check or money order for S11.95 plus S2.00 

shipping & handling to: J-GAR CO.. P.0. Box 182 
Petersham. Mass. 01366-0182 


SURVEILLANCE 

TELEPHONE 


This is a normal functioning telephone! 

EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 

Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be detected! Range Unlimited 

$175.00 - 6 month Warranty - Phone Tap Catalog S3.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS. 603 Elgin, Muskogee, OK 74401 

1-800-633-TAPS 


EL SALVADOR 

JUMP WINGS 

SINCE 1939 



KdW 


Free Catalog: Call or write for Kaplan's Free Catalog 
featuring military gear from around the world 

1055 Market Street • San Francisco, CA 94103 


FOR SALE 


FRENCH ARMY CAMOUFLAGE. Current Issue F-t Suits m 
"LIZARD" Camo, New $70.00. F-1 Camo Caps $15.00. Infantry 
Kepis (Small) S40.00. A.H.A.. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. 
Mastercard & Visa accepted! (163) 

HAIR REGROWTH 4 MONTHS! New potent formula cures 
baldness. Prevent hereditary baldness. Halts receeding hairline. 
Box 1213-S, Makati 1299. Philippines. (167) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigation equip¬ 
ment. S2. IPEC. Dept. SF-159, Box 7638. Sunnymead. CA 
92303. (164) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTERS: Tracking transmitters! 
Voice disguisers! Bug detectors! Phone snoops! More! Surveil¬ 
lance items available assembled or build them yourself. Catalog 
S2.00: Xandi Electronics. Box 25647, Dept. 40M. Tempe. A Z 
85285-5647. (163) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY — Many unusual informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons. Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: MEN¬ 
TOR Dept. G-2. Drawer 1549. Asbury Park. NJ. 07712. (164) 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD or Just Cause coin S10.00 each 
plus S3.00 postage. Call 1-601-833-6891 for card orders. 
Complete coin list S2.00. Phillips-West Monticello-Brookhaven, 
MS 39601-3304. (170) 

TRIANGULAR FORT. Mekhong Delta. Vietnam: Detailed 14x20 
color photo SI4.95. Brochure SI.00. Timothy Kerr. PO Box 
9342, Seattle. WA 98109. (163) 

RHODESIAN MILITARIA. Rare copies of Assegai and Bush 
Telegraph. SI .00 for list. Command Post. 3025 Hwy. 31S, 
Pelham. AL 35124. (205) 663-5678. (164) 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD. Laser engraved walnut plaque. 
Great graphics, a piece of art. S30.00 postpaid. Rodgers. 15639 
Cedar, Suite 129. PO Box 188009. University Heights. OH 
44118. (163) 
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BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

A VHS ONLY $39.95 

By the massed bands of the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 
W&B rousing performance. 


BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 


Men & Women! Make BIG Money!! Be a... 


PRIVATE 

INVESTIGATOR 


"Clue" into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.l. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn; 

★ How to get on the "fast track" to big money 

★ All fundamentals of private investigation and 
surveillance 

★ How to start your own detective agency 

*■ Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 
equipment 

★ How to operate from home, no investment required 

★ ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 



MONEY 

JOBS 

CREDIT 


• Up to $5000 free and clear—30 days. 

• Survive w/o a salary * Cash income. 

• How to be working In 46 hours. 

• Get college degrees by mall. 

• Recession-proof jobs, careers. 

• $100,000 credit on signature alone. 

• Business money secrets, sources. 

• Vlsa/MasterCard—no credit check. 
FREE 40-page catalog 

Box 8410-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 


COMPLETE PRINT SHOP. Heidelburg press, 10x15 offset, 
camera, platemaker. type, type cases, etc. Romine, PO Box 
5877. Ketchikan, AK 99901. (163) 

50.000 MAPS! Anyplace! Military, tactical. Navy. CIA, political, 
topographies. List S3.00 (refundable) Allied, Drawer 5070-FO, 
Glendale, A2 85312. (163) 

UNUSUAL BOOKS VIDEOS! Surveillance, Counter-measures, 
weapons, survival, revenge, government, military, hundreds 
more! Discount Catalog S4.00. Freedom Book Company, Box 
520294-C. Salt Lake City. UT 84152. (163) 

KNIVES. Camping supplies, military surplus, crests, patches. 
For catalogs send S5.00 (refundable) to J8J Enterprises, Dept. 
SOF, PO Box 164, Bradley Beach. NJ 07720. (163) 

SONGS THE S0L0IERS SANG. 14 famous Civil War favorites, 
full-length. Box 275, Dept. S, Oswego, NY 13126. (163) 

MONTANA LAND from Cabinet mountain wilderness to 
Continental Divide. Big timber, mountain meadows, creeks, 
ponds, private hunting. Several border national forest, From 
S299.00/acre. Beaver Creek Ranches, Inc., Box 1509-SF, 
Noxon. MT 59853. (406) 847-2421. (163) 

PC-TRICKS! Amuse friends! Confuse enemies! 80 special 
effects and humorous pranks for IBM compatible computers. NO 
PREVIOUS COMPUTER EXPERIENCE NECESSARY $24.95. 
Pineapple Software. PO Box 61877. Honolulu, Hawaii 96839. 
(165) 

TARGET ENTHUSIASTS. Set of 16 terrorist targets, featuring 
Saddam Hussein. Send S5.00 plus 75 cents S&H to (Spec. 
Targets) JCRS. 6677 W, Colfax Ave.. Box 214, Denver, CO 
80214-1896. (163) 

TRANQUILIZER DART GUNS. Pistol C0 2 $100, Pistol pump 
$105. Rifle pump S135. .50 cal. darts, instructions, shipping 
included. (417) 993-5262 evenings. (163) 

ROBIN HOOD ESTATE. 40 acres located in the heart of the 
forest, deeded, private, spring. North Idaho. $18,000.00 
1-406-543-0303. (163) 


LEARN JUNGLE SURVIVAL IN TROPICAL COSTA RICA. For 
information write to: Jungle Survival. Apartado 7, Golfito, Costa 
Rica. Central America. (163) 

PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities. Home 
businesses. Asset protection. New credit, jobs, degrees. New 
Identity. Foreign passports. Eden Press, Box 8410-SR, Fountain 
Valley. CA 92728. (168) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1. 
for postage: McLisa. P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF90-L. Honolulu. HI. 
96806 (164) 


EAVESDROP!! 

°> CORDLESS PHONE! 


LISTEN TO: Family, Friends, Neighbors, Enemies, 
EmployeeSjBusinesses, ANYONE! 

(Used by Law Enforcement & P.I.'s) 

Intercepts Cordless Phone Airwaves! 
No Messy Wiring or Obvious 
Phone Connections! 

Listen Live or Record From ANYWHERE! 

• Cordless Phone Eavesdropping & Surveillance 

Techniques MANUAL.$ 15.00 

• Cordless Phone Listening Device 

+ FREE MANUAL Reg. S23S...NOW $175 

• Optional Mini Voice Activated Recorder 

(Fa Unattended Monitoring).. $50.00 

Send Name, Address, & Payment ux 
Sophisticated Surveillance 
230 N. Michigan Avenue 


• LONGRANGE 
RECEPTION 

• HI-TECH 

• HAND-HELD 
PORTABLE 
EASY TO USE 
EASY TO 
CONCEAL 


#1100 

Chicago, Illinois 60601 
Phone (312)461-9676 


SHOCKING MANUALS!! 


Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS "60 MINUTES”. Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 

2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 
ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (505) 434-0234 


LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 




▼^POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear 

§ as or blank ammo. 

olid metal. 6 shot clip 
fed. Rapid firing. With In¬ 
structions. 

For self-protection, theatre, dog 
training, sports. Purchaser must 
be over 21. Money back guarante 


Money back guarantee. , J£ h, £^ tD 

WESTBURY SALES CO. c»tifwn.«. 

;p, 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590 . 


JOEPT. TA-5-SF. 


ENCRYPTION PROGRAM 

This message encryption program is one of the best available 
in this 'cloak and dagger* * world of secret messages. 
Guaranteed unbicakablo without the 'key*, you malm the 

key. Both parties must have the same key or forget decoding 
$49.00 +$5 SHPG VISA/MC AMEX CHK/MO 
ORION TECHNOLOGIES, INC 
4770 S.W. HALL BLVD. Bos 188 


FREE LISTING! Ammo; militaria, artillery, re-enactments, 
collectors; hobbyists, etc., Joe Jelinek. 1201-F Cottage Grove, 
Chicago Heights. IL 60411. (163) 

COVERT WEAPONS PLANS. Looks are deceiving. Free 
catalog with SASE. Sardauker, Box 38531-S, Germantown, TN 
38138. (165) 

SELF DEFENSE AND SECURITY PRODUCTS. All kinds Iree 
50 page catalog. A&A. PO Box 189. N. Quincy. MA02171. (163) 

FREE THROWING KNIFE CATALOG AND INSTRUCTIONS. 
Send self-addressed, stamped envelope to: Tru-Bal South, PO 
Box 1281. Cape Canaveral. FL 32920. (164) 

FREE CATALOG — personal defense manuals, teargas, 
stunguns, and other protective devices. Defiance Security 
Products. 26 S. Main St.. Suite 119-A, Concord. NH 03301. 
(163) 


INSTRUCTION 


JUNGLE SURVIVAL TRAINING Eight day course Bekze. C A 
Instruction on surviving in jungfe environment. Free Brochure. 
Pathfinder. PO Box 397, Clearwater. FL 34617. 813/734-1356. 
(163) 

INVESTIGATION CAREER: Quick, easy home study. 12 
lessons. ’ Become a professional. Free information. Shaw 
Investigation (Since 1971) Call (800) 272-6680. (163) 


KNIVES& BAYONETS 


COLLECTORS — ITALIAN AND GERMAN SPECIALTY 
KNIVES. Send large SASE with 2 stamps to: Tios Imports, 3575 
Beltline Rd.. Dept SOF, Irving. Texas 75062. (165) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6 000 different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kaufman's 
West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-159, 1660 Eubank. 
Albuquerque. NM 87112. (163) 


ARREST Violatonl 
nwiiT 

NKTtf 
AT 




Wear the Badge of a 

DETECTIVE 


NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 


• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an excit¬ 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster- 
ies > bring criminals to justice, protect 
^ innocent. Experts guide you every 
step of the way. Men and women 
b«wirmt.ni needed to work in challenging situa- 

tions ’ withstan ding hardships, 
Mifcata TtkpiwMi, L«i make on the spot decisions. 

ketoq, Learn the latest investig*- 

MqM Sumi. ftaMiiillff i jx\ [7T tive techniques using special 
gjjfwrt—pun Much, |/\\ L law enforcement equipment 

MftMan y , . _ the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details 

Approved by Calif Dept, of Public Instruct. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

J DEPT SGI04 PO Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 ■ 

I Ruth me your "Detective" Corner Kit—No seleemen will call. | 



America’s No. 1 home study paralegal 
program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare 
now for your law career! School of Para¬ 
legal Studies, Dept. LF 171 2245 Perim¬ 
eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. 

FREE CAREER BOOKLET: 

CALL 800-223-4542 


TUNDRA 

SHEPHERDS 


Perfect Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 

1,000 lbs. Knockdown power, Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra Wolf — 
World’s Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi¬ 
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
Worldwide Shipping. Pups or Adults. 6 color 
photos $3. 

WKE Ltd. 

Rt. 1 Box 94 
Chebanse, IL 60922 
_ (815) 697-2678 _ 

NEED CASH S500.00 TO $50,000.00? Debt consolidation? 
Major bank credit cards' 7 "Instant cash" obtained by mail. 
S3.000.00 credit line. No cosigners. No credit check! Free 
information write National Credit. PO Box 1105, Ozark, AL 
36361-1105 or call 24 hours (205) 774-3394 Credit ext. 
Mag-1000. (163) 

WANTED: SURVIVAL FORCE is looking for officers to head 
local Chapters. No fees. Box 96. TOH 1NO, Fori Vermillion. 
Canada. (163) 

ORIENTAL LADIES seeking American husbands. Respectable 
ladies from good families, the kind you couldn't meet in bars or 
on the street. English speaking, educated, loyal, tolerant, 
traditional. Meet hundreds of beautiful, charming, feminine 
ladies for less than you spent on your last date. Free 
information. Introductions. Box 230SF. W. Pratt Bivd.. Chicago, 
IL 60645 (165) 

MUSCULAR BODY IN SIX WEEKS!!! Unique 24 minute 
program guarantees "miracles." Why spend your life in a gym? 
Free information. Kisha. Box 147, Dept. C-2. Duquesne. PA 
15110. (163) 

NORTH VIETNAMESE HELMET STAR Limited edition metal 
replica, true to original. Only S9.95 ea.. 2 for $17.95 (includes 
tax'postage) Check or money order to: Task, 100 E. Ohio. 
#532-S. Chicago, IL 60610. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. (163) 


MAY 91 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 95 







































The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 




We Pay Postage "* ^ ^ 

* More “muzzle” energj than some* 12 cal, cartridges. 

* Shoots 184 gr. lead bail (50 cal.) 200 ft. per sec 

* Over 300 yard range. 

* Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel, rabbit, raccoon, 

cat, dog, fox, badger, even coyote. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" plywood. 

* Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?) 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: $25.00 

Extra power bands: $4.00 per set. Ammo: $8.00per lb. 


V* Will Send C.O.D. 702-361-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. #6, Us Vegas, NV S9123 


UNUSUAL BOOKS 


HUNDREDS OF TITLES - ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 
MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 
PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS 
HUGE DISCOUNT CATALOG - $1 (Ref.) 

$2 FROM CANADA • S3 FROM OTHER COUNTRIES 


. ANVIL I P.0. Box 640383F I El Paso, TX 79904 J 


MILITARY COLLECTORS 

postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 



Sub — Iron Cross — Wound 

Your choice any one = $0.00 or all 3 - $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. f) 1 or 82 (state choice). We have most 
complete s tock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags, 
etc. in u.s. 

Postpal^Senureewitr^n^roerl^^^^^ 
Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. n Ltd. Box 2063-F, SI. Louis, Mo. 63158 


.22LR CONVERSION KITS 

Shoot your gun more and pay for your kit in ammo savings!!! 

AR15...$139, M16...5159 
MINI-14, AC556...5119 
AK47...5119, AK84...$99 

To order, phone (407) 260-1921 jQgSHH 

or send $2.00 for more information fo: 

JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, INcT^SK; 

dept. SF& 6850 Riveredge Dr., Titusville, FL 32780 “ 


CHRISTIAN/PATRIOT/SURVIVAL1ST book and product 
catalog only $1.00. Bohica Concepts, POB 546-SOF, 
Randle, Washington 98377. (163) 

DEATH TO SADDAM! Bumper stickers. Send $8.00 to 
John Drennan, PO Box 220, Lemoyne, PA 10743. (163) 

MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, Flight & 
field jackets, and more. Call Toll Free (800) 533-3470 for 
FREE CATALOG. Lee-Jackson Militaria, PO Box 0663, 
San Jose, CA 95155. (164) 

R&R DIDN’T END WITH VIETNAM. Single men can enjoy 
a playful vacation in the Philippines and Thailand with 
exotic oriental escorts 24 hours a day. Our personalized 
packages include almost everything except airfare. Vaca¬ 
tion, Box 43, Bellerose, NY 11426. (163) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories! Federal, 
Police. Surveillance, Survival, Military. Car Phones, More! 
Big catalog! CRB. PO Box 56-F, Commack, NY 11725. 
(169) 




ORIGINAL 
ACCESSORIES 
AND PARTS 





FREE CATALOG! 

ORDER PHONE 24 HOURS/7 DAYS A WEEK 
OR FAX YOUR ORDER 
STORE HOURS: 

8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Monday thru Friday 
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Saturday 
Central Standard Time • VISA/MC 

R Guns 

140 North Western Avenue, Route 31 
Carpentersville, Illinois 60110 
(708) 428*3569 Monday thru Friday 
After 8:00 p.m. Central Standard Time, 
Leave Message or Fax: (708) 428-4471 


HAT PINS - PATCHES - FLAGS 



600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER’S MFG. CO. 

4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(815) 223-1159, Ask For David 


FREEDOM COUNTRY 



20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN¬ 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available* 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-000-592-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722— (406) 846-1000 


SUPPORT 

SOF 

ADVERTISERS 


CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for police catalog. B-PEC 
Dept. SF 1109, Box 7630, Moreno, CA 92303 (164) 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. 
We’ll help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500- 
$50,000. Not a loan company. UAC, Dept. SF, PO Box 
26295, Birmingham, AL 35226 or call 1 -(000) 326-8284. 
(163) _ 

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER IN confidential 
and sensitive work, High-Tech Trading and Economic 
advising. ACP Security Services, PO Box 309, Pecos, NM 
87552-0309, USA Telefax (505) 757-8879. (163) 

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS & ENAMELED PINS, your 
design, excellent quality, free catalog, A.T. Patch Co., PO 
Box 682. Rm. 133, Littleton, NH 03561 (603) 444-3423, 
FAX (603) 444-2371. (166) 


EYES — YOU ONLY GET ONE PAIR — PROTECT 
THEM! Sprint Sports glasses, with virtually unbreakable 
polycarbonate lenses. Absorbs 100% of harmful ultra 
violet rays. In a test by the National Rifle Association, two 
20 gauge Federal Field Loads with 1 oz. of 7 1/2 shot were 
fired at unmounted lenses at 75 ft., leaving pockmarks on 
the backside. "The shot did not penetrate’’ reported the 
NRA. They come in a durable black, non-glare, polycarbi- 
nate frame. Excellent protection for hunters, police, 
outdoor workers and the military. Used by police depart¬ 
ments and military forces throughout the world. If you are 
destined for the Persian Gulf, protect your eyes. Small 


BUSHPILOT WINGS 

BADGE QUALITY — CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. BOX 541364 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 
CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 


G I SUPPLY 

R.D. #10 BOX 10419, NEWTON, NEW JERSEY 07860 


COMBAT 
ASSAULT VEST 

Woodland Camo 

$ 89 00 


Sand 12.00 

For 200 tom Catalog! ^ 


5.5 6 mm/7,62 mm/9 mm SMG 

6 large pockets hold 12 30 rd 
5 56 mm magazines, 12 762mm 
w 12 9mm SMG 2 chest acces¬ 
sory pockets 2 targe inside 
pockets hold !2 more magazines, 
krnle, pistol, etc Attaching pants 
on back lot Alice Gear Quick 
release buckles One size Ms all 

3&)201)94S«260£ft 



ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Mont) Oiitr, piruml 
elicit or Vito & Nulir Ctrl |ll$) icctplil NO 
COO'i All ■ttrtliiiln It 100% iiirntiH RuldtiU 
ol Aluki. Hmli lit furli Riu iM 5% lor 


Sexism 

nnti-imle sexi: 
in gender issw 
Careas, Rebut' 


’ l V TH ~ destroying America > 

anti-male sexism, that is. Restore commonsense 
in gender issues. Get help in DIVORCE, other 
areas, Rebut "feminism.'' It's about time! Read 
The Liberator, n large monthly newsmagazine. 
$20 year. (Sample $2). 

Men*s Rights Association 
Box 17854 - F Lyons, Forest Lake, MN 55025 


SOF CLASSIFIEDS WORK! 


fragments and sand struck by projectiles can cause 
severe damage to your eyes. Send $29.00 plus $2.00 and 
handling to: The Sight Company, 10 Chadwick St., 
Worcester, MA 01605. (163) 


SURPLUS 


ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus 
Survival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh 
Wade's Oakshire Place, Hwy 51 South, Union City. TN 
38261. (163) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARIA & CAMOUFLAGE, 1991 
Catalog S1.O0. I.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

(163) _ 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, 
AND INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality for over 65 
years. Catalog $2. Kaufman’s West Army & Navy Goods. 
Dept A-159, 1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (163) 


SURVIVAL 


SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, 
Pots, Grenades) — Send $3.00 (refundable with order) for 
catalog of these and much more! Call 1-900-990-7036 Ext. 
1017 for inside information. Call cost $1.99. Signus, Box 
33712-W15. Phoenix. A2 85067. (163) 

SURVIVAL HUNTING Hard core survival courses in the 
Peruvian Amazon, with emphasis on hunting. Contact: 
Cavanaugh Expeditions, Rt. 2, Onamia, MN 56359. 
612/532-3760. (163) 


TRAINING 


U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM Gain strength 
and self confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the 
world’s most elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N-S Ent., 
PO Box 5644, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. (164) 

NATIONAL ACADEMY of Investigative and security 
sciences. Guaranteed quality professional training. For 
free information send S.A.SE. to: National Academy, 225 
Broadway, Suite 520, San Diego, CA 92101. (165) 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog 
and information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N. 
Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706-2622. (164) 
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Save up to $ 82.50 per knife!* 


A great knife for our 



troops in the Middle East. 

O ur troops deployed in the Middle East 
need the best knives available. That’s 
why webought Gerber's remaining supply of 
Guardian II survival knives and are offering 
these fantastic knives to the military—or the 
military minded—for an astoundingly low 
price: up to $ 82.50 off retail! 


LEGENDAR YjitUA BLADES 

A Fiskars Company 


The knife that was 
designed for combat. 

Designed for battlefield use, the Guardian 
II is closely related to the Mark II survival 
knife so popular in Vietnam. This knife fea¬ 
tures a blackened stainless steel blade and 
camouflage handle, perfect for either wood¬ 
land or desert military gear. A matching 
camouflage Cordura sheath designed by re¬ 
nowned sheath-maker Blackie Collins is in¬ 
cluded. The heavily stitched and reinforced 
sheath comes with a leg tie-down and Bianchi 
military-spec pistol belt fastener, a major im¬ 
provement over obsolete Alice clips. The 
Bianchi fastener can be easily removed for 
use with non-military belts. 


Closeout 
Special! 
Order now! 


Closeout Price: 

1 for $ 50 

2 for $ 80~only $ 40 ea. 
4 for $ 150—only $ 37.50 

(a savings of $ 82.50 per knife) 


A life-saver with a 
lifetime guarantee. 

Each Gerber Guardian II survival knife is 
brand-new, first quality, and backed by A 
Gerber's lifetime guarantee. Our supply is 
limited to stock on hand and once these 
knives are gone, that's it—no more will be jH 

made. Order yours today because this 
knife is destined to become a highly 
sought-after Gerber collectable. 


Mail order form 


Y es, please rush me_Gerber Guardian II survival knives. 

I understand that if I am not completely satisfied I may 
return my order within 30 days fora full refund. Please include 
the latest Cutlery Shoppe catalog with my order. 


Your Name 


Gerber Guardian II 
#GB5772 
Retail $120 


Daytime Phone ( 


GUARDIAN II 


Blade steel: 

Rc hardness: 
Blade length: 
Length overall: 
Blade thickness: 
Weight, knife: 
Weight, sheath: 
Made in: 


Check or Money Order enclosed 


Please charge my VISA, MASTERCARD or DISCOVER 


Credit card # 


Expiration date 


For fastest service, 
call 1-800-231-1272 

USA & CANADA Toll-Free Order Line 



Authorized signature_ 

Mail to: Cutlery Shoppe Dept. SF 

5461 Kendall Street 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 



Shipping & Handling: 

$5 to 48 states - $10 for C.O.D. (cash only-48 states) - $7 to 
P.O. Box, APO, FPO, AK, HI, PR & VI - $10 to CANADA. 
Foreign orders please call, write or fax for shipping costs. 
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Subscribe 
Now and 

Save 48 % 

□ Send me one year of SOF (12 issues) for $24.95 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City_ 

State_ Zip_ 

I—I Payment enclosed (U.S. funds only) bnnssi 

Q Visa Q MasterCard Q Bill me 

Card #_ Exp. Date_ 

Signature_ 

Offer good in U.S. and Possessions, including APO-FPO 
addresses for a limited time only. Canada add $8.00/yr. for 
postage (includes GST tax). All other countries add $21 00/yr. 
for postage. Allow 6-8 weeks for first copy to arrive. Savings 
based on annual newsstand rate of $47.40. Offer expires 6/91. 

Subscribe 
Now and 

Save 48 % 

Q Send me one year of SOF (12 issues) for $24.95 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City_ 

State_ Zip_ 

Q Payment enclosed (U.S. funds only) bnnssi 

Q Visa Q MasterCard Q Bill me 

Card U ____ Exp. Date_ 

Signature _____ 

Offer good in U.S. and Possessions, including APO-FPO 
addresses for a limited time only. Canada add $8.00/yr. for 
postage (Includes GST tax). All other countries add $21.00/yr. 
for postage. Allow 6-8 weeks for first copy to arrive. Savings 
based on annual newsstand rate of $47.40. Offer expires 6/91. 
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Omega Group, Ltd. 

Attn: SOF Convention Registration 
PO Box 693 

BOULDER, CO 80306-9830 
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ATTENTION: 

All responsible firearms owners practice basic firearms 
safety. 

Thoroughly read and understand the users manual that is 
supplied with your firearm. Never use any firearm unless you 
can completely understand its operation and safety features. 


Meet The New Glock Model 22 AO S&W Caliber Semiautomatic Pistol! 


POWER! The Glock Model 22 is constructed from 
the some rugged steel and durable polymer tech¬ 
nology os the world famous Glock 17. Yet, the 
Model 22 is ingeniously designed to hold 15 
rounds of .40 S&W caliber ammunition.! - 

PROVEN! Like all Glock pistols, th^ 

Glock Model 22 hos the same reliability 
and toughness to perform flawlessly in 
every environment; resisting rust, cor¬ 
rosion, scratching and abuse. And, 
the familiar, natural grip angle of the 
Glock Model 22 maintains the utmost 
comfort and excellent portability 
found in oil Glock pistols. 


SIMPLE! Easy to operate, the Glock Mode! 22 
utilizes the unique Glock "Safe Action” (Double 
Action Only) system for a smooth, constant trigger 
pull from the first to thelastshot. Easy to maintain 
with only 35 parts, 3 pins and no screws, the 
Glock Model 22 is also a breeze to field 
strip. 

Stop by your nearest dealer and 
see the Glock Model 22 and the 
new Glock Compact 23 .40- S&W 
caliber pistols, or write or coll Glock, 
Inc. for a free color catalog on the 
entire line of Glock Semiauto¬ 
matic Pistols. 


P.O. Box 369, Smyrna, Georgia 30081 


GLOCK, INC. 

■ Phone (404) 432-1202 • Fax (404) 433-8719 • Telex 543353 Glock At I UD 













